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BRITAIN’S  BIGGEST  SELLING 


AFTER  15  YEARS,  FOUR  BRITISH  TITLES 
AND  A WHOLE  HEJfe  OF  BUSTED  BONES... 


“I’VE  GOT  NO 
EXCUSES  NOW” 

COME  AND 
’AVE  A GO! 

WYATT  AAIIS 
SQUARES  UP 
TO  THE  BIG 
BOYS  OF  MX1 


BAKAR  BREAM! 

DIKING  ON  THE  CHALLENGE 
OF  THE  WORLD’S  BIGGEST 
BADDEST  BIKE  RAC^ 


CAN  DAVID  KNIGHT  GO  ONE  BETTER  IN  ’06? 
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Dakar  Dreams 

Taking  on  the 
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toughest  race 
in  the  world 


Dakar  dreams 
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Sutty  gets  a 
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Comment ! 


IT’S  GETTING  very  close  to  put  up  or  shut 
up  time  as  the  top  riders’  pre-season 
training  and  testing  schedules  come  to  a 
close  and  the  motocross  world’s  attention 
focuses  on  Hawkstone  Park  for  the  big 
international  meeting  on  March  5. 

It’s  hard  to  believe  that  this  year’s  event 
will  be  the  eighth  international  on  the  trot 
- but  it’s  harder  still  to  work  out  why  it 
took  the  Salop  club  so  long  to  abandon 
their  once  traditional  New  Year’s  Day 
meeting  in  favour  of  this  far  more 
spectator-friendly  race. 

As  a youth  I spent  too  many  New 
Year’s  Days  running  the  risk  of  frostbite 
and  hypothermia  high  on  the  hills  above 
Rochdale  at  Back  Cowm  Quarry.  So  by 
the  time  I’d  quit  trials  the  last  thing  I 
wanted  to  do  was  head  to  Hawkstone  on 
January  1 when  I could  be  sleeping  off  a 
hangover  at  home. 

Fortunately,  common  sense  prevailed 
and  the  masterminds  behind  the 
international  should  feel  pretty  proud  of 
what  they’ve  achieved.  There  was  a time 
when  all  the  star  names  headed  to 
Beaucaire  in  the  South  of  France  for  the 
season-opener  but  now  everyone  knows 
Hawkstone’s  where  it’s  at. 

DBR’s  been  associated  with  the 
meeting  for  almost  as  long  as  it’s  been 
running  and  we’re  delighted  to  continue 
our  involvement  for  ’06.  British  MX  (or, 
more  accurately,  SX)  has  had  a couple  of 
reasons  to  hang  its  head  in  shame  over 
the  past  few  months  - now  it’s  time  to  get 
back  a bit  of  self-respect. 

With  GPs  in  England  and  Northern 
Ireland  planned  for  the  coming  season  - 
plus  the  big  one,  the  MX  des  Nations,  in 
September  - it’s  time  to  prove  that  even 
though  it  seems  we  can  hardly  organise  a 
p**s-up  in  a brewery  when  it  comes  to 
indoor  events,  move  the 
action  outside  and 
no-one  does  it  better. 


PS  This  month  marks 
another  milestone  in  DBR 
history.  I’m  sad  to  say  that  after  the 
neck-end  of  six  years  in  the  hotseat  Radio 
America’s  Jeff  Kocan  has  decided  enough 
is  enough  and  his  time  would  be  better 
spent  concentrating  on  his  job  as  senior 
editor  for  Racer  X.  And  drinking.  Heavily. 
Thanks  for  all  your  help  over  the  years 
mate  - it’s  been  very  much  appreciated. 

PPS  If  any  of  you  who’ve  been  watching 
the  Celebrity  Big  Brother  evictions 
spotted  a DBR  sign  being  waved  as 
Z-lister  Jodie  Marsh  got  the  heave-ho  you 
weren’t  seeing  things.  The  chilled  little 
pinkies  holding  on  to  it  belong  to  our 
commercial  manager  Jo  Aspin  and  office 
dominatrix  Sarah  Hodkinson  who  decided 
a 10-hour  return  trip  to  the  Big  Smoke  was 
worthwhile  to  show  the  DBR  love  for 
about  0.5  of  a second.  Now  that’s 
dedication  to  the  cause.. .and  we  thought 
they  were  just  a couple  of  saddos  who 
wanted  to  get  on  TV! 
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HAWKSTONE  HEROES! 


Get  your  fix  of  world  class  MX 

MX  FANS  will  get  their  first  taste  of  world  class 
MX  in  ’06  when  the  Salop  club  stages  its  annual 
Hawkstone  International  Motocross  at  the  famous 
Shropshire  venue  on  March  5. 

After  seven  successful  years  the  event  is  rightly 
regarded  as  the  world’s  premier  pre-season 
international  - a fact  more  than  backed  up  by  the 
stellar  entry  list  for  this  year’s  races  which  is  the 
best  you’ll  see  all  year  outside  of  GPs  and  the 
MX  des  Nations. 

Heading  the  entry  is  record-breaking  nine-time 
world  champion  Stefan  Everts  and  he’ll  be  joined 
on  the  gate  by  former  world  champs  Joel  Smets, 
Sebastien  Tortelli,  Mickael  Pichon  and  Steve 
Ramon.  Between  them  the  five  share  an  amazing 
1 9 world  crowns. 

Dutch  world  championship  contender  Marc  De 
Reuver’s  also  signed  up  to  race  and  will  be 
banging  bars  with  other  big  names  including  Kiwi 
vice-world  champ  Josh  Coppins,  Everts’  Rinaldi 
Yamaha  team-mate  Cedric  Melotte  and  factory 
Suzuki  star  Kevin  Strijbos. 

British  honour  will  be  upheld  by  De  Groot 
Kawasaki’s  Stephen  Sword  who  makes  his  debut 
in  the  MX1  division  plus  GP  stars  including  Billy 
MacKenzie,  Carl  Nunn,  Gordon  Crockard  and 
Tom  Church. 

The  MX1  battle  in  particular  should  be  extra 
fierce  this  year  with  Everts  - who’s  already 


announced  that  ’06  will  be  his  final  year  of 
top-flight  MX  - taking  on  Tortelli  in  Europe  on 
equally-matched  machinery  for  the  first  time 
since  the  Frenchman  beat  him  at  the  ’98  Greek 
GR  took  his  250cc  title  and  then  disappeared 
off  to  the  States. 

The  presence  of  Pichon  will  also  add  some 
spice  to  the  mix  and  there’s  sure  to  be  emotional 
scenes  in  the  Smets  camp  as  the  five-time  world 
champion  - already  retired  from  the  GP  scene  - 
makes  a farewell  visit  to  a track  he  regards  as 
his  favourite. 

Ticket  bookings  are  available  in  advance  and 
families  who  book  early  can  take  advantage 
of  special  discounts  - to  book  contact  G2F  on 
0161  7636660. 

Entry  prices  have  been  pegged  at  £20  for  adults 
for  the  third  year  running  with  10-1 5-year-olds 
and  OAPs  getting  in  for  £10.  Under-IOs  get  in 
for  free  and  the  price  of  admission  includes  a 
DBR-produced  programme.  Can’t  be  bad!  For 
more  details  check  out  the  Salop  club’s  website 
at  www.hawkstonemx.co.uk 

Hawkstone  Park  will  be  AA  sign-posted  from 
both  the  A49  and  A53  north  of  Shrewsbury  so 
you’ve  got  no  excuses  to  miss  it. 

• Companies  interested  in  taking  one  of  the  few 
remaining  trade  stands  or  discussing  other 
sponsorship  opportunities  should  contact  G2F 
on  the  above  number. 
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Everts  leads  Smets 
at  last  year’s  Hawkstone 
International  MX 


Hawkstone  inti 
March  5 2006 


) by  DIRTB1KERIDER 
(INC  BKG  FEE) 


10  pairs  of  tickets  up  for  grabs 


WIN!  WIN! 


WE’VE  TEAMED  up  with  the  Salop  club  and  G2F  and  have  got  10  pairs  of  tickets  for  the  Hawkstone 
International  MX  to  give  away  this  month.  To  win  a pair  - worth  a whole  40  English  pounds  sterling  - all 
we  want  to  know  is  the  name  of  the  French  two-time  world  champ  who’s  signed  to  ride  the  ’06  event  after 
spending  the  last  seven  years  Stateside. 

Is  it:  A)  Sebastien  Tortelli  B)  Sebastien  Tortelini 

C)  Sebastien  Tagliatelle  D)  Sebastien  Spaghetti  Carbonara 


Think  you  know?  Okay,  write  down  your  answer  on  the  back  of  a sealed  envelope,  postcard  or  piece 
of  ironed  tripe  and  send  it  to  us  - along  with  your  name,  address  and  a daytime  contact  number  - at 
‘Hawkstone  ticket  comp’,  DBR,  12  Victoria  Street,  Morecambe,  Lancs  LA4  4AG.  Entries  close  on 
February  27  with  the  first  10  correct  entries  drawn  from  Sutty’s  over-sized  boxers  getting  the  tickets. 
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Circulation 
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Subscriptions 
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In  case  of  difficulty,  contact  our 
Circulation  Manager. 


Readers  in  USA  and  Canada 
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Dirt  Bike  Rider  Magazine  is  copyright  of 
Johnston  Press  pic  and  may  not  be 
reproduced  in  any  form  without  the 
written  permission  of  the  publisher. 
Every  care  is  taken  in 
compiling  the  contents  but  the 
proprietors  assume  no  responsibility 
for  any  effect  rising  there  from.  We 
welcome  unsolicited  manuscripts 
and  photographs  but  accept  no 
responsibility  for  their  loss,  damage 
or  total  disappearance. 


Cover:  After  15  years  in 
the  UK  Paul  Cooper’s 
heading  home  to  SA  - it 
just  won’t  be  the  same 
without  him... 

(Redeye) 

Contents  main  image: 
Brian  Deegan  at  the 
Winter  X Games 
(Paul  Buckley) 
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As  we  all  know,  having  DBR  delivered  to  your  door  is 
special  enough  - but  if  you  subscribe  or  renew  your 
subscription  for  12  issues  today  you  can  claim  one  of 
these  great  gifts  for  absolutely  nothing! 


DBR/ONFIRE  BEANIE 


DBR  RUCKSACK 


Call  01524  834030 
or  visit  www.dirtbikerider.com 
or  complete  and  return  the  coupon  below 


OFFER  AVAILABLE  ONLY  WITH  A 12-ISSUE  UK  SUBSCRIPTION  WHILE  STOCKS  LAST 


I 


11103 
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YES!  I would  like  to  subscribe  to  Dirt  Bike  Rider  for  12  issues 

(£39  or  £3  a month  DD)  and  get  my  hands  on  one  of  these  ace  gifts:  (please  tick) 


DBR  RUCKSACK 


NOT  HAPPY  WITH  PAYING  ALL  UP-FRONT?  THEN  DON’T.  YOU  CAN  NOW 
SUBSCRIBE  AND  PAY  MONTHLY  FOR  EACH  MAGAZINE  AS  YOU  GET  IT. 
DIRECT  DEBIT  THEY  CALL  IT... GENIUS! 


DBR/ONFIRE  BEANIE 


DIRECT  DEBIT  PAYMENT  (Please  complete  in  BLOCK  CAPITALS) 


Please  allow  28  days  for  gift  delivery.  All  gifts  subject  to  availability 


Instruction  to  your  Bank  or  Building  Society  to  pay  by  Direct  Debit 


I WOULD  LIKE  TO  SUBSCRIBE  FOR  3 ISSUES  - £9.75 


I WOULD  LIKE  TO  SUBSCRIBE  FOR  6 ISSUES  - £19.50 


Name  and  full  postal  address  of  your  bank  or  building  society  Instruction  to  your  Bank  or  Building  Society 

Please  pay  Johnston  Publishing  Direct  Debits 


DETAILS  OF  SUBSCRIBER  (Please  complete  in  BLOCK  CAPITALS) 


| MR/MRS/MS  (DELETE  AS  APPLICABLE)  FIRST  NAME 


Is 


To  the  manager:  Bank  name 


from  the  account  detailed  in  this  instruction 
subject  to  the  safeguards  assured  by  the 
Direct  Debit  Guarantee.  I understand  that  this 
instruction  may  remain  with  Johnston 
Publishing  and  if  so,  details  will  be  passed 
electronically  to  my  bank/building  society. 


Name(s)  of  Account  Holder(s) 


Signature(s) 


Branch  sort  code 


IPHONE  NUMBER 


Banks  and  building  societies  may  not  accept  Direct  Debit  instructions  for  some  types  of  account 


I EMAIL 


DATE  OF  BIRTH 


PAYMENT  ■ UK  £ Cheque  ■ Postal  Order/cheque 

Please  make  cheques  payable  to  Dirt  Bike  Rider  in  GB  pounds  and  send  with  this  coupon 

■ Mastercard  / Visa  / Eurocard  / Switch  (delete  as  applicable) 


Bank/building  society  account  number  For  offl(.e  us„  on|y  Re) 
I I I I I I I I I I Origin; 


Originator’s  Identification  number 


8 3 8 0 4 


Now  return  this  from  to:  no  stamp  needed 

Subscriptions,  Dirt  Bike  Rider,  FREEPOST  LAI  051 , Morecambe  LA4  4BR 


Issue  (Switch) 


PLEASE  NOTE:  IF  THE  REGISTERED  ADDRESS  OF  THE  CARD  HOLDER 
IS  DIFFERENT  TO  THE  DELIVERY  ADDRESS  PLEASE  ADVISE  JOHNSTON  PUBLISHING. 

Dirt  Bike  Rider  and  Johnston  Publishing  are  constantly  running  great  offers.  If  you  are 
not  interested  in  receiving  details  of  them  by  email,  post,  phone,  sms  or  fax  please  tick  here 
If  you  are  not  interested  in  receiving  details  of  offers  run  by  our  business  partners  please  tick  here 
For  your  information  - for  quality  and  training  purposes  we  may  monitor  communications. 


Townley  injured  during 
SX  testing 

BEN  TOWNLEY,  the  ’04  world  125cc  champ  who 
upped  sticks  for  the  US  at  the  end  of  last  year, 
may  have  to  sit  out  the  entire  ’06  SX  season  after 
dislocating  his  right  knee  while  testing  for  his  new 
Monster/Pro  Circuit  Kawasaki  team. 

The  21 -year-old  Kiwi  issued  an  open  letter  to  his 
fans  explaining  the  extent  of  the  injuries... 

‘I  was  immediately  fitted  for  a brace  to  keep  my 
leg  stable  but  let  me  keep  my  quadracep  muscles 


working  and  keep  my  range  of  motion  right  up  until 
the  operation.  The  surgeons  will  perform  a cadaver 
operation  where  they  will  graft  ligaments  into  my 
leg  from  a donor  to  repair  the  damage.  Once  the 
op  is  completed  I will  be  straight  into  rehab,  using 
a machine  to  keep  passive  movement  going. 

‘From  there  it  will  be  all  up  to  me  - the  recovery 
will  be  a long  time  and  I will  have  to  work  hard 
over  the  next  few  months  to  rebuild  my  strength 
and  fitness  in  order  to  return  to  racing.  As  of  yet 
there  is  no  time  frame  on  when  I will  be  back  on  a 
bike  but  I will  only  return  to  racing  when  lam  100 
per  cent  fit  and  strong  and  ready  to  win  races.’ 


MAXIMUM 

MEN 

CHANGES  IN  the  Maximum  Solutions  Suzuki 
team  have  seen  John  May  move  up  to  the  MX1 
division  for  2006,  leaving  Lewis  Gregory  and  Alex 
Snow  to  defend  the  outfit’s  honour  in  MX2. 

The  team  - which  may  or  may  not  be  joined  by 
super-quick  Kiwi  Scott  Columb  later  in  the  year  - 
had  a quick  scuffle  for  the  hair  gel  before  posing 
for  this  pic.  “They’re  a lovely  looking  bunch  of 
young  men,”  team  boss  Rob  Hooper  might  have 
said  if  we’d  contacted  him  for  a quote. 


ducti  wallets  must  be  won 


ONCE  UPON  a time  a group  of  friends  were  sat 
around  a table  with  an  industrial-sized  roll  of  duct 
tape,  presumably  a large  quantity  of  beer  and  not 
a lot  else. 

Once  they  had  finished  taping  each  other  to 
chairs  and  trying  to  remove  each  others’  eyebrows 
(by  this  point  someone  probably  had  to  pop  out  for 
tequila)  one  bright  spark  came  up  with  the  idea  of 
making  a wallet  out  of  the  sticky  stuff  - and  the 
ducti  brand  was  born.  Genius! 

We’ve  got  10  of  the  wallets  to  give  away  and  all 
we  want  to  know  is  the  name  of  the  rider  gracing 
this  month’s  cover  of  DBR. 

Is  it:  A)  Gary  Cooper 

B)  Paul  Cooper 

C)  Tommy  Cooper 

D)  Mini  Cooper 

E)  Nissan  Micra 

Got  the  answer?  Okay,  write  it  down  on  the  back 
of  a sealed  envelope,  postcard  or  a used  £20  note 
and  send  it  - along  with  your  name,  address  and  a 
daytime  contact  number  - to  us  at  ‘ducti  comp’, 
DBR,  12  Victoria  Street,  Morecambe,  Lancs  LA4 
4AG.  Entries  close  on  March  9 with  the  first  10 
correct  entries  drawn  at  random  each  getting  a 
ducti  wallet  of  their  very  own... 


I WOULDN’T  have  thought  there  would  be  too 
many  connections  between  FMX  and  Take  My 
Breath  Away’,  the  1986  chart-topping  hit  from  soft 
rockers  Berlin.  Heaven  knows  I’ve  been  trying  to 
make  one  but  until  now  I’ve  been  unsuccessful. 
However,  I believe  I’ve  found  the  missing  link  - 
The  Extreme  Sports  Channel.  Bear  with  me  on 
this  one... 

Top  Guns’  from  the  world  of  FMX  including 
15-year-old  rising  star  Hannes  Ackerman,  Fabian 
Bauersach  and  team-mate  Busty  Wolter  turned 
out  for  the  Eastpak  German  Masters  in  ‘Berlin’  last 
October.  And  Extreme  were  there  to  deliver  you  all 
the  highlights  including  Busty’s  epic  final  run 
consisting  of  two  back-flips,  huge  whips  and 
possibly  the  biggest  holyman  I’ve  ever  seen... 
more  than  enough  to  Take  My  Breath  Away’. 

Eastpak  German  FMX  Masters  premieres  on 
March  30  at  7pm  on  Extreme  Sports  Channel. 
Stuart  Clapp 

AMCADEAL 

EACH  AND  every  2006  AMCA  licence  holder  will 
be  able  to  can  claim  a fantastic  £30  discount  on  a 
three-pack  of  Pirelli  motocross  tyres. 

The  pack  consists  of  two  rears  and  one  front 
tyre  with  the  most  popular  tread  patterns  all  being 
available  including  the  formidable  MT32  - the 
exact  same  tyre  that  helped  Stefan  Everts  to  win 
his  ninth  world  title  in  2005. 

All  licence  applicants  will  receive  a voucher  with 
a list  of  participating  dealers  when  they  receive 
their  new  licences. 
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Gordon,  centre,  flanked  by  Dave  Tomasik  and  Roger  Harvey  back  in  1985 


GOODBYE  GORDON 


British  MX  ambassador, 

KTM  stalwart  and  all-round 
good  guy  bows  out 

Words  and  photo  by  Jack  Burnicle 

THE  SAD,  sudden  death  of  Gordon  ‘GC’  Jones  in 
January  has  deprived  us  of  a wonderful  man 
whose  wit  and  infectious  grin  lit  up  British 
motocross  for  almost  three  decades. 

Most  of  that  time  was  devoted  to  KTM,  GC 
remaining  loyal  during  its  barren  times  and  helping 
nurture  the  Austrian  marque  back  to  the  health 
and  splendour  it  enjoys  today 

Born  to  a farming  family  in  Hewlesfield, 
Gloucestershire,  Gordon  Christopher  Jones  (I 
never  really  knew  his  middle  name!)  hated 
grammar  school  with  a passion.  Finishing  at  16  in 
Ledbury,  Herefordshire,  where  his  farm-managing 
father  had  settled,  Gordon  went  on  a five-year  tool 
making  apprenticeship  in  Cardiff.  Already  married 
to  a local  Ledbury  girl  and  racing  motocross  - and 
an  outstanding  engineer  - he  loved  knocking  stuff 
up  on  a lathe  but  took  over  a car  business  near 
Stroud  in  1973  when  a bad  knee  injury  stopped 
him  riding. 

Gordon  had  moved  back  to  Ledbury,  doing 
repairs,  when  he  latched  on  to  an  outstanding 
young  local  prospect,  buying  CZs  and  spannering 
for  Dave  ‘the  Dog’  Tomasik.  It  was  to  prove  a long 
and  fruitful  partnership. 

He  bought  a motorcycle  shop  in  huge,  rambling 
premises  on  Worcester  Road,  Ledbury,  in  1977 
and  retained  its  unlikely  name,  ‘H  C Cecil’.  This 
was  typical  GC  - understated  and  modest  almost 
to  a fault. 

Initial  contact  with  Don  Howlett  at  Comerfords, 
then  the  KTM  importers,  led  GC  and  the  Dog  into 
a career-long  association  with  Katoom  which 
continued  when  Bryan  Goss  took  over  in  the 
early  ’80s. 

The  1980  season  proved  a prime  year  for  the 
pair,  the  effervescent  Tomasik  and  his  HC  Cecil 
KTM  taking  the  British  250  championship  down  to 
the  wire  against  Jonathan  Wright’s  factory 
Kawasaki  and  also  winning  the  final  round  of  the 
British  Open  at  Newbury  to  clinch  second  place 
in  the  series. 

They  also  occasionally  ventured  abroad,  David 
missing  out  on  10th  place  and  a point  in  the  1981 
Austrian  GP  when  passed  on  the  last  lap  by  his 
works  team-mate  Gerard  Rond.  And  they  finished 
second  again  in  the  inaugural  Weston  Beach  Race 
of  1983,  the  same  year  they  began  a serial 
domination  of  the  Haynes  four-stroke  series. 

In  1984  GC  built  Kurt  Nicoll’s  very  special 
short-stroke  air-cooled  engine  and  in  ’85 
unexpectedly  hit  the  500cc  grand  prix  trail  when 
Danny  ‘Magoo’  Chandler  arrived  in  the  UK  and 
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promptly  switched  from  Kawasaki  to  KTM.  They 
were  the  only  non-Honda  winners  that  year  when 
Magoo  stormed  to  victory  in  the  French  GP 

Besides  managing  the  UK-based  race  team  and 
spannering  every  weekend  for  Tomasik,  Gordon 
took  over  importing  KTMs  in  1987.  A constant  and 
popular  visitor  to  the  factory,  he  chain-smoked  his 
way  to  Austria  and  back  picking  up  vanloads 
of  bikes! 

In  1990  interest  in  the  brand  new  250  - 
developed  during  the  1989  GPs  by  Broc  Glover  - 
produced  their  best  ever  UK  sales  figures. 

Typically,  GC  had  driven  to  Austria  to  pick  up  a 
pre-production  model  for  his  rider  (and  current 
supercross  entrepreneur)  Matt  Bates.  “I  won  a 
British  Support  Championship  race  at  Foxhill  first 
time  out,”  recalls  Matt.  “Gordon  and  his  wife  Jenny 
looked  after  me  so  well  when  I came  out  of 
schoolboys.  I virtually  lived  with  them.  He  was  the 
nicest,  nicest  man  in  motocross.” 

‘GC’  was  also  involved  over  the  years  with  stars 
like  Bryan  Wade,  Vic  Allan,  Stuart  Coyle,  Mervyn 
Anstie,  Dave  Watson,  Brian  Wheeler,  Jeremy 
Whatley,  the  ever-present  Russ  Jarman,  Rob 
Hooper  and  Ulstermen  Stephen  Russell  and 
Laurence  Spence,  who  both  fondly  remember 
living  at  Gordon’s  house  and  using  his  workshop. 

In  fact  GC  and  his  wife  and  long-standing  working 
partner  Jennifer  kept  a virtual  open  house  at 
Ledbury  where  many  of  us  bedded  down  beneath 
those  draughty  rafters! 

When  KTM  went  bust  in  the  early  ’90s  Gordon 
never  wavered  and  picked  up  the  pieces,  buying 
and  selling  - according  to  his  son  Simon  - 
“whatever  bikes  we  could  get  whenever  we  could 
get  them. 

“It  was  good  fun,”  adds  Simon,  a real  chip  off 
the  old  block,  “because  every  bike  sold  was  an 
achievement  in  itself.” 

KTM  pulled  through  and  even  when  they 
departed  the  Ledbury  fold  Gordon  remained  a 
dealer  until  a couple  of  years  ago.  Meanwhile,  he’d 
teamed  up  with  equally  genial  Italian  John  Boni’s 
Wind  Trading  company  in  1999.  This  maintained 
GC’s  love  of  being  involved  with  teams  through 
Wind  clothing,  WRP  products  and  even  LEM 
minibikes.  And  in  recent  years,  racehorse  owning 
had  brought  the  sparkle  back  into  Gordon’s  eyes! 

Truly  a man  of  the  people  (and  his  sport), 
Gordon  succumbed  to  pancreatic  cancer  aged 
only  61  and  his  funeral  packed  out  Ledbury’s  huge 
church  where  many  friends,  riders  and  former 
rivals  like  Stephen  Russell,  Dave  Watson,  Rob 
Hooper  and  Roger  Harvey  enjoyed  an  address  by 
Gordon’s  loyal  lieutenant  Russ  Jarman. 

GC  would  have  loved  it! 

Our  thoughts  go  out  to  his  wife  Jenny,  sons 
Simon  and  Adrian  and  Gordon’s  three 
grandchildren.  Their  granddad  truly  was  a 
sportsman,  a gentleman  and  a cherished  one-off. 


SUFFOLK  FREESTYLER  Chris  Birch  - who  shot 
to  FMX  fame  under  the  wing  of  Andy  Godbold  and 
the  Bolddog  freestyle  team  - has  decided  to  head 
in  a new  direction  for  2006. 

Chris  will  now  ride  for  Jimmy  Verburgh’s 
FMX4ever.com  team  out  of  their  base  in  Belgium 
alongside  fellow  Brit  Chris  Brock  and  a team  of 
Europe’s  finest  jump-monkeys. 

THE  BROTHERS 
GRIN! 

WILTSHIRE-BASED  nippers  Tom  and  Ash 
Williamson  are  stoked  to  pick  up  a new 
sponsorship  deal  from  Freestylextreme  for  the 
coming  season.  The  pair  - who  are  planning  to 
take  on  all  comers  in  this  year’s  125cc  AMCA 
championship  - recently  picked  up  new  Kawasaki 
125  and  250F  machines  and  enough  Skin 
Industries  racewear  to  last  the  season. 

SOCAL’S  BACK! 

AFTER  A year  out  of  the  UK  scene,  SoCal  Racing 
are  returning  with  a new  range  of  MX  clothing  for 
’06.  Promotion  and  sales  of  the  new  kit  are  the 
responsibility  of  Laurie  Squirrell  so  all  trade  and 
retail  enquiries  should  be  directed  to  her  way  on 
07747  571462. 

BIKER  BAR! 

WHERE  DO  GNCC  championship-winning  bikes 
go  when  their  day  in  the  dirt  is  done?  Well,  in  the 
case  of  Paul  Eddy’s  ’01  KX250  a better  place  is 
the  simple  answer!  Bob  Harden  owns  the  bike  in 
question  - along  with  another  seven  of  Fast 
Eddy’s  GNCC  machines  - and  he  kindly  lent  it 
to  the  Quaker  Steak  and  Lube  watering  hole 
in  Charleston,  WV,  where  it  now  takes  pride 
of  place... 


news 


second-rate  riders  - when  compared  to  the  Yanks 
at  least.  But  now  a Swiss  youngster  called  Mat 
Rebaud  is  taking  it  to  the  Yanks  and,  as  Corporal 
Jones  will  quite  gladly  tell  you,  “they  don’t  like  it 
up  ’em!” 

Rebaud  stole  silver  at  this  year’s  Winter  X 
beating  previous  gold  medallists  Brian  Deegan  and 
Nate  Adams.  And  with  tricks  like  this  can-can 
back-flip  - performed  at  the  Dortmund  SX  - in  his 
arsenal  it’s  no  bloody  wonder  the  Yanks  now  see 
Europe’s  finest  as  a serious  threat. 

Photo  by  Alex  Hodgkinson 
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THERE’S  A lot  of  debate  Stateside  at  the  moment  about  supercross 
tracks  being  too  tough  and  these  shots  from  Al  can  only  add  fuel 
to  the  fire.  Fair  enough,  Andrew  McFarlane’s  an  AMA  SX  rookie  so 
- despite  his  considerable  Aussie  indoor  experience  - he  can  be 
forgiven  for  biting  out  in  the  whoops.  But  when  RC  indulges  in  a 
spot  of  ‘taco-ing’  you  just  now  that’s  one  mofo  of  a track! 

Photos  by  Tom  Ferrite^ 
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“At  most  of  the  riding  spots  we  would  always  bump  into  some 
other  riders  trom  England  or  Europe  - Be  Reuver  and  Tortelli 
turned  up  at  most  tracks  as  did  Tommy  Searie,  David  Willet 


and  schoolboy  racer  Sam  Davis” 


Flying  off  to  the  Californian  sun  for  pre-season  practice  is 
all  very  well  but  it  plays  havoc  with  your  sleep  pattern 


vans’.  I 
leaving  with 


stayed. 


IT’S  BEEN  just  three  days  since  I got  back  from  the 
States,  it’s  one  in  the  morning  and  I can’t  sleep.  Yes, 
you’ve  guessed  it  - jet  lag!  Although  it’s  so  early  in  the 
morning  I thought  now  would  be  a good  time  to  write  my 
column  seeing  as  my  memory  is  still  fresh. 

Jodie  and  I arrived  at  Los  Angeles  LAX  airport  around 
six  in  the  evening  after  a night  flight  from  Gatwick.  We 
were  both  feeling  tired  and  the  airport  was  busy  and  as 
we  walked  through  passport  control  Jodie  noticed  Geri 
Halliwell  - Ginger  Spice! 

After  collecting  all  our  bags  we  jumped  on  a shuttle 
bus  that  took  us  to  our  rent-a-wreck  place.  I had  a small 
van  I’d  booked  waiting  for  me  there,  well  I thought  I had  a 
van  but  the  guy  there  said  ‘sorry,  we  have  no  \ 
argued  with  him  for  20  minutes  but  ended  up  I 
a pick-up  truck. 

It  was  only  a 45-minute  drive  to  where  we  ; 

We  were  so  tired  we  went  straight  to  sleep  and  I ended 
up  waking  at  two  in  the  morning  and  sat  staring  at  the 
walls  for  a few  hours  before  getting  up  and  heading  down 
to  the  gym.  The  gym  was  part  of  the  complex  but  when 
I got  down  there  it  was  closed  - it  didn’t  open  until  six  and 
it  was  only  a quarter  to  five.  The  door  wasn’t  locked  so  I 
let  myself  in,  turned  on  the  lights  and  TV  and  cracked  on 
with  a workout. 

The  next  day  I went  back  to  the  car  rental  place  and 
swapped  my  pick-up  for  a van.  Now  I had  a van  I could 
make  the  two-minute  drive  from  our  hotel  to  Kawasaki  HQ 
to  pick  up  a bike.  The  guys  there  couldn’t  have  helped  me 
anymore  than  they  did  and  they  looked  after  me  real  well. 

The  weather  was  really  nice  and  all  the  tracks  were  in 
awesome  condition.  At  most  of  the  riding  spots  we  would 
always  bump  into  some  other  riders  from  England  or 
Europe.  De  Reuver  and  Tortelli  turned  up  at  most  tracks 
as  did  Tommy  Searie,  David  Willet  and  schoolboy  racer 
Sam  Davis. 

I was  able  to  go  and  watch  both  the  Anaheim  I and  II 
supercross  races.  The  racing  was  awesome  and  it  was 
nice  to  see  Kawasaki  winning.  I didn’t  manage  to  have  a 
chat  with  Ben  Townley  but  I did  pop  over  to  see  ex  GP 
racer  Andrew  McFarlane.  He  was  enjoying  his  time  out 
there  but  he’d  crashed  mid-week  breaking  his  toes  so  he 
was  on  crutches. 

It  was  my  birthday  while  I was  out  there  so  a group  of  us 
got  together  for  a bite  to  eat.  Hot-tub,  Big  Dave,  French 
Fred,  TC’s  new  technician,  Tim,  his  wife  Clare  and  son  Zac 
as  well  as  Iggy  and  Sam  Davis.  Cheers  guys  for  making  it  a 
good  night! 

We  didn’t  have  too  much  spare  time  to  go  sight  seeing 
but  we  managed  to  get  down  to  the  beach  on  a couple  of 
my  days  off.  Even  though  the  weather  was  great  we  never 
made  it  into  the  sea  so  I just  relaxed  on  the  beach  drinking 
Starbucks  coffee  and  watching  the  surfers. 

I was  riding  most  days  which  is  good  for  this  time  of 
year.  I also  took  my  road  bicycle  with  me  so  I was  able  to 
get  some  good  cycling  done  as  well.  Overall  I had  a good 
time  out  there  on  the  bike  and  training  before  heading  back 
for  pre-season  testing. 

It’s  nice  to  be  back  home  to  see  our  dogs  and  rabbit. 

The  only  thing  is  that  the  weather  here  is  freezing.  I’m  off  to 


Holland  next  week  to  do  some  riding  before  my  first  race  on 
February  12  at  Mantova  in  Italy.  It’s  a bit  early  I know  but  it 
will  be  a good  warm-up  and  will  give  me  a chance  to  gauge 
myself  against  the  other  riders. 

I’m  looking  forward  to  it  all  starting  up  again  and  I’m 
especially  looking  forward  to  the  Hawkstone 
International  and  the  British  championship.  It  will 
be  nice  to  see  all  my  fans  again. 

Speaking  of  fans,  I bumped  into  a few 
British  ones  at  the  Anaheim  supercross  races 
who  came  and  asked  for  my  autograph.  They 
were  really  nice  people  and  I ended  up 
chatting  with  them  for  about  10  minutes. 

Well  I’m  feeling  a bit  tired  so  I’m  gonna 
try  and  get  some  sleep  to  help  me  over  the  jet 
lag!  Good  luck  and  see  you  soon... 

Words  by  Stephen  Sword  Photo  by  Ray  Chuss 
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7 met  up  with  Mike  Brown  for  lunch  one  day  when  we 
didn’t  ride  and  talked  about  going  cycling  together  but 
to  be  honest  I reckon  he’d  kill  me  on  the  bicycle  as  he’s 
really  into  cycling  in  a big  way” 


Hot  n1  happy! 


It’s  all  going  great  guns  for  Gord 
for  the  coming  season  in  the  S 


ly  as  he  prepares 
tateside  sun 


YA  YA  ya  ho!  It’s  me  again  and  I’m  back  with 


for  my  English  teacher  Mr  Lawless.  I’ve  got  my  A4  pad,  my 


my  homework 


erican  RV 
p to  in  the 

e now  - 
to  get  myself 
the  current 


ng  of  my  bike 


pen  and  a cup  of  tea  and  I’m  sitting  in  an  > 

Motorhome  thinking  of  everything  I’ve  been  up 
last  few  weeks. 

I’m  in  California  and  I have  been  for  a whi  e 
riding  and  testing  with  the  mandatory  training  1 
into  a better  position  to  take  some  glory  from  1 
superstars  of  the  motocross  circuit.  It’s  been  very 
productive  so  far  for  me  and  I’m  really  enjoying  myself 
again  - something  I’ve  missed. 

Graham  Hanna  at  IFS  arranged  the  shippin 
in  a crate  which  was 
jam-packed  full  of  test 
parts,  spares,  tools,  riding 
kit  and  gear.  It  takes  around 
1 0 days  to  get  it  from  my 
workshop  door  in  Ireland  to 
my  friend’s  workshop  door 
in  America.  Customs  in  LA 
is  the  hardest  part  to  get 
through  and  again  IFS  take 
care  of  that  for  me. 

I booked  my  flights  for 
LA  through  my  friend  Stuart 
Bell  who  is  a pilot  on  the 
British  Airways  long  haul 
flights.  And  with  a bit  of 
networking  magic  through 
another  friend  - Matt  - we 
managed  to  get  a full 
upgrade  to  first  class. 

Full  thanks  to  those  two 
guys  as  we  received 
rock  star  treatment  from 
start  to  finish. 

lain  actually  nearly  got 
us  thrown  off  the  flight  for  taking  pictures  after  some  Z-list 
celebrity  wench  gave  off  some  stink  after  thinking  he  was 
going  to  sell  the  pictures  to  a magazine  or  something.  She 
made  lain  delete  the  pictures  and  gave  it  large  in  front  of 
the  entire  First  Class  cabin  - daft  cow! 

I had  my  first  hospital  visit  of  the  year  which  I didn’t 
really  welcome  but  this  time  it  wasn’t  me  who  was  injured, 
lain  managed  to  obtain  a workshop  injury  wh  le  working  on 
a bike  with  no  rear  shock  in  it.  Whatever  way  he  lifted  it  off 
the  stand  he  trapped  his  hand  and  cut  it  open  right  from  his 
knuckles  to  his  wrist.  This  was  the  day  before  we  flew  to 
America  and  he  had  to  get  it  stitched  up  and  get  a course 
of  painkillers  and  antibiotics  to  keep  him  going. 

When  we  arrived  in  LA  I got  myself  downtown  to  an  RV 
rental  agency  and  took  on  a Funmover  motorhome  for  a 
month.  We’ve  been  living  in  it  and  with  the  huge  workshop 
in  the  back  lain  can  prep  and  maintain  the  Honda  easily  in 
there.  She  runs  on  petrol  and  with  a VI 0 motor  it’s  possibly 
the  thirstiest  wagon  I’ve  ever  been  in.  It  takes  120  dollars  to 
fill  the  tank  and  so  far  I’ve  clocked  up  around  1,500  miles. 
I’ve  had  to  get  a part-time  job  flipping  Big  Macs  in 
McDonalds  to  pay  for  the  fuel  bill  - just  kiddin’. 


and  rode  at  Glen  Helen  until  dark.  I hadn’t  been  on  a dry 
track  in  quite  a few  months  so  I enjoyed  every  lap.  After  a 
week  or  so  of  riding  I started  testing  some  parts  that  we’d 
brought  over  in  our  crate  and  even  though  it  takes  up  so 
much  time  it’s  worth  every  minute. 

We’ll  be  using  Showa  kit  suspension  this  year  but  it 
doesn’t  arrive  in  Britain  until  late  February  and  I would 
prefer  to  have  a good  base  setting  long  before  then.  Stevie 
Martin  kindly  helped  me  out  by  letting  me  borrow  his  2005 
Showa  kit  suspension  and  I’ve  been  riding  with  that  out 
here.  This  means  we  can  dial  it  in  ourselves  to  what  works 
best  for  me  on  the  track  and  then  we  can  get  back  to  the 

UK  and  transfer  it  to  the  new 


equipment.  Cheers  Stevie! 

Peter  Dickson  of 
Bridgestone  arranged  for  me 
to  do  some  tyre  testing  out 
here  too  and  it’s  worked  out 
very  well.  Bubba,  Reed  and 
Carmichael  all  use 
Bridgestone  tyres  and  the 
driver  for  the  Race  Event 
service  truck  is  actually  a full 
blown  Irish  lad  from  Dublin  - 
he’s  even  ginger!  De  luck  of 
de  Oirish  I tell  ye! 

I met  up  with  Mike  Brown 
for  lunch  one  day  when  we 
didn’t  ride  and  talked  about 
going  cycling  together  but  to 
be  honest  I reckon  he’d  kill 
me  on  the  bicycle  as  he’s 
really  into  cycling  in  a 
big  way. 

The  days  I haven’t  been 
riding  I go  training  at  my 
friend  Al’s  house.  He’s  an 
ex-ATV  champion  and  runs  a business  called  CT  Racing. 

I met  him  through  Justin  Reid  and  we’ve  been  pals  ever 
since.  His  house  has  a gym  and  he  lives  in  a part  of  LA 
which  is  very  hilly  so  mountainbiking  and  running  is 
fantastic  from  his  place.  He’s  got  a great  workshop  with  all 
the  machining  tools  you’d  ever  need  and  a dyno  for  testing 
the  motor.  He’s  helped  me  out  a lot  getting  the  engine 
running  good  out  here. 

I’ve  spotted  a few  familiar  faces  while  I’ve  been  out  here 
including  my  old  team-mates  Yoshi  Atsuta  and  Jussi 
Vehvilainen  who  are  both  pals  of  mine.  On  a few  occasions 
we’ve  met  up  at  some  tracks  and  put  some  laps  in  together. 

Marc  De  Reuver  is  here  also  and  off  the  bike  he’s  a 
really  funny  guy.  He  could  take  the  title  this  year  if  he 
stays  healthy  long  enough  to  see  the  end  of  the  season 
but  in  the  past  it’s  just  never  worked  out  like  that  for 
him.  I wish  him  good  luck! 

Okay,  I reckon  I’ve  yakked  on  enough  about  me, 
me,  me  for  one  month  so  I’m  gonna  fax  this  off  to  Mr 
Lawless  and  head  back  to  the  track  to  get  on  with  my 
job!  Thanks  for  reading,  I’ll  see  you  all  at  Hawkstone. 

Words  by  Gordon  Crockard  Photo  by  Sutty 
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‘ week  I’m  heading  oil  to  Italy  to  see  some  sponsors  and  to 
the  Hell’s  Gate  race...l  didn’t  believe  how  much  work  there 
volved  in  preparing  tor  these  extreme  events  - lair  play  to 
If er  as  he  must  have  spent  months  getting  a good  set  up” 


event  and  three  good  races  without  any  hassles  - literally 
turn  up,  pay  your  money  and  ride.  Well  done  Tom! 

Next  week  I’m  heading  off  to  Italy  to  see  some  sponsors 
and  to  ride  in  the  Hell’s  Gate  race.  I know  that  we  should  be 
prepared  a lot  better  as  I’m  getting  a lot  of  help  from  Steve 
Plain  and  Ian  in  organising  and  making  sure  we  have  got 
lights  that  I can  see  with. 

I’m  starting  testing  for  the  race  this  weekend,  doing 
some  night  riding  and  machine  preparation  as  well  as 
testing  some  lights  that  go  on  the  helmet.  I didn’t  believe 
how  much  work  there  was  involved  in  preparing  for  these 
extreme  events  - fair  play  to  Knighter  as  he  must  have 
spent  months  getting  a good  set  up. 

I’m  sure  we’ll  come  good  in  the  end.  I now  have  the  ’06 
CR250s  which  have  had  some  small  improvement  over  the 
’05  model  - the  main  thing  being  the  longer  silencer  which 
has  helped  smooth  out  the  power.  The  rest  of  the  bike  will 
be  the  same  set  up  as  ’05  with  K-Tech  suspension  mods, 
small  engine  work  and  all  the  trick  parts  robbed  from 
the  shop! 

That’s  pretty  much  it  for  now  other  than  I’ve  got  to 
get  my  ass  down  the  gym  and  do  some  work  as  it’s 
too  damn  cold  to  go  riding  at  the  moment. 

See  you  at  the  races... 

Words  by  Paul  Edmondson  Photo  by  Jonty  Edmunds 
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“On  this  island  road  racers  are  legends...so  to  win  an  award  ol 
this  nature  gives  credit  to  the  achievements  ol  Martin  and  the 
MX  Iraternity  who  rarely  get  talked  about  in  the  same  breath 
as  their  Tarmac  compatriots” 


And  the  winner  is 


...Martin  Ban  who  conies  away 
from  the  Irish  annual  awards 
with  a fistful  of  silverware 


Irisl 


- was 


i moti 


- giv< 


NO  BIG  surprise  that  Martin  Barr  lifted  the 
award  for  MX  rider  of  the  year  seeing  as  the 
youngster  made  both  national  and  internation 

What  was  exceptional  though  to  both  Marti 
motocross  in  general  is  that  one  of  the  most 
awards  - for  the  young  rider  of  the  year  - 
awarded  to  him!  Now  the  significance  of  a 
winning  this  award  is  enormous. 

On  this  island  road  racers  are  legends  an^ 
currently  such  a talented  presence  at  British 
level  with  the  Lavertys  and  Jonny  Rea  etc.  So 
award  of  this  nature  - which  is  decided  by  a 
panel  from  within  the  industry  and  media  - 
the  achievements  of  Martin  and  the  MX  frater 
rarely  get  talked  about  in  the  same  breath  as 
Tarmac  compatriots. 

Speaking  of  legends,  it  was  without  a dou 
highlights  of  the  awards  evening  to  have  none 
three-time  world  champ  Dave  Thorpe  present 
of  the  year  awards.  Second  behind  Martin 
McCullough  - despite  not  winning  a champion: 
The  Ballymena  charger  always  stirs  up  passioi 
his  best  rides  ever  was  at  Ballykelly  last  seasoi 
after  a crash  - he  remounted,  fixed  himself  a 
from  dead  last  to  take  a monumental  victory, 
performance  - and  the  fact  that  ’05  was  his 
season  after  what  would  have  been  to  many 
career  ending  injury  - would  have  added  a f( 
from  the  judges. 

Robert  Hamilton  was  voted  third  following 
season  that  saw  him  win  the  Ulster  title  althou 
club  politics  were  to  play  a part  in  taking  his 
away  from  the  sprightly  17-year-old. 

Pre-season  practice  is  in  full  swing  and 
superstars  are  practising  at  secret  locations 
Europe,  the  clubman  racers  are  doing  their 
their  2006  machines  before  a wheel  is  turned 

Ulstermotocross.com  is  full  of  the  ‘which 
and  horror  stories  of  £5000  machines  reduced 
the  odd  four-stroker  throws  its  dummy  out  of 
I don’t  believe  that  any  of  the  manufacturers 
that’s  designed  to  implode  during  its  lifetime, 
this  indeed  does  happen  on  occasion  is 
maintenance  - or  rather  the  lack  of  it.  Then 
that  we  tend  to  look  for  ways  to  make  already 
even  faster  which  in  turn  will  have  a direct 
reliability  issue. 

If  you’re  desperate  to  get  rid  of  some  of 
hard-earned  cash  in  order  to  improve  your  lap 
get  your  suspension  set  up  and  put  a new  tyr 
needed.  It’s  a simple  enough  theory  - if  your 
bouncing  about  like  a Lotto  winning  Donkey 
pressed  to  make  that  pass  stick.  And  it  won’t 
have  a factory  engine  if  you’re  running  slicks! 

News  of  the  demise  of  two-strokes  may 
little  premature.  Paddock  talk  is  that  DG  Willia 
Tommy  Merton  was  seen  practising  on  a 125c< 
will  this  mean  a return  to  the  tiddler  for  Tommy 
s? 
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GOMX/Russell’s  rider  Luke  Wilde  will  run  125/250cc 
two-stroke  Suzuki  machines  in  his  rookie  season  while 
team-mate  Robert  Hamilton  is  considering  riding  a 125  and 
450F  Yamaha  in  the  Irish  title  chase. 

And  then  there  is  Adam  Lyons.  What’s  Adam  going  to 
be  up  to  this  season?  All  I can  say  is  watch  this  space 
(which  means  you  haven’t  got  a feckin’  clue  - SL)... 

Moto-One  teamsters  McC  and  Wayne  Garrett  have 
been  clocking  up  the  miles  on  their  KTM  250F  machines 
and  the  word  is  that  Wayne  is  flying!  Not  at  all  surprising  as 
on  his  day  Wayne’s  the  fastest  rider  in  the  country  but  it’s  a 
long  way  to  go  until  the  final  Irish  national  round  on 
September  17. 

Gordon  Crockard  is  well  into  his  preparations  for  what 
will  be  a tough  return  to  top  level  competition  but  the 
three-time  British  champ  is  hungry  to  regain  his  place  at 
the  top.  Fast  becoming  the  premier  series  in  Europe,  the 
British  title  will  be  hotly-contested  in  2006. 

GC  has  the  talent  and  burning  ambition  - although  in 
some  quarters  of  the  British  off-road  press  Gordy  appears 
to  have  been  written  off.  Well,  those  that  know  him  know 
this  is  the  best  form  of  motivation  available  for  the 
Newtownards  man  - we  all  remember  when  GC  went 
from  zero  to  hero. 

The  release  of  championship  dates  has  been  met 
with  the  usual  moaning  by  some  - although  it  must  be 
said  that  the  majority  have  welcomed  the  effort  that  has 
been  made  by  the  MRA  to  ensure  that  the 
Irish  and  Ulster  series  will  get  to  visit 
most  of  the  circuits  available. 

And  it’s  good  to  see  the  famous 
Tinkerhill  venue  returning  to  the 
championship  calendar -the  popular 
hardpack  track  just  outside  Newry 
always  generates  one  of  the  largest 
crowds  of  the  season. 

Words  by  Stevie  Mills  Photo  by  Sutty 
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Comic  query 

Hi  my  name  is  Josh  and  I ride  an  XR100R. 
I’ve  been  reading  your  magazine  for  two  years 
now  ever  since  my  friend  got  me  the  June  ’03 
issue  and  I like  it.  Boy  Hardy  is  my  favourite 
page  but  I’ve  been  wondering  if  things  ever  go 
right  for  him  and  Bob. 

Josh,  via  email 

Of  course  things  go  right  for  them 
occasionally  - if  you  check  your  past  issues 
I’m  sure  you’ll  find  the  boy  has  won  an  odd 
race  or  two  and  picked  up  some  very  lucrative 
sponsorship  deals! 

Get  well  Dan! 

A very  big  get  well  soon  to  Eastern  Centre 
rider  Daniel  Noman  who  is  likely  to  be  spending 
a long  period  of  time  in  hospital  due  to  an 
horrific  crash  which  led  to  major  injuries. 

It’s  feared  that  Daniel  could  be  in  hospital 
between  16  and  20  weeks.  Daniel  is  currently 
in  the  James  Padget  Hospital  in  Great 
Yarmouth  and  is  very  bored  so  please  drop  on 
by  and  give  him  some  support. 

We’d  also  like  to  say  a big  thank  you  to  all 
that  helped  on  the  track  in  keeping  Dan  safe 
from  other  riders.  Once  again,  get  well 
soon  mate! 

Steven  Wall,  Chris  Place  and  all  of  the 
Eastern  Centre  crew 

And  a great  big  DBR  get  well  soon  from 
everyone  in  the  office! 

Tiny  tests 

After  riding  motocross  for  many  years 
I’ve  had  to  retire  through  all  the  injuries  I’ve 
picked  up  but  my  passion  for  the  sport  lives 
on  and  is  now  shared  by  my  1 0-year-old  son 
Josh  who  is  racing  his  first  season  this  year 
with  the  YMSA. 

You  guys  put  together  a well  presented 
mag  covering  the  MX  and  youth  scene  with 
Rage  but  I want  more!  You  do  excellent  bike 


tests  but  you  don’t  cover  the  65cc  and  85cc 
bikes.  Do  you  realise  how  many  kids  buy 
your  magazine  and  how  many  parents  scratch 
their  heads  each  year  wondering  which  bike 
has  the  advantage  (if  any)?  It  would  be  great 
if  you  could  do  a 65  and  85cc  shoot  out  with 
the  Japanese  bikes  and  the  orange  one 
from  Austria. 

Andy,  Yorkshire 

We  agree  it’s  something  DBR  should 
definitely  look  into  - it’s  just  a matter  of  getting 
our  midget  test  team  and  some  bikes  together. 

Fan  mail! 

I’ve  not  been  on  a motocross  bike  for 
over  10  years  but  the  man  who  rode  the  #661 
Kawasaki  at  the  Cardiff  supercross  has  made 
me  want  to  start  riding  again.  I had  a read 
through  Mr  Walker’s  story  in  February’s  DBR 
and  what  he  said  and  what  I saw  from  the 
crowd  didn’t  quite  match  up. 

In  your  letters  page  last  month  it  said 
that  Mr  Walker  had  been  ‘training  hard’  - at 
McDonalds  maybe?  Every  time  I buy  DBR  Mr 
Walker  is  in  there  riding  bikes  so  my  lad  and  I 
expected  him  to  be  fairly  fit  looking  and  quick. 
What  we  actually  witnessed  was  a portly  bloke 
riding  around  at  the  back  turning  in  lap  times 
the  autos  would  be  ashamed  of. 

I used  to  race  big  meetings  with  no  support 
every  week  (notice  all  the  people  who 
supported  Mr  Walker  at  the  end  of  Feb’s 
column).  I will  race  the  next  Cardiff  SX  if 
Walker  rides  it  again  to  prove  that  I could  put 
in  a better  performance  than  him  - if  he  was 
injured  or  not  - even  though  I’ve  not  raced 
for  1 0 years. 

Name  withheld,  South  Wales 

If  you’re  too  chicken  to  admit  who  you  are 
in  your  letter  we  reckon  you’ll  be  way  too 
chicken  to  turn  up  and  actually  race  the  Cardiff 
SX.  Have  you  never  heard  the  phrase  ‘don’t 
hate  - congratulate’? 


LETTERSWINPRIZES 

It’s  the  kinda  deal  known  in  the  trade  as  a 
double  bonus!  Write  to  Rant,  get  your  letter 
published  and  you’ll  win  a one-litre  trigger 
bottle  of  marvellous  bike  cleaning  fluid  Muc-Off. 
And  if  we  rate  your  letter  highly  enough  you’ll  also 
receive  our  monthly  star  prize  - a super-sized 
Shoei  kitbag!  It’s  a win-win  thing... 


DVD  Disaster! 

* - ■ - 1 Right.  Just  reading  DBR  and 

very  f'ne  it 's  too  but  you’ve  hit  a 
helmet  popping  nerve  and  I’ve  just 
got  to  scream  at  someone  so  I’m 
i letting  the  messenger  have  it  - throttle  pinned. 

I’m  referring  to  Dawg’s  Paced  review.  I 
bought  it  as  a late  Christmas  present  to  myself 
cause  no  matter  how  many  times  I pointed  it 
out  on  the  bike  store’s  shelves,  picked  it  up, 
showed  it  to  her  and  said  “I’d  like  this  for 
Christmas”  she  thought  I’d  prefer  a pair  of  YSL 
boxers  and  some  freakin’  hair  gel. 

So  I’ve  got  it  home,  unwrapped  it  and 
popped  it  in  the  DVD  player  faster  than  Geoff 
Walker  attempting  a triple  jump  in  Wales.  Let’s 
face  it,  it’s  the  off-season  and  outside  it  looks 
something  like  last  year’s  Anaheim  1 but 
without  the  bikes.  It’s  cold  and  wet  and  we 
numbskull  dirt  biking  types  need  some  fodder 
to  crank  us  through  to  the  never  never  land  of 
outdoor  antics  before  we  soil  our  new  YSL 
pants  in  an  effort  to  do  something  interesting. 

So  I wait  for  Paced  to  start  - it’s  only  a DVD 
but  it  will  help  me  through.  Then  it  happens, 
the  narrator  speaks.  Within  minutes  the  pants 
are  full  and  the  will  to  live  has  been  drawn 
through  my  brain  like  dust  through  a badly 
prepped  air  filter.  It’s  nothing  short  of  a crime. 

The  commentary  is  more  depressing  than 
fitting  yer  oil  filter  back  to  front  in  yer  spanking 
250F  and  the  resulting  bank  balance  (I  just 
know,  okay).  This  one  should  be  investigated 
by  the  Scrambling  Police  and  the  guilty  party 
hung  by  the  hairy  boys  until  a full  apology  to 
each  and  every  punter  is  made  out  in  blood. 
The  guy  is  comatose.  He  is  to  motocross 
what  icebergs  were  to  the  Titanic.  What  makes 
it  even  more  upsetting  is  the  rest  of  the  film 
is  excellent. 

The  comment  about  replacing  the  narrator 
with  Swamp  Thing  from  TGO  2 is  more  right  on 
than  lettuce  juice  and  sunflower  seeds.  ‘Thing’ 
may  be  a boy  cow’s  dingle  dangle  but  he 
captures  the  balls-out  mind-squelching  smoke, 
noise  and  guts  adrenaline  fix  that  is  motocross. 

So  Paced  was  ripped  from  the  DVD  player 
in  a fit  of  disgust  and  replaced  with  the  closest 
thing  I could  get  my  hands  on  - does  anybody 
know  how  to  retrieve  a more  than  filthy  pair  of 
posh  pants  from  a play  back  appliance? 

Townley,  I hold  you  responsible. 

Disgusted,  Tunbridge  Wells 


Before  you  try  and  prise  your  crusty  pants 
from  the  DVD  player  we  suggest  you  unplug  it 
from  the  wall.  Remember  kids  - safety  first! 


Mistaken  identity 

Sutty,  what’s  the  crack  with  that  photo?  It’s 
not  even  me  ya  ****er! 

Glen,  South  Wales 

No  ***t  Sherlock!  You  gotta  admit  though 
that  the  little  ice-lolly  licker  sure  does  look  a 
lot  like  you. 


Got  something  on  your  mind? 
Well  don’t  keep  it  to  yourself 
- share  it  with  us. 

Write  to  Rant  at  the  usual 
address  or  email  us  at 
rant@dirtbikerider.  co.  uk 
All  letters/emails  must  be 
accompanied  by  a full  address. 
Oh,  and  please  don’t  send 
emails  all  in  capitals.  Cheers! 
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Ion  Jersey 

£29.99  srp 


Mul  tiple  stretch  pands  create 
non -restrictive  fit  and 
performance  In  all  condtkms 


Soft,  flexible,  non -cumbersome 
TFR  patches  offer  lots  of  roost 
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Mon  restrictive  artkoteted 
knee  allows  maximum  mobdty 
and  comfort 


BalKstfc  and  Chsmufc  synthetic 
leather  oompasite  knees  mate 
durability  and  resist  bur  ring. 


Ion  Pant 


£79.99  srp 


Other  companies  may  imply 
that  they  have  a competitive 
mkHine  of  motocross  gear  - 
ha  bring  it  on!  Ion  has  all  the 
bells  and  whistles  that  will  keep 
the  competition  off  your  back 
while  you  look  like  a million  bucks. 


Call  0870  442  8310 
for  your  nearest  stockist 
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Skin  Industries 

Repeat  Graphics 

Need  some  Skin  Industries  graphics  to  make  your  new 
sled  stand  out  from  the  crowd?  Well  if  that’s  the  case 
there’s  only  one  thing  to  do  - get  on  t’blower  to 
Freestylextreme  right  now! 

Price:  £94.99 

Supplier:  freestylextreme.com 


Ikon 

VX1  Junior  Boot 


Momma  mia!  These  are  some  bad-ass,  bargain-priced, 
trick-looking,  Italian-made  motocross  boots  just  for 
nippers!  They  come  in  junior  sizes  13  to  six  in  four 
different  colours  - white,  white! blue,  white! red 
and  blacklblack. 

Price:  £69 

Supplier:  Serval  Marketing 


Big  Bang 

Hour  Meter 


If  you’ve  got  any  idea  just  how  many  hours 
your  mosickle’s  been  running  you’re  either  a 
wizard,  some  sort  of  genius,  you  suffer  from 
autism  (like  Dustin  Hoffman’s  character  in 
Rainman)  or  maybe  you’ve  just  done  the 
smart  thing  and  bought  yourself  a Big  Bang 
hour  meter  from  Baseline. 

The  easily  mounted  meter  picks  up  the  pulse 
from  your  HT  lead  then  notches  up  every 
single  second  of  run-time  on  the  LCD  display 
meaning  you  know  exactly  when  it’s  time  to 
replace  the  oil,  check  your  valves  or  chuck  in 
a new  piston. 

Price:  £34.95 
Supplier:  baselineltd.com 


PlayStation 


If  you  were  a back-flippin’,  car  rollin’,  high 
pimpin’,  dirt  hikin’,  cake  bakin’  extreme 
sports  legend  you’d  most  likely  have  your 
own  signature  line  of  luggage  too.  Until 
then  you’ll  just  have  to  make  do  with 
putting  your  daily  junk  in  this  O’Gio 
Travis  Pastrana  backpack. 

Price:  £24.99 
Supplier:  onfire.co.uk 


Okay,  so  it’s  not  a motocross  game  but  Jacked  does 
have  bikes,  jumps,  fighting  and  bike  jacking  so  it’s 
kind  of  like  racing  in  the  last  round  of  the  2005  AMA 
125  Nationals  ho  ho  ho!  And  if  that’s  not  a good 
enough  reason  to  buy  Jacked  then  how  about  that  30p 
from  every  game  sold  is  donated  to  the 
Everyman  Male  Cancer  Campaign? 

Check  it  out  at  your  local  electrical  entertainment 
emporium  right  now. 

Price:  £19.99 
Supplier:  xplosiv.net 
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Evoke 

Concepts 

Shirt  Printing 

If  you  want  everyone  to  know  who  you  are  - 
including  that  tapper  you  just  elbowed  over 
the  berm  and  into  Beefy  Brenda’s  burger 
barn  - then  you  need  to  get  yo’  name  and 
number  printed  on  your  race  shirt  dang 
quick.  Evoke-Concepts  is  one  of  the  newer 
names  on  the  shirt  printing  block  but  their 
work  seems  to  be  bang  on  - check  out  their 
website  for  more  details. 

Price:  One  colour  £12 
Dual  colour  £16 
Multi  colour  £20 
Supplier:  evoke-concepts.com 

□7749  236243 


Fox  Racing 

Tarmac  Racewear 

Look  just  like  Ricky  with  this  all-new  Tarmac  racewear 
from  industry  leaders  Fox  Racing.  The  Tarmac  range 
utilises  the  very  latest  in  moto-clothing  technology  with 
some  ground-breaking  - to  motocross  at  least  - mint 
humbug  inspired  designs.  Nice. 

Price:  Jersey  £39 
Pants  £130 

Supplier:  foxeurope.com 

□ 1 01  487  61  □□ 


Oakley 

Goggle  Case 

Anyone  who’s  ever  raced  should  know  the  importance  of  good 
goggle  management  - ya  know,  keeping  your  goggles,  lenses 
and  tear-offs  in  one  place  rather  than  rummaging  through 
your  gearbag  looking  for  that  spare  lens  you  last  saw 
poking  out  one  of  your  Tech  10s. 

Well  fear  no  more  because  the  good  people  at  Oakley 
have  come  up  with  the  dog’s  danglies  of  goggle  cases. 

V That’s  right,  you  can  keep  three  pairs  of  goggles, 

some  lenses  and  possibly  a few  packs  of  tear-offs  or 
maybe  a Kit  Kat  in  the  neat  looking  case. 

Give  the  guys  at  Fuel  Racing  a call  and  get 
yours  now  so  you  too  can  be  organised  for 
the  ’06  season. 

Price:  £39.95 

Supplier:  fuelracing.co.uk 

□ 1 268  28 1 Cl □ 
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CARBON  FIBRE  COMPOSITE 


THERMO  PLASTIC  URETHANE  HINGE  L 

^ 

MAXIMUM  PROTECTION,  SMOOTH  AND  SECURE  1 

INSPIRED  BY  THE  HUMAN  BODY  THE  GROUND  BREAKING  TPU  HINGE 
ASSEMBLY  SUPPORTS  NATURAL  RANGE  OF  MOTION  IN  THE  KNEE. 

THE  HINGE  STOP  HOUSING  PROVIDES  SECURE  EXTENSION  LOCKING 
AND  MAXIMUM  MEDIAL  AND  LATERAL  PROTECTION.  (PATENTS  PENDING) 


THE  LOW  PROFILE  FRAME  CONFORMS  TO  YOU,  RIDING  GEAR 
ANDYOUR  BIKE.  TWO  FULL  LAYERS  OF  CARBON  FIBRE  ENHANCE 
STRUCTURAL  INTEGRITY  KEEPING  THE  TOTAL  WEIGHT  TO  ONLY 

660GMS  (MED) 


OFF  THE  SHELF  L 

v^- 

SIZE  AND  SUPPLY  1 

BRACES  ARE  AVAILABLE  IN  SMALL,  MEDIUM, 
LARGE  AND  EXTRA  LARGE.  CONTACT  YOUR 
LOCAL  RETAILER  TO  VIEW  OUR  PRODUCT. 


LIGHT  WEIGHT,  ERGONOMIC  AND  STRONG 


CUSTOMISE  THE  FIT 

GET  PERSONAL 

ADJUSTABLE  STRAP  LENGTHS,  STRAP  PADDING,  HINGE  PADDING. 
OPTIONAL  BRACE  LOCKING  ANGLES  (12.5°,  15.0°,  17.5°,  20.0°) 


PODMX  KNEE  BRACE 

THE  NEXT  LEVEL  IN  KNEE  BRACE  PERFORMANCE 


AUTHORISED  STOCKISTS: 
A1MX  - Doncaster  - 01302  364  407 
ALBION  MC/S  - Exeter  - 01392  260340 
BIKESPORT  - Newcastle  upon  Tyne  - 0191  232  8970 
BROCKS  - Derby  - 01 332  331 1 31 
CCM  - Dublin  - 00353  14  525866 
CORBY  - Northants  - 01536  401  010 
CYCLEOGICAL  - Mid  Glamorgan  - 01443  218700 
CRADLEY  KAWASAKI  - West  Midlands  - 01384  633455 
DES  HELYAR  MC/S  - Hampshire  - 0118  9700665 
DESTINATION  MX  - East  Sussex  - 01424  439  767 
DOUG  HACKING  MC/S  - Bolton  - Lancs  - 01204  491511 
DRYSDALE  MC/S  - Perth  - Scotland  - 01738  451050 
EUROTEK  - Ripon  - 01765  608209 
FUTURE  RACING  - Dorset  - 01202245559 
GEAR  4 - Peterborough  - 01778  345653 
GEARED  UP  (MX1)  - Gateshead  - 01914872100 
GH  MC/S  - Essex  - 01206  791155 
JD  RACING  - Saltash  Cornwall  - 01752  848  888 
JACK  HORSEMAN  MC/S  - Cumbria  - 01228  545333 
MEREDITH  MX  - Bristol  - 0117  971  4873 
MX  RACING  SERVICES  - Sussex  - 01903  851  248 
MOTOPROSS  - Narberth  - South  Wales  - 01834  860347 
POA  RACING  - Chorley  - Lancs  - 01257  4506600 
POOLE  MC/S  - Dorset  - 01202  670023 
RACESPEC  - Gloucestershire  - 01684  299699 
RIDE  MX  - Stratford  upon  Avon  - Warwickshire  - 01789  292931 
ROAD  AND  TRACK  - Isle  of  Man  - 01624  623725 
RON  HUMPHREYS  MC/S  - Leighton  Buzzard.  Beds  - 01525  384829 
SHERWOOD  MC/S  - West  Midlands  - 0121  7771311 
SOUTHSIDE  MX  - Norfolk  - 01379  890807 
ST.  BLAZEY  MC/S  - Cornwall  - 01726  816181 
TEE  BEE  MC/S  - Leeds  - 01 1 3 25201 08 
VIC  EASTWOOD  MC/S  - Kent  - 01322  669  469 


SELF  TRACKING  PATELLA  GUARD 

EXTRA  PROTECTION 

THE  PATELLA  GUARD  IS  CONNECTED  TO  THE  HINGE 
ASSEMBLY  AND  TRANSFERS  IMPACT  AWAY  FROM 
THE  KNEE  CAP  AND  INTO  THE  BRACE  (patentspending) 


IMPROVED  COMFORT  + AIR  FLOW 

BE  COOL 

THE  VENTED  FOAM  REMOVABLE  LINER  KEEPS  YOU 
COOL,  WHILE  THERM0-F0RMED  PRESSURE-POINT 
PADDING  KEEPS  YOU  COMFORTABLE. 


DISTRIBUTED  BY  FOX  RACING  EUROPE 
WWW.F0XEUR0PE.COM  OR  CALL  (01 91 ) 487  61 00 


PODMX.COM 

RRP  £499.95  PAIR 


Homeward  bound 

After  a long  and  glittering  pro  career  banging  bars  

and  bashing  his  body  at  the  sharp  end  of  the  Britisli^^^HM^HH^^^ 
and  world  MX  championships,  Paul  Cooper’s  finally 
calling  it  a day  and  ‘retiring’  to  his  native  South 
Africa  - we’re  going  to  miss  him... 

Words  by  Jonathan  Bentman  Photos  by  Redeye 


PAUL  COOPER’S  story  is  not  one  of  mercurial, 
almost  supernatural  talent.  And  it’s  not  one  of  a 
small-town  boy  made  good  (although  it  comes 
close).  Nor  is  it  a story  of  a man  cut  down  in  his 
prime.  Most  definitely  Cooperman’s  story  is  no 
pulp  fiction  page-turner. 

Firmly  planted  in  reality,  it’s  about  hard 
graft,  about  crafting  race  skills,  building 
championships,  about  being  the  best  rider  that 
he  could  be.  It’s  also  about  maintaining  a 
professional  career  with  results  that  would 
delight  sponsors  while  carrying  injuries  that 
would  slay  a lesser  man.  And  it  is  thankfully 
about  coming  out  the  other  end  and  reaching 
retirement  with  the  pride  and  dignity  of  a warrior 
who  fought  with  honour  and  won  accolades 
richly  deserved. 

Meeting  Coops  at  a Yorkshire  warehouse  for 


the  photoshoot  reinforces  the  sense  of  disbelief 
that  we  really  have  seen  the  last  of  Cooperman 
in  British  motocross.  For  a rider  going  on  35 
years  of  age  (not  yet,  in  August)  and  with  15 
years  of  international  racing  under  his  belt  he 
looks  remarkably  upright  and  fit  - youthful  in 
fact.  There’s  no  limp,  his  shoulders  sit  square 
and  there’s  alert  crystal  clarity  in  his  eyes. 

And  there’s  this  curious  mix  of  sensitivity  and 
robustness.  This  is  not  a man  past  his  prime  so 
surely  it’s  too  soon  to  be  talking  retirement? 

But  when  he  strips  off  his  shirt  for  the  shoot 
I can  see  there  are  lines  that  betray  the  truth. 
Scars  run  like  train  tracks  down  every  limb  and 
even  slash  across  his  torso  at  random  intervals. 
His  right  bicep  is  part  withered.  Yet  even  now  - 
and  for  all  the  scars  - this  is  very  much  the 
body  of  a supreme  athlete.  Cooperman  has 


never  been  a slacker  and  heading  for  what  will 
be  two  pre-retirement  years  racing  in  South 
Africa  he  still  trains  and  rides  to  the  same  level 
as  a GP  racer.  He  is  nothing  if  not  professional. 

Of  course,  it’s  an  incredibly  difficult  task  to 
try  and  draw  a complete  picture  of  Cooper  the 
motocross  racer.  The  career  is  so  long  and 
peppered  with  so  many  events  - both  good  and 
bad  - that  no  one  aspect,  no  one  event  can  be 
selected  to  define  the  man.  And  such  is  the 
depth  to  Cooper,  certainly  no  one  result  can 
stand  as  a defining  moment. 

There  was  of  course  that  runner-up  finish  at 
the  British  GP  at  Foxhill  in  1999  and  another 
podium  in  Belgium  a season  later,  a time  when 
Cooper  looked  to  be  at  the  height  of  his 
powers.  Yet  he  won  a British  championship  as 
far  back  as  1993  and  as  recently  as  2002.  And 
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on  the  occasions  when  it’s  been  Kurt  Nicoll  or 
Gordon  Crockard  or  Josh  Coppins  enjoying  the 
championship  celebrations,  so  many  times  it’s 
been  Cooperman  who’s  been  the  rider  who’s 
pushed  them  all  the  way  to  the  wire. 

Ever  the  realist,  Coops  knows  exactly  how 
he  got  to  run  with  such  stellar  names.  “I  think  as 
a rider  I’m  part  natural,  part  learnt.  There  are 
certain  riders  out  there  we  call  very,  very 
talented  - Robbie  Herring,  Jean  Michel  Bayle, 
Jeremy  McGrath  - but  I’ve  got  a different  take 
on  it.  They  do  have  natural  talent  but  I believe  it 
comes  from  doing  the  right  kind  of  practising. 
How  they  learnt  when  growing  up,  by  doing  the 
right  things,  honing  the  skills. 

“I  definitely  cannot  be  classed  as  one  of 
those  talented  riders.  I think  I’ve  got  a little  of 
the  technical  ability  and  I tried  to  practice  as 


much  as  I could  and  I mixed  that  in  with  as 
much  desire  as  I had.” 

Cooper  started  racing  when  he  was  nine  and 
although  he  never  collected  any  championships 
back  in  South  Africa  he  could  on  his  day  mix  it 
with  the  likes  of  Greg  Albertyn.  Keen  to  see  if 
he  could  make  a professional  career  from  the 
sport,  Cooper  elected  to  come  to  England  as 
with  an  English  father  - and  so  a British 
passport  - and  with  relations  in  the  UK  he 
could  see  he  could  establish  a foothold  to  build 
toward  the  world  championships.  He  yearned  to 
race  in  America  but  real  world  practicalities  and 
no  money  meant  it  was  Europe  for  him. 

Even  then  Cooper  had  to  overcome 
setbacks  as  he  severely  broke  both  wrists  in  his 
final  junior  year.  And  when  we  say  severely,  we 
can  count  bone  grafts  and  dying  on  the 


operating  table  (he  was  over-anaesthetised)  as 
part  of  that  journey.  So  Cooper  was  in  fact  20 
years  old  by  the  time  he’d  recuperated  (or 
re-cooper-ated  perhaps  - something  Cooper 
would  do  many  times  over  in  his  career)  and 
trained  himself  back  up  to  strength  and  speed. 

Mike  Carter  at  Husky  Sport  gave  Cooper  his 
break,  allowing  him  a trial  and  then  signing  him 
for  his  first  season.  Although  the  partnership 
wasn’t  successful,  it  got  Cooper  started  and  by 
his  second  season  Cooper  had  picked  up  a bike 
and  parts  deal  with  Yamaha.  After  that  season 
Cooper  rose  to  a fully  supported  deal  which  he 
repaid  with  his  first  British  championship  in 
the  125s. 

These  were  the  days  when  riders  were 
happy  to  race  125,  250  and  Open 
championships  and  Cooper  was  also  third 
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free... 

laid  up 
fire  & theft 
insurance 

with  bikers  home 
insurance  from  mce. 


The  only  home  insurance 
policy  that  also  covers 
your  bikes,  riding  gear 
and  helmets. 


NORWICH 

UNION 


0870  420  75  20 


Call  us  now  to  find 
out  more  about  the 
benefits  of  bikers 
home  insurance 

*Cover  subject  to  status. 


mce 

insurance  made  easy 


Paul  could  never 
match  his  domestic 
success  in  the  GPs 


in  the  250s  and  fifth  in  the  Open  in  that  same  year.  Success  didn’t 
bring  riches  though. 

“It  was  a lot  harder  than  I thought.  I thought  with  starting  to  win 
championships  I’d  start  to  earn  money.  But  it  wasn’t  quite  like  that,  I 
had  to  live  very  frugally  and  there’s  no  way  I could  have  done  it 
without  my  parents.  Not  so  much  financially  - they  didn’t  have  the 
money  - but  the  support  came  with  cooking  and  cleaning  and  all 
the  day  to  day  matters.” 

Despite  having  snapped  his  ACL  in  1992  Cooper  continued  to 
race  on  and  in  ’94  he  finished  runner-up  to  Kurt  Nicoll  before  rising 
to  be  Open  and  Superclass  champion  in  1995  - effectively  a double 
championship.  His  joy  lasted  barely  a month  - then  he  snapped  his 
right  wrist  at  a supercross. 


3G  dirtbikenider 


The  repair  required  an  exoskeleton  and  after 
what  we  can  only  describe  as  a ‘surfing 
complication’  the  injury  didn’t  heal  until  three 
weeks  before  the  new  season.  With  a change 
from  Honda  to  Kawasaki  coming  at  the  same 


Coops’  working 
relationship  with 
Sooty  and  Sweep 
ended  abruptly 


time  it  left  him  under-prepared  for  the  following 
season.  Typically  Cooper  though,  he  fought 
back  and  was  runner-up  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

At  this  point  we  can  leave  the  matter  of  the 
British  championships  for  a while.  The  fact  is 
Cooper  had  plateau’d  in  the  British  series  and 
over  the  next  half-decade  he  would  be 
runner-up  four  times  and  third  once. 

What  we  can  do  now  is  look  at  Cooper  and 
the  GPs.  For  here  is  the  paradox.  For  all 
Cooper’s  success  in  the  UK,  there  seems  to  be 
no  corresponaf'ngTJpturn  in  fortunes  at  the  GPs. 
He  qualified  and  earned  points  in  ’92  - his  very 
first  year  in  GPs  - but  his  progress  from  a 
regular  qualifier  to  regular  points  scorer  to 
top-10  finisher  was  clearly  a struggle  and  the 
transition  from  top-10  to  top-five  and  then 
top-three  seems  to  be  agplsingly  tough.  After 
years  of  trying  he  briefly  peaked  in  1999  and 
2000  but  after  that  it  slipped  away  again. 

“Being  consistent  in  GF?nas  always  been 
elusive,”  shrugs  Coops.  “One  factor  is  that 
every  time  I got  injured  it  impacted  more  on 
GPs  than  on  the  British  championship.  There 
are  only  eight  British  rounds  an dTrSjfi  spread 
out  with  month  gaps  but  GPs  can  come  three  at 
a time.  So  a four-week  lay-off  could  really  make 
a difference  to  a GP  championship  push 
compared  to  the  British  championship. 

“And  with  me  always  doing  well  in  the 
British  it  was  always  the  case  I’d  mislBfcj|^^/ 
GPs  to  be  fit  for  the  British.  So  it’s  a possibility 


that  the  dual  focus  cost  me.” 

But  Cooper  is  grounded  enough  to  admit 
that  it  was  more  than  just  injury  or  bad  luck  that 
denied  him  world  championship  glories.  “I  was 
definitely  searching  for  the  edge  in  1996-’98 


and  I went  very,  very  extreme  with  the 
nutritional  s\6ejoi  things,  with  fitness.  At  that 
time  I couldn’t  get  a top-five  consistently  and  I 
w&s  really  buying  to  f&i|l  that  next  level  and  I was 
sort  of  looking  everywhere  for  it.  I think  I 
actually' went  through  a stage  of  doing  myself 
more  harm  than  good  because  I was  trying 
different  diets  and  types  of  training  - all  of  it  off 
my  own  back  - and  it  wasn’t  helping. 

“Then  in  1999  I made  a big  change.  I cut 
back  a lot  on  my  training  and  concentrated 
more  on  my  riding.  And  it  went  very  well  - I had 
my  high  point  at  the  GP  at  Foxhill  when  I ^ 
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Damaged  goods 

Career  crunches 


Cooperman’s  injury  list  is  a long  one  - a very  long  one  - but 
maybe  that’s  not  surprising  given  his  time  at  the  top.  Of  course 
it’s  all  been  documented  before  but  here’s  a quick  recap  of 
just  some  of  the  biggish  ones... 

• Compound  fracture  of  left  arm  in  1986 

(‘died’  under  anaesthetic  while  being  operated  on) 

• Broke  both  wrists  and  scaphoid  and  shoulder  in  early  1989 
(bone  graft  on  both  wrists) 

• ACL  snapped  in  1992,  then  wrecked  again  in  1996  (reconstructed) 

• Compound  fracture  of  right  wrist  in  1995  (required  exoskeleton) 

• Dislocated  shoulder  in  1997 

• Torn  bicep  in  1998 

• Metacarpal  and  knuckle  on  left  hand  broken  (pinned  in  1999) 

• ACL  in  2001  (more  reconstruction) 

• Torn  groin  in  2002 

• Dislocated  finger,  broken  rib  in  2003 

• Left  collarbone  shattered  in  2004 


An  assortment  of  titanium 
pins  plus  a withered  bicep 
are  all  souvenirs  of  Paul’s 
life  in  the  fast  lane 


“It’s  a short  list.  My  championship 
winning  1995  Honda  CR250. 
Trevor’s  still  got  one  of  those. 

Then  my  2000  Husqvarna  CR250. 
And  my  championship  winning 
Honda  CR250  of  2002.  Harry 
let  me  keep  that  one  as  a 
championship  bonus  - it’s  the  only 
bike  I have  from  my  whole  career. 
And  my  mechanic  Steve  Payne’s 
restored  it  to  full  glory  as  well. 

And  for  pure  performance  the 
2005  Honda  CRF450,  the  best 
bike  ever.” 


Husqvarnas  played 
an  important  role 
in  Paul’s  career 


was  second.  But  three  weeks  later  I broke  my  simply  can’t  believe  they  won’t  win.  Grant 

hand  and  knocked  myself  out.  And  I tried  to  Langston  was  like  that  too.  And  so  you  need 


“Harry  Ainsworth  (at  CAS  Honda)  was 
important  too.  He  came  to  me  at  a tough  time 
and  obviously  gave  me  my  last  championship. 
He  was  very  different  to  Trevor  but  with  him  too 
there  was  something  more  to  the  relationship.  I 
remember  travelling  together  to  the  MXdN  in 
2000  and  we  talked  the  whole  way  but  not  once 
about  motocross. 

“Yeah,  two  very  different  guys  but  they  were 
both  very  passionate  about  what  they  were 
doing  and  so  made  a huge  difference  for  me. 

I think  as  a rider  you  need  to  have  a mechanic, 
or  a trainer  or  a boss  who  will  be  there  right 
alongside  you  to  achieve  the  common  goal  - 
you  always  get  better  results  like  that.  With 
Trevor  and  Harry  I had  that,  they  brought  a 
depth  to  what  we  did,  they  were  special.” 

For  now  though  the  future  lies  in  South 
Africa  with  two  seasons  racing  the  South 
African  championship  under  the  Fox  Campbell 
Kawasaki  awning.  In  a sense  it’s  full  circle  - 
Russell  Campbell  and  his  team  were  the  guys 
who  set  Cooper  on  his  way  to  Europe  at  the 
outset  in  1990. 

But  it’s  by  no  means  goodbye  to  the  UK. 
After  15  years  in  the  UK  - and  with  his  English 
dad  - he  feels  as  home  here  as  in  his  native 
country  and  he  has  fantastic  friends  in  both. 
And  that’s  very  much  Cooperman.  He’s  no 


come  back  straight  away  when  I was  injured  J| 
And  that  didn’t  work. 

“I  met  up  with  my  trainer  Stephan  Nusser  for 
the  next  season  and  that  brought  me  on.  It  felt 
right  - it  was  professional  to  get  the  training 
side  sorted,  to  hand  over  the  responsibility  and 
to  know  we  were  doing  it  right. 

“It  was  the  second  year  with  Husqvarna  and 
we  got  more  professional  too.  I was  asking  for 
developments  and  getting  them,  we  did  a lot  of 
testing  and  the  team  was  focussed  and  brilliant. 

I got  another  GP  podium  and  a lot  of  fourth 
places,  missing  out  on  podiums  by  the  smallest 
of  margins. 

“As  well  as  doing  well  in  GPs  my  British 
results  were  going  well  too.  I was  having  a real 
battle  with  Gordon  Crockard  but  unfortunate 
mechanical  mishaps  were  costing  me  too  many 
points.  It  came  down  to  the  last  round  at 
Farleigh  Castle.  And  it  looked  good,  I had  a 
good  lead  in  the  first  moto  when  the  crank 
broke.  And  that  was  that.  I came  back  and 
despite  more  mechanical  problems  finished 
second  in  the  second  then  won  the  final  moto. 

But  by  then  the  championship  was  Gordon’s. 

“Losing  that  championship  was  the  hardest 
loss  for  me.  It  was  very,  very  difficult  for  the 
whole  team.  We’d  worked  two  years  for  that 
championship  with  the  first  year  being  a full 
development  year  and  so  it  was  a huge  knock 
back  for  all  of  us.  It  took  a long  time  to  get 
over  it.” 

But  let’s  get  back  to  the  GPs  for  a 
moment  as  Coops  isn’t  finished  on  that 
particular  subject. 

“I  used  to  question  myself  a lot,  every 
season,  trying  to  understand  why  I wasn’t 
getting  the  results.  At  the  beginning,  yes,  I 
wasn’t  mature  enough  to  know  what  I needed  in 
set-up,  what  would  suit  me  - and  there  were 
times  I wasn’t  assertive  enough.  I never  said 
‘this  is  what  I want’.  And  there  were  the  injuries. 

“But  there’s  self-belief  too.  That  is  a big 
thing,  the  confidence.  I think  that’s  a big,  big 
part  of  the  puzzle.  I think  there’s  something  in 
me,  in  my  background,  my  make-up,  that’s 
maybe  a bit  underdog.  As  an  athlete,  in  any 
sport,  you  have  to  be  able  to  shut  your  mind 
off  to  any  doubts  you  have  and  focus  on  the 
belief  you  are  going  to  win.  I used  to  read  about 
it  and  I used  to  try  and  practice  it  but  it  didn’t 
come  natural. 

“There  are  certain  people,  like  Greg 
Albertyn,  where  it  does  come  natural  where 
they  have  this  incredibly  strong  self-belief,  they 


that,  then  you  need  to  make  the  right  decisions,  social  butterfly  but  he  holds  dear  those  that  he 


For  ’06  Coops  will  be 
racing  for  Kawasaki 
in  South  Africa 
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to  do  the  right  things.  Maybe  there  are  other 
pi|pple  who  have  that  and  don’t  make  it  but;r^y^ 
certainly  a lot  of  the  guys  who  do  mak&  It'fincpfejjj 
certainly  are  likeThat.  Asejf^belief  that’s 
almost  delusionfc** 

Looking  back  over  his  career  Cpoterl^m  ■ 
acknowledges  there  were  some  pivotal  ■§  * m 
relationships  made  along  theiwaj^.  The  first 
Peeing  that  with  Mike  Carter  at  Husqvarna  #ho 
gave  him  his  first  chance  and  obviously  was 
there  in  ’99  and  Y2K.  But,  of  course,  the  big 
partnership  was  with  Trevor  Avery  - CotSpSr’s 
team  manager  for  more  than  half  his  career. 

“I  clicked  with  Trevor  I think  because  we  truly 
had  common  goals  in  racing.  He  must  have 
liked  the  way  I applied  myself  and  I liked  the 
way  he  always  did  what  he  said  he  was  going  to 
do.  But  more  than  that  we  genuinely  got  on,  like 
friends.  We  really  enjoyed  the  times  when  we 
travelled  together  to  the  races  - we  always  had 
an  absolute  blast,  would  have  really,  really  good 
weekends  as  friends  would.  The  weekends 
when  we  didn’t  travel  together,  or  maybe  he 
stayed  home,  they  weren’t  anywhere  near 
as  good. 


likes.  And  he’s  no  super-talented  racer,  yet  he 
. extracted  more  from  his  racing  than  many  he’d 
readily  admit  were  far  greater  talents.  He  fought 
yjjfrt  heart  and  dedication. 

Yes,  the  Cooperman  raced  hem.  ■ 

lSffpj|H!eged  to  be  witnesses*^ 


Balls-out  and  fully 
committed  - it’s  how 
we’ll  remember  him 
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After  blitzing  the  WEC  in  05, 
Manx  ace  David  Knig 
jot  the  monkey  off  hi 
and  claimed  ms  first  world 
title.  Witlrjust  over  a month' 
*to  go  before  the  start  of  the 
’ ’06  world' championship 

season  the  factory  KTM  rider 
is^ working  hard  to  make 
sure  he's  back  for  more... 

Words  and  photos  by  Jonty  Ednftinds. 
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AS  ENDURO  3 World  Champion,  AMA 
Endurocross  Champion,  overall  winner  of  the 
80th  International  Six  Days  Enduro  and  having 
topped  the  podium  at  countless  extreme  and 
indoor  events  in  ’05,  you’d  have  thought 
David  Knight  could  afford  to  take  things  a little 
easy  as  he  prepares  to  defend  his  world  title. 

He  is  after  all  the  fastest  enduro  rider  in  the 
world  at  present. 

But  relaxing  simply  isn’t  Knighter’s  style. 
Knowing  that  he  can’t  afford  to  rest  on  his 
laurels,  the  factory  KTM  rider  is  aware  that  ’06 
is  going  to  be  every  bit  as  challenging  as  ’05 
was.  Not  because  his  rivals  have  dramatically 
raised  their  game  (and  even  if  they  have 
Knighter  won’t  know  until  the  opening  round  of 
the  WEC  series)  but  because  having  won 
nearly  everything  there  was  to  win  during  ’05, 
to  improve  his  results  he  will  need  to  win  every 
race  he  enters  in  ’06.  Not  most  of  the  races. 

All  of  them!  Even  for  a rider  of  Knighter’s 
abilities  that’s  asking  one  hell  of  a lot. 

“I  know  it’s  going  to  be  hard  to  do  better  this 
year  than  I did  in  ’05  because  last  year  was 
such  a great  season  for  me,”  admits  Knighter, 
“but  that’s  my  focus  for  the  season  - to  try  and 
win  every  round  of  the  world  championship.  It 
would  be  great  to  win  all  the  extreme  and 
indoor  events  I enter  as  well  but  I really  want  to 
win  all  16  days  of  the  world  championship.  It 
won’t  be  easy  and  defending  my  Enduro  3 title 
is  the  most  important  thing  so  I won’t  be  too 
disappointed  if  I don’t  win  every  day  but  I want 
to  go  one  better  than  I did  last  year.  I want  to  try 
and  have  a perfect  season.” 

Going  one  better  in  ’06  as  Knighter  puts  it 
means  doing  just  that  - winning  one  more  race 
than  he  did  in  ’05.  With  last  year’s  WEC  series 
having  visited  nine  countries  over  18  days  of 
competition,  in  the  Enduro  3 class  DK  got 
beaten  just  once. 

“In  a way  I was  relieved  as  well  as  a little 
disappointed  that  I got  beaten  on  day  one  in 
Finland,”  admits  Knight.  “Yeah  it  would  have 
been  nice  to  have  won  every  day  of  the 
championship  but  I was  putting  a bit  too  much 
pressure  on  myself  and  starting  to  worry  about 
it.  So  many  things  have  to  fall  into  place  to  win 
every  day  of  a championship,  that’s  why  I know 
it  will  be  hard  this  year.  But  it’s  what  I want  to 
try  and  do. 

“I’m  looking  at  ’06  in  exactly  the  same  way 
as  I did  last  year.  I believe  I can  win  but  I need 
to  be  focused  now,  put  the  work  in  and  prepare 
myself  as  best  I can.  If  I do  that  then  I know  I 
will  be  ready  for  the  start  of  the  season.” 

Knighter  was  quite  simply  ‘the  man’  last  year. 
Setting  himself  a gruelling  schedule  that  saw 
him  start  racing  in  early  February  and  spend 
virtually  every  weekend  competing,  David  also 
found  time  to  travel  to  Africa  where  he  joined 
the  Repsol  KTM  team  as  they  went  through 
their  final  preparations  for  the  Dakar  Rally. 

“What  I achieved  last  season  didn’t  sink  in 
for  a while,”  explains  Knighter.  “After  winning  the 
ISDE  I was  focused  on  winning  the  world 
championship  and  after  that  I was  only  home 
for  about  a week  before  I went  to  the  US  for  the 
Last  Man  Standing  and  Endurocross.  Straight 
after  that  I went  to  Africa  and  then  it  was 
almost  Christmas. 

“I  guess  it  really  sunk  in  at  a Ramsey  MCC 
presentation  in  Douglas,  just  before  Christmas. 

I was  awarded  a Manx  Sword  of  State  and 
loads  of  friends  and  family  were  there  along 
with  government  members.” 

So  looking  back  at  a season  full  of  success 
is  it  possible  to  pick  one  moment,  ahead  of  all 
others,  as  the  highlight  of  the  year?  “There 
were  several,”  points  out  Knighter,  “not  just  one. 
Winning  the  ISDE  outright  was  very  special,  as 
was  winning  my  first  world  title  and  being  a part 
of  what  was  an  incredible  season  for  KTM’s 
enduro  team.  Winning  the  Endurocross 
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DK’S  US  PRE-SEASON  PREP 

While  southern  Spain  is  where  most  of  the  WEC’s  best  riders  choose  as  a base  to 
get  in  shape  ready  for  the  first  round  of  the  new  season,  Knighter  decided  to  head  to 
the  States  to  kick-start  his  preparations  for  the  ’06  season. 

“The  main  reason  I wanted  to  go  to  the  US  was  to  improve  my  motocross  speed  and 
not  have  to  worry  about  tracks  being  too  wet  to  ride  on,  ” explains  Knighter.  “I  know 
that  I was  fast  on  extreme  and  enduro  special  tests  last  year  but  there’s  room  for 
improvement  in  my  motocross  special  test  speed.  I got  invited  to  go  riding  with  Ryan 
Hughes  and  Kurt  Caselli  when  I was  in  Vegas  for  the  Endurocross  so  I figured 
heading  to  the  US  would  be  a good  way  of  starting  my  pre-season  training.  ” 
Spending  two  weeks  in  the  US  visiting  tracks  like  Glen  Helen,  Elsinore  and  Perris 
Raceway  as  well  as  getting  to  ride  in  the  desert,  DK  got  to  practice  with  riders 
faster  then  himself. 

“It  was  great  to  be  with  riders  faster  than  me,  that  doesn’t  happen  much  on  the  Isle 
of  Man  now!  To  be  able  to  watch  all  the  local  pros,  the  top  European  riders  like 
Tortelli,  De  Reuver,  Sword  etc  and  learn  from  them  was  great.  It  took  me  a little  while 
to  get  used  to  the  big  jumps  but  it  was  definitely  worth  going. 

“Being  able  to  spend  nearly  two  weeks  on  a bike,  riding  all  day  every  day,  was  a 
great  way  to  start  my  bike  training.  I wanted  to  get  faster  on  jumps  and  I feel  I have 
done  that.  The  only  problem  with  training  in  California  is  that  at  some  point  you  have 
to  come  home  to  the  cold.  ” 


Knighter  - flanked  by 
brother  Juan  and  Wayne 
Braybrook  - tops  the  ’ 05 
Hell’s  Gate  podium 
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after  getting  beaten  last  year  also  meant  a lot. 
And  winning  the  Erzberg  Rodeo  in  front  of  all 
the  KTM  bosses  and  beating  Juha  Salminen 
there  was  also  another  highlight.  The  whole 
season  was  great,  it’s  hard  to  pick  just 
one  moment.” 

As  David  prepares  himself  for  the  extreme 
and  indoor  events  that  kick  off  the  ’06  season 
he  knows  that  all  eyes  will  be  on  him  and  his 
team-mates  Ivan  Cervantes  and  Samuli  Aro 
come  the  start  of  the  world  championship.  The 
reason?  Together,  as  reigning  world  champions, 
they  head  the  new-look  KTM  Enduro  Factory 
Team  Farioli  squad.  With  the  KTM  Enduro 
Factory  Team  now  defunct,  the  incorporation  of 
Aro  and  Knighter’s  class-mate  and  closest  rival 
Marko  Tarkkala  in  the  Farioli-run  team  is 
something  that  doesn’t  worry  David. 

“I  don’t  see  that  things  are  going  to  be  much 
different,”  offers  Knighter.  “There’ll  be  a few 
more  riders  in  the  team  but  I don’t  worry  about 
my  team-mates  too  much  - I just  get  on  and  do 
my  own  thing.  Fabio  the  team  manager  and 
Alex  the  team  co-ordinator  will  have  everything 
well  sorted,  I’m  just  going  to  focus  on  doing 
what  I have  to  do.” 

But  when  the  opening  round  of  the  ’06 
World  Enduro  Championship  finally  rolls  around 
in  mid  March  it  will  be  a very  different  event  to 
the  traditional  southern  European  season 
openers  of  past  years  in  Spain  or  Portugal. 
Taking  place  in  the  frozen  north  of  Sweden, 
the  event  will  be  the  first  winter  enduro  in  the 
16-year  history  of  the  WEC.  Requiring  riders  to 
use  studded  tyres  as  they  race  around  the 


frozen  lake  in  Ostersund,  the  event  will  also 
mark  the  start  of  the  first  truly  international 
world  championship  series. 

“The  Swedish  event  is  going  to  be  a one-off 
- it  should  be  great  fun  but  the  season  will  start 
properly  in  Spain  six  weeks  later,”  explains 
David.  “Obviously  my  aim  is  to  win  in  Sweden 
but  it’s  certainly  going  to  play  into  the  hands  of 
the  Scandinavian  riders.  Whatever  happens  in 
Sweden  it’s  in  Spain  and  Portugal  that  I’ll  really 
start  to  push  hard,  to  try  and  start  opening  up  a 
lead  in  the  championship.” 

With  the  second,  third  and  fourth  rounds  of 
the  series  taking  place  in  southern  Europe  the 
championship  then  crosses  the  Atlantic  for  the 
first  time  ever,  stopping  off  in  Canada  and  the 
US  for  rounds  five  and  six.  With  little  known 
about  the  events  the  chance  to  compete  in 
‘proper  enduros’  in  the  US  is  something 
Knighter  is  looking  forward  to. 

“I  think  it’s  great  that  the  series  is  going  to 
new  places  and  that  the  US  public  and  press 
will  be  able  to  see  how  we  do  things  in  Europe. 
I’m  sure  both  events  will  be  as  good  as  the 
ones  we  have  in  Europe.  The  events  come  at 
an  important  time  of  year  as  whoever  is  leading 
the  world  championship  classes  after  those 
events  will  probably  go  on  to  win  the  titles.” 

While  Knighter  is  certain  to  race  in  the  US  at 
least  once  in  ’06  it’s  looking  likely  that  he  will 
make  many  more  visits  there  in  ’07  to  compete 
in  the  US  GNCC  series,  rather  than  the  WEC. 
Having  shown  the  US  motorcycle  industry, 
public  and  press  exactly  what  he  is  capable  of 
by  winning  the  Last  Man  Standing  and 


Endurocross  events  last  year  - as  well  as 
placing  fourth  in  the  final  round  of  the  GNCC 
series  a couple  of  seasons  ago  - Knighter  isn’t 
thinking  about  ’07  just  yet  and  the  likelihood  of 
racing  in  the  States.  Instead  he  remains 
focused  on  the  job  in  hand  - retaining  his 
Enduro  3 world  championship. 

“I’m  not  thinking  about  ’07  too  much  yet,  I 
have  another  world  title  to  win  first.  Juha  will  be 
coming  back  to  Europe  to  race  at  the  end  of 
this  year  and  as  I’ve  said  before  I’d  love  to  race 
in  the  US  if  I got  the  chance.  It  depends  on  a 
number  of  things  but  I probably  will  race  in  the 
States  in  ’07.  I have  a lot  of  races  to  get 
through  before  then,  I’ll  know  more  in  the 
middle  of  the  season.” 

So  with  such  a packed  programme  does 
Knighter  expect  it  to  be  harder  to  defend  his 
championship  than  it  was  to  win  it  in  the 
first  place? 

“It  won’t  be  easy,  competing  at  world 
championship  level  never  is,”  David  points  out. 
“Having  never  won  a world  title  before  last  year 
I have  no  idea  if  it  will  be  harder  to  defend  it. 

I know  I will  be  expected  to  win  which  doesn’t 
bother  me  too  much  but  I am  also  more 
experienced  and  every  bit  as  determined  to 
win.  I think  it  all  comes  down  to  preparation. 

“I  don’t  have  any  new  rivals  for  ’06  so  the 
riders  trying  to  beat  me  will  be  the  same  riders 
that  I raced  against  last  year  - ’06  is  a new 
season  so  I can’t  assume  that  because  I beat 
them  last  year  I will  automatically  beat  them 
again  this  year.  Yes,  I’m  confident  I can  win  i 
but  I have  to  prove  that  I am  the  best  again.” 


dif^tbikeniden  47 


na  mSSSFiP 


WORLS  SVSTliM  fur  mare  information  about  the  complete  tine  of  WORKS  products 
and  accessories  pte&se  visit  ^ t« berthartunsraangco, ok 


Bert  Harkins  Racing 

Unit  2 Luton  Ent  Park,  Sundon  Park  Road,  Luton,  Beds  LU3  3GU  Tel:  01582  491076  Fax:  01582  499639  e-mail:  sales@bertharkinsracing.co.uk 
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bike  test 


Clarky  stands  the  250  on 
its  back  wheel,  high  above 
the  sprawling  metropolis 
better  known  as  Silsden 
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SWEETER 

BETAS! 

Clarky’s  on  home  Yaaarkshire  turf  where  he 
gets  his  mitts  on  the  ’06  range  of  Rev-3s 

Words  by  Dan  Clark  Photos  by  Sutty 


GRAND  PRIX  RACE  JERSEY 


05  AIR  KIT  JERSEY 


LEATHER  SPEED  PANTS  £299.00 


ALL  COLOUR  AVAILABLE 


ALL  COLOUR  AVAILABLE 


MOTOTRAIL,  5 Clarke  Street,  Derby  DEI  2BU  I 01332  36686^1  uuuvuv.mototrail.co.uk 


06  SPEED  EQUIPMENT  JERSEYS  £47.95 


06  SPEED  EQUIPMENT  RACE  PANTS  £144.00 
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06  SPEED  EQUIPMENT  HELMETS  £299.95 


ALL  COLOUR  AVAILABLE 


01332  366869  I uuuvuv.mototrail.co.uk 

Full  range  of  Troy  Lee  Desins  and  Berik  Boots  avalable 


GRAND  PRIX  YOUTH  RACE  JERSEY 
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BERIK  RICKY  CARMICHAEL  BOOT 

ALL  COLOUR  AVAILABLE 
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£ * BETA  HAVE  had  a fairly  successful  year  with 
- .Jame^Dabjll  takingihiev2f0Q5  JuniorVV^^^^^  - 
4 Championship  on  his  Rev-3  white  Spanish 
young  gun  Toni  Bou  wowed  the^bbffield  crowd 
with  a come-from-behind  win  in  the  opening 
-•  ^ round  of  the  WITC  on  his.  There’s  no  hiding 

the  fact  that  these  bikes  perform  well  oh  the  . * X 
world  stage  - the  big  Question  for  British  trials 
enthusiasts  is  can  Beta  do  the  business  at  club 
and  national  level  over  here  in  the  UK. 

With  a bevy  of  2006  Betas  ready  to  be  put 
^-through  their  paces  we  hooked  up  with  our 

intrepid  trials  tester  Dan  Clark  in  some  dank,  J v 
dark  woodssto  put  the  125,  200,  250  and  270  * 
Rev-3sio  the  test  in  typical  British  trials 
going  - yup,  dank,  dark  woods.  Nice! 

Over  to, you  oh  Danny  boy... 

“The  2006  Betas  have  some  slight  aesthetic 
change^Trom  the  ’05  model  [and  sp  does 
’’  Clarky  - yes,  he’s-even  balder  and  uglier  than 
_ ever]  and  I stilfteckon  they’re  great  looking 
bikes, /The  changes  include  a new  headlight, 

- rear  fender,  front  disc  cover  and  bold  new 
graphics  but  the  biggest  changes  will  go 
T: * Onnbticed  by  the  human  eya  bovver  footrests,  a 
£ c ngw  tehob^  a bsorber  and-a»  revi sed  steeri n ^ 
angte  sbegltt--  id •theofy-^help  increase-  x. 
HdeabiUty  and  perforjpiahce. ' - 4 ^ 

“Pbwerwi&e  fhe^  1 25-has  ;a:  nevyoylindetr 
v cyjinderhead,  statcHc/CDf  and- carburetter^''  ' X.  ^ 

• Settings  while  th  e 2j30/^^gKi%fd3b  I § get  % . . *■ 
T new.cylindeiX^it1\Gi^1^se  induction^ic^  ^j|5* 

\vhas  been  modifiebXo^marke!the  engine-t|m  4^  rX;  * 

r_  ct£an^r and  more  responsive.  / 

-■  j^notjier  bit  dfqgpod  news  for  Beta  ovwiers 
is  the  fitmehjtof^ci'rdVised  stator.  The  stator  ' - 

r';  has-been  a;  bit  troublesome  in  the  past  but  i, , ^ i 
t%  assured  the  dew  prart  should  remain  - " " I 

trouble  free.  ' . “ 

^ “Anyway,  on  with  the  riding,  [’m  goqna  be  % 
Selfish  end  start  with  the  250  Rev^pSnteh 
...perennially  isTSyjar  my  favourite  .of  the  bunch . f \ 
-'  The  first  thirwg  you  notice cwben  yog%  qet  Omthe>  Jj 
bike  is  that  the  footpegs  do  feel  lovtrei^and  a- 
Jj^Httle  bit  further  be  ck . wh  i ch^ptu^llyj^e Ips  you 
^ get  back  and  find  grip  when  yotfneed.it.  The  ^ 
other  big  change  is  the  angle  of  the-^steering 
head  which  helps  when  turning  tightly. 

“The  way  the  motor  delivers  its  power  helps 
you  find  much  needed  grip  too.  It  pulls  hard 
and  strong  right  from  the  bottom  and  keeps  on 
pulling  smoothly  right  through  the  range.  It  feels 
like  it  will  do  anything  yduasktafjt  without 
pulling  your  arms  out. -It's  d efi n itblylhelped  by 
_^4be*  jetting  whigh  Seems  to  be  spot  on  with  no 
Tiasty  flat  spots' pr  bagging. 

. “A^.  a package  tbe^suspension  works  ...  *-> tr  ' 
xt  Bnlliarftly  with  the  bike  feeling  equally  v.  . 

L comfortable  in  low  speed  river  beds  or  when 
bifirncf  big  rock  steps.  The  suspension  generally 
offers  a balanced  and  controlled  feel  and  the 
bike  doesn’t  ping  off  anything  which  is  always 
a bonus.'  ..  x .1"  t+f- 

^‘Stopping  the  bike  is  easy  enough  toawitm 
the  space-age  looking  GrimecaTn aster  ' 
cylinders  and  calipers  working  in  unison  forgive 


The  125’s  the  baby  of 
the  bunch  but  still  packs 
a surprising  punch 


controllable,  progressive  stopping  power  when  4^ 

yby/ieed  it.  There’sjDlenty  of  feedback  at  the  ^ ‘ 

.clever  so  you’re  not  going  to  lock  up  by  accident 
"iMIesS  you’re  some  sort  of  ham-fisted  buffoon! 


“The  270  shares  all  the  same  great  features 


as  the  250  but  with  a lot  more  grunt.  As  soon 
as  you  start  the  engine  using  the  strange 


feeling  left-footed  kickstart  you  can  hear  the 
extra  bark  and  as  you  ride  it  you  can  feel  the 


extra  power  Knocking  it  up  a gear  is  a 
4 necessity ,to  get  the  most  from  this  bike  in 
;‘3/r4ibP#7  section  33  it’s  very  snappy  although 
4 -It; jgrafe c epti ve I y smooth  off  the  bottom. ^ 
y?  power  delivery  makes4fiis  bike^nore 

- x-suited-for  brorijjers  and  WTC  riders  would 
JJoubt  chooseltffter  the  250  bptjpivhe  jt’s  just 
r j \A/ay  too  powerful  and  I feel  most>Ti^s%ould 
benefit  from  the  mpre  manageable  250/ 


The  250  Rev-3  is 
darky’s  preferred 
weapon  of  choice 


dirtbikeriden  55 


Introducing  mmmv  nee  brace  f 


^iKi 


s'T£*p 


OPTIONAL  FITTINC 
BT  MEDICAL 
PROFESSIONALS 


Yoshitaka  Atsuta 
Darrel!  Bolter 
Ton  Church 
Paid  Cooper 
Josh  Coppms 
Gordon  Crockard 
EricEggens 
Stuart  Flocthart 
Chris  Hockey 
Mark  Hucttebndgo 
Bran  Jorgensen 
DoM  Knight 
Dougte  Lampktn 
Bitty  Mackenzie 
Carl Nunn 
Nett  Prince 
Wayne  Smith 
Stephen  Sword  » 
Ben  Townley 
Josst  Vehvitamen 


See  us 

Hawkston 

5th  March 


The  technology  of  Cltf  in 
on  off-the-shelf  knee  brace 

from  the  manufacturers  ofCT)  2 custom 
and  Edge  off -ttre-shetf  knee  braces 


Technology  in  Mat >on 

132  134  Arthur  Hoad 
London  SW19&AA 
•el  020  8944  9919 
vww  cli  knecfcroce  s co  a* 


“The  1 25  is  a big  step  down  from  tbd  27©  in 
engine  size  but  don’t  be  fooled  into  thinking  this 
|>ike  is  a gutless  wonder.  The  engine  feels'feally, 
zippy  but  it’s  surprising  just  how  much  torque  it 
packs  - it  pulls  me  around  nicely  and  I’m  a fair 
bit  heavier  than  your  average  schoolie  125  used 
Again  the  suspension  and  brakes  are  spot  on 
as  with  all  the  range. 

JThe  extra  71cc  in  t’engine'tl^a^tment  on 
theiZOO  makes  a massive  difference.  It’s  a 
smashing  bike  and  the  pov^f  -t. which  doesn’t 
pull  your  arms  out  P is  lovef^  Power  delivery  is 
smooth  which  helps  yduidTind  plenty  of  grip 
even  in  the  slippiest  of^btidns.  It’s  the  extra 
amount  of  torque  ovejgffe  125  that  makes  all 
thed if  fe  re  n ceandfoFa  beginner  or  clubman  i 
rider%is;  is  axracki ng  bike.”  i 


Dan  rates  the  200  as  a 
great  clubman  machine 


Capacity: 

Bore  arid  stroke: 
Front  suspension 
Rear  suspension: 
Front  brake: 

Rear  brake: 
Carburettor: 
Gearbox: 
Wheelbase: 

Seat  height: 

Dry  weight: 


124cc 

54mm  x 54mm  . T 

38mm  Paioli  (165mm  travel) 

Paioli  (175mm  travel) 

185mm  disc 

165mm  disc 

Dell’Orto  VHST  26  BD 

Six-speed 

1310mm 

660mm 

71kg 


Capacity: 

Bore  and  stroke: 
Front  suspension 
Rear  suspension: 
Frontbrakey? 
Rear  brakef\:  \ 
Carburettor: 
Gearbox: 
.Wheelbasi:  , 
Seat  height: 

Dry  weight: 


195cc 

64mm  x 60.5mm 
38mm  Paioli  (165mm  travel) 
A Paioli  ( 1 75mm  travel) 
185mm  dfsc 
„ ‘165mm  disc 
i Mikuni  VM26I208 
Six-speed 
1310mm 
660mm 

71kg  • ’ 4 ^ . 


■249.T&C  ' ; 

72. 5mm  x 60. 5mm  , 

38mm  Paioli  (165mm  travel) 
Paioli  ( 175mm  travel) , 
.J85m  ‘m  disc 
' 165mm  disc  : > 

Mikuni  VM26J208 
Six-speed 
1310mm 
QpOmm-  ' 

72  kg  ^ S3 


Capacity:  \ v 

Bore  and  stroke: 
Front  suspension: 
Rear  suspension: 
'Front  brake: 

Rear  brake: 
Carburettor: 
G&arbox:, 
Wheelbase: 

" 0ry  weight: 


Get  up!  The  270’s 
got  the  kind  of  guts 
needed  to  tackle 
WTC -style  sections 


C * Capacity:  P^^*^274.5qc 

Bore  and  strike: 

C "Front  suspension: 

% Rear  suspengionr 
■ : . Front  brake:,  y- 

f^ear  brake:  -y 
^ ' /Carmir^t&r: ^ 

1-  WhdeibaseL-  s 
(rtfe Seat  height: 

^:.^Dly  weight: 


’ 1 66$  mm  y 
72  kg  f 


desert  diary 


In  the  woild  of  deseit  lacing,  the  Dakar  Rally  is  the  daddy  of  ’em  all 
- an  event  where  only  the  toughest  survive!  For  ’06  father  and  son 
combo  Charlie  and  Eddie  Holmes  teamed  up  to  try  and  get  Steve 
Malone  to  the  finish... 


AFTER  SPENDING  the  last  nine  months 
helping  to  prepare  for  Steve  Malone’s  2006 
Dakar  attempt  I decided  to  write  my  own 
account  of  the  pre-event  prep  and  then  the  rally 
itself.  But  there’s  one  small  flaw  in  my  plan  - I 
didn’t  end  up  going  to  Lisbon  to  start  the 
greatest  adventure  of  my  life. 

Instead  I started  another  great  adventure  - 
her  name  is  Harriet  and  she  was  born  on 
January  20.  But  when  times  are  hard  there  are 
always  your  parents  to  fall  back  on.  So  my  dad 
Charlie  was  off  to  Dakar  as  the  spannerman 
for  Steve... 

It  all  started  when  Steve  made  the  decision 
to  ride  the  Dakar  back  in  April  2005.  He  asked 
me  if  I wanted  to  go  along  and,  well,  I couldn’t 
really  say  no  - but  then  news  of  the 
aforementioned  little  Harriet’s  arrival  in  nine 
months  time  put  a stop  to  that  so  in  came  dad 
and  for  the  next  few  weeks  the  research 
started.  The  various  people  we  spoke  to  were 
very  forthcoming  and  without  some  of  the 
information  we  would  have  really  struggled. 

Entries  have  to  be  in  by  June  so  Steve  was 
on  his  own  sorting  out  the  paperwork  and 
legalities.  You’d  be  surprised  by  the  amount  of 
paperwork  there  is  for  the  Dakar  - forget  the 
usual  one  sheet  of  A4  for  club  meetings.  For  my 
dad  and  me  there  wasn’t  much  to  do  but  once 
Steve  had  decided  what  bike  to  ride  then  things 
got  interesting. 

The  bike  decision  was  a tough  one  for  Steve 
from  the  start  but  past  experiences  eventually 
pointed  him  in  the  direction  of  the  KTM  660 
Rallye  - a custom-made  mount  for  the  big 
desert  races  - so  Steve  committed  and  bought 
Patsy  Quick’s  KTM  from  last  year.  Weekly  riding 
sessions  commenced  for  Steve  as  well  as 
regular  trips  to  the  gym  so  everything  was 
coming  together. 

When  the  confirmation  of  Steve’s  entry 
came  through  the  preparation  stepped  up  a 
gear  and  we  could  go  ahead  and  start  to 
organise  the  assistance  package  and  the  rest 
of  the  logistics. 

The  assistance  package  is  as  important  as 
the  entry  itself.  There  are  many  ways  in  which 
you  can  approach  this  - you  can  join  an 


assistance  crew  such  as  Rally  Raid  or  Patsy’s 
Team  Desert  Rose  for  example.  If  you  have 
your  own  mechanic  they  will  take  them  along 
and  provide  facilities  for  the  use  of  the  rider  and 
mechanic.  You  can  also  buy  a complete 
package  where  the  bike  assistance  and  spares 
are  all  inclusive  - many  people  opt  to  take  this 
route  as  the  preparation  is  made  easier. 

As  part  of  Steve’s  preparation  a trip  to 
Morocco  was  planned  for  September  so  the 
bike  was  stripped  and  received  a good  fettling 
plus  a spanking  new  paint  job  and  some 
stickers  so  she  really  looked  the  part.  But 
Morocco  was  an  eye-opener  for  Steve  who 
found  the  sand  hard  going  on  the  660  due  to 
the  bike’s  weight.  After  a few  modifications  it 
began  to  handle  better  but  on  the  Thursday  of  a 
week’s  riding  in  the  desert  the  engine  ground  to 
a halt  and  that  was  that. 

After  riding  a 250F  for  the  rest  of  the  week 
and  really  enjoying  the  experience,  a seed  had 
been  planted  in  Steve’s  head  which  was  to 
flourish  into  a fully-prepped  KTM  525  with  all 
the  trimmings.  Steve  headed  home  and,  with  his 
desert  experience  prominent  in  his  mind, 
decided  to  switch  to  a KTM  525XC. 

The  525  presented  a daunting  challenge  and 
the  level  of  modifications  involved  required  long 
hours  and  a lot  of  technical  knowledge.  Luckily, 
the  main  bulk  of  the  modification  came  as  a kit 
from  Meca  Systems,  a French  company  that 
specialises  in  long  distance  enduro  kits  and 
components. 

So  using  a bit  of  personal  judgement  we 
fitted  the  kit  along  with  all  the  compulsory 
equipment  that  was  supplied  by  the 
organisation  and  some  extra  components. 
Through  the  short  days  and  long  nights  of 
November  and  December  the  bike  build 
progressed  and  at  the  same  time  Steve 
progressed  with  the  logistics,  insurance, 

ACU  forms  etc... 

After  a few  testing  days  and  final  tweaks  the 
bike  was  ready  and  so  was  Steve.  Boxing  Day 
soon  came  around  and  it  was  time  to  say 
farewell  to  Steve  and  dad  as  they  headed  off  to 
Lisbon  - my  part  was  done! 

Over  to  Charlie  for  the  rest  of  the  tale. 


desert  diary 


Looney  dunes!  Steve  fires 
his  525cc  KTM  through 
the  desert 


THE  BRADSHAW  SIGNATURE  HiAME  FEATURING  SPY'S  EXCLUSIVE  SELECTRON  FOAM  SYSTEM 
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desert  diary 


Stage  6 

From  Tan  Tan  the  rally  heads  to  Zouerat  and  into 
Mauritania.  The  riders  start  in  the  early  hours  of  the 
morning  and  have  a challenging  road  journey  at  night 
to  reach  the  border  and  the  start  of  the  stage.  Again 
it’s  a good  day  for  Steve  but  the  clutch  master  cylinder 
is  weeping  (this  becomes  a problem  later  on).  Still, 
Steve  makes  it  through  and  the  routine  bike  polishing 
resumes  along  with  a fresh  drink  of  oil  and  new  filters 


Stage  3 

Steve  gets  off  the  boat  in  Nador  and  goes  straight  into 
stage  three  after  sleeping  during  the  crossing  while  I 
head  across  the  Moroccan  landscape  for  14  hours. 

The  assistance  approach  we’ve  taken  is  to  join  forces 
with  the  guys  at  Rally  Raid  so  I head  to  the  first 
bivouac  with  three  other  crew  members  in  a Land 
Rover  Discovery. 

This  is  Steve’s  first  African  stage  - mainly  rocky  tracks 
and  wadis  which  are  dry  river  beds.  The  day  is 
average  in  length  - a total  of  672km  - and  heading  for 
Errachidia  the  competitors  have  their  first  experience 
of  dunes.  I arrive  at  the  first  African  bivouac  and  set 
up  camp,  unloading  the  tent,  sleeping  bags  and  kit. 
Steve  pulls  in  to  the  bivouac  and  it’s  out  with  the  polish 
and  a fresh  set  of  wheels. 

Things  seen  today:  14  VW  Touaregs,  a Harley 
Davidson  sidecar  and  the  500  XT  Yam! 


Stage  4 

The  next  day  we’re  off  to  Quarzazate  just  south  of 
Marrakech  - the  rally  progresses  some  639km  and  the 


Lisbon 

Steve  and  I arrive  in  Lisbon  late  on  Boxing  Day  - the 
rally  doesn’t  start  until  December  31  and  we  have  a 
few  days  to  do  some  final  preparations  before  Steve’s 
allotted  scrutineering  day  of  December  29.  The 
excitement  and  buzz  that  we  experience  in  Lisbon  is 
awesome  - it’s  worth  doing  the  race  just  for  that 
part  of  it. 

Scrutineering  takes  most  of  a day  - we’d  be  told  that 
it’s  one  of  the  hardest  days  of  the  Dakar  experience  - 
but  the  team  find  it  exciting  and  very  well  organised. 
After  seven  hours  the  end  is  reached  and  we  pass  the 
first  of  our  four  milestones  which  are: 

1)  Get  through  scrutineering 

2)  Get  into  Africa 

3)  Reach  the  rest  day 

4)  Finish. 

Stage  *1 

On  the  morning  of  the  rally  nerves  are  high  and  Steve 
has  an  early  start  time.  The  day’s  stage  is  only  a short 
one,  although  longer  though  than  previous  years.  It  is 
made  up  from  mainly  muddy  tracks  helped  along  by 
the  rain  that’s  falling  - you  don’t  usually  associate  rain 
with  the  Dakar!  Steve  makes  it  through  the  stage  and 
is  looking  forward  to  his  last  night  in  a normal  bed. 

Stage  2 

The  second  stage  is  similar  to  the  first  but  this  time  the 
rally  heads  up  into  hills  and  over  to  the  coastal  port  of 
Malaga  in  Spain.  Steve  makes  it  through  the  day  with 
no  problems. 

Things  seen  today:  A 500cc  air-cooled  XT  Yam! 


going  is  getting  tough.  The  assistance  route  is  also 
totally  off-road  so  it’s  a long  day  for  all,  especially 
when  the  home-made  extra  diesel  tank  ruptures  and 
there  are  four  mechanics  and  60  litres  of  diesel 
slopping  around  in  the  back. 

After  removing  everything  in  the  car  - including  the 
carpets  - we  add  a couple  of  inches  of  fresh  desert 
sand,  re-pack  and  head  off.  When  Steve  reaches 
Quarzazate  we  realise  that  Mr  Sheen  isn’t  up  to  the 
Sutty-inspired  damage  to  his  bike,  done  while  trying  to 
avoid  the  terrible  dust  clouds  created  by  the  top  cars 
and  trucks  as  they  catch  him  up. 

I’m  up  all  night  repairing  and  polishing  - there’s 
nothing  worse  than  setting  up  your  bed  and  then 
putting  it  away  without  using  it. 

Stage  5 

Early  start  for  both  of  us  as  we  head  off  to  Tan  Tan 
and  the  next  bivouac.  Steve  has  a good  day  with  little 
problems  over  the  819km  stage.  Dust  and  sand  are 
the  main  challenges. 

The  Discovery  heads  over  the  sand  with  no  problems 
but  the  other  assistance  vehicles  are  having  a 
few  difficulties. 


Stage  ~7 

Leaving  Zouerat  heading  for  Atar  the  rally  has  a killer 
day  - 521km  of  mainly  sand  dunes.  Through  the 
wizardry  of  computers  and  phones  without  wires, 
operations  centre  Cheshire  (our  kitchen)  tells  me  that 
Steve  is  stopped  85km  from  the  end  with  no  spark.  I 
feel  useless  and  despondent  but  for  Steve  it  must  be 
worse.  All  the  parts  to  repair  the  bike  are  with  me  and 
there’s  no  way  to  get  to  him  or  the  bike.  This  is  where  I 
realise  that,  because  of  timing,  two  car  mechanics  and 
one  bike  mechanic  in  one  car  do  not  mix  as  I want  to 
go  one  way  and  they  want  to  go  the  other! 

Stage  8 

So  what  do  I do?  Car  one  way,  Steve  the  other! 

Around  me  are  people  all  in  the  same  boat  or  worse. 
The  start  time  for  today’s  stage  has  been  extended 
allowing  for  people  to  come  in  and  rest.  Stage  seven 
has  cut  the  entry  list  by  a third!  With  no  drive  or 
adrenalin  some  of  us  are  low. 

After  24  hours  of  sulking  I decide  to  help  Tom  Classen 
(South  African)  and  Mick  Hughes  (Australian)  - both 
riders  have  paid  for  assistance  but  seen  little  of  it. 

Mick  comes  in  with  a look  on  his  face  that  will  stay 
with  me  for  a while  - he’s  in  agony  from  a broken  leg 
and  has  just  ridden  10km  after  the  fall!  Apart  from 
helping  him  off  his  bike  no  more  assistance  is 
required. 


Rest  day 

Steve  should  be  picked  up  today  after  two  lonely  nights 
in  the  desert  - picture  Tom  Hanks  in  Castaway  sat 
talking  to  his  helmet!  Nine  months  of  work  down  the 
Swannie.  Now  Tom  has  the  sole  attention  of  my  cloth 
and  polish  but  does  he  deserve  my  luck? 

First  job  I do  for  Tom  is  the  air  filter  and  what  do  I find? 
The  airbox  is  full  of  sand  and  Tom  is  saying  the  engine 
is  making  strange  noises.  A KTM  ‘engineer’  says  the 
engine  is  okay  and  a little  sand  is  acceptable  - 
complete  b******s! 

Just  as  we  are  debating  his  comments,  South  African 
star  Alfie  Cox  and  Ralph  his  mechanic  walk  by  and 
Alfie’s  verdict  - “that  man  should  be  shot  with  a ball  of 
his  own  s**t”  - seems  to  say  it  all. 

Tom  gets  the  last  spare  engine  KTM  have  and  at  11am 
we  start  to  strip  and  rebuild  his  bike.  By  1.30am  the 
following  day  he’s  ready  to  start  on  time  at  4:30am. 
During  the  day  Steve  catches  up  with  us  and  it’s  really 
good  to  see  him  - he  tells  us  that  by  the  time  he  was 
picked  up  he  had  collected  enough  camel  grass  as 
firewood  for  two  further  days  and  had  told  them  to 
come  back  later! 

Stage  S 

Steve’s  with  me  as  we  watch  the  start  in  the  dark. 

Later  that  day  he  heads  home  while  I carry  on  - not 
what  we  had  planned  at  the  start  of  our  Dakar 
adventure!  That  evening  Tom’s  engine’s  fine  but  the 
brakes  require  some  close  attention. 

Things  seen  today:  Tall  young  Swedish  girl  on  a 
quad  (quads  aren’t  that  boring)  and  500cc  XT 
air-cooled  Yam. 

Stage  lO 

The  rally  pushes  on  and  heads  for  Mali,  next  stop 
Kayes.  Tom  arrives  late  but  still  in  the  rally.  With  a 
large  grin  he  says  “I  now  have  brakes  and  an  engine 
for  the  first  time  in  the  rally”.  The  bike  looks  very  dusty 
though!  By  this  time  the  bivouac  is  half  the  size  it  was 
at  the  start. 

The  food  is  amazing  and  there’s  lots  of  it.  Toilet 
facilities  are  rush  mat  walls  with  a hole  in  the  ground. 
And  there  are  showers!  One  bucket  of  water  per 
person  but  - health  and  safety  note  - do  not  put  both 
feet  in  the  bucket  at  once  or  you  will  fall  over! 

Things  seen  today:  Wet  horizontal  car  mechanic  near 
the  showers,  500  XT  air-cooled  yam! 

Stage  1 1 

From  Kayes  we  march  on  to  Bamako.  The  desert 
landscape  has  changed  and  trees  are  abundant. 

Small  villages  start  to  pop  up  so  speed  limits  for  the 
riders  come  into  force. 

How  much  luck  can  one  guy  have!  After  the  days 
stage  Tom  comes  in  and,  after  a good  polish,  I reckon 


the  bike’s  ready.  While  re-fitting  the  sumpguard  I notice 
that  the  main  bolt  on  the  rear  shock  linkage  is  hanging 
out  - so  it’s  tools  out  again  after  another  trip  to  KTM! 

Stages  iS  and  13 

Bamako  to  Labe,  Labe  to  Tambacounda.  There  is  no 
assistance  allowed  in  Labe  (they  have  to  polish  their 
own  bikes)  - this  is  called  the  marathon  stage  so  we 
go  straight  to  Tambacounda.  Here  we  are  again  - 
waiting,  thinking  the  worse  and  hoping  for  the  best. 

Ian  Peberdy’s  waiting  for  Mick  Extance,  Alex  Poppy’s 
waiting  for  Patricia  Watson  Millar  and  I’m  waiting  for 
Tom.  Mick  loses  an  hour  due  to  his  rear  mousse 
braking  up  but  makes  it,  then  in  comes  Tom  - smiling 
as  usual  - followed  by  Patricia  Watson  Millar. 

Stage  1 4 

The  last  proper  day  on  the  rally  and  we  head  for 
Dakar.  There  are  navigation  problems  for  most  as  the 
road  book  (the  pace  notes  that  depict  the  route) 
became  very  confusing  but  all  remaining  British  riders 


make  it  to  Dakar.  Hurrah!  It’s  a great  effort  all  round. 
So  that’s  Mick  Extance,  Nicky  Plumb,  Patsy  Quick 
and  Clive  Town  safely  here  plus  the  other 
riders/ machines  we’ve  adopted  on  the  way  - Tom, 
Patricia  Watson  Millar  (Britt German),  Tall  Swedish 
Girl  On  Quad  (Swedish)  and  the  500cc  XT  air-cooled 
Yam  (Japanese)! 

To  sleep  in  a bed  for  the  first  time  in  a while  feels 
strange  and  still  going  to  the  bathroom  with  your 
head  torch  when  there’s  an  electric  light  feels 
even  stranger! 

Stage  1 5 

Lac  Rose.  The  finish!  Just  110km  around  a lake  with 
flamingos,  crowds  of  people,  corporate  marquees  and 
a big  party.  The  sense  of  achievement  for  all  the 
finishers  is  written  across  their  faces. 

For  now  this  is  the  end  but  in  just  one  month  they’ll 
all  start  to  think  about  next  year? 

Perhaps  on  a very  well-polished  500cc  XT 
air-cooled  Yam! 
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WITH  PRETTY  much  fudge  all  in  the  way  of 
motocross  action  happening  up  our  way  in 
't’winter  months  I came  up  with  the  stellar  plan 
of  trying  something  new  this  year. 

Unfortunately  my  plan  of  becoming 
Morecambe’s  premier  gigolo  kind  of  fell  through 
and  so  it  was  back  to  the  drawing  board. 

A second  - and  much  better  - idea  came  to 
fruitipn  however  and  this  cunning  plan  saw  me 
drivinc)  over  to  Malcolm  Rathmell  Sport  in 
t’Yorkshi'hp  to  pick  up  a 2.9  Sherco*  Basic  trials 
bike  to  ke&p  me  occupied  through  the  winter 
months.  So  what  is  a Sherco  Basic?  Well,  er, 
basically  it’s  a 2006  model  2.9  Sherco  in  2005 
clothing.  Cunning  stuff! 

The  long-term  plan  of  acquiring  a trials  bike 
is  for  me  to  learn  about  getting  info  trials  after 
being  a motocross  racer  for  more  than  half,  my 
life.  I’m  expecting  to  learn  a little  bit  of  throttle 
control  along  the  way  as  well  as  having  a whole 
bunch  of  fun. 

While  I was  over  at  MRS  I also  dipped  into 
the  DBR  wallet  o’f  darkness  and  purchased  a 
Nau  trials  helmet  and  some  Gaerne  boots  with"^ 
grip  on  the  bottom.  I’m  figuring  normal 
motocross  kit  will  suffice  for  everything  else  - 
and  I’m  sorry  but  I ain’t  ever  gonna  feel  the 
need  to  wear  a Lycra  suit  - but  trials  bdots  and 
helmets  are  kind  of  specialist  to  say  the  least 
and  a necessity  for  a newbie  like  myself. 

Once  back  at  base  the  first  thing  to  do  was 
go  and  try  my  new  weapon  of  choice.  The  . 
venue  for  my  baptism  was  my  Uncle  ^ 

Raymond’s  farm  in  not  so  sunny  Cheshire. 
Raymond  used  to  be  a top  regional  trials  rider 
, in  his  day  so  he  was  only  too  happy  to  let  me 
splash  in  and  out  of  his  river  for  a while  so  I 
Could  get  used  to  the_biket 
•<A<nd  after  riding  for  a few  hours  I thrnU’m 
just  about  getting  the  hang  of  this  trials  lark. 
Admitteclty,  I’m  still  crap  compared  to  most 
other  trials  rider  in  the  country  buH’m  learning 
fast  end  just  about  think  I’m  ready  1b  .have  a 
proper  go  at  a trial  - ~yup,  one  with  observers 
and  sections  and  everything.  No  doubt  you  can 
read  about  that  real  soon.  X. 

On  my  second  session  out  with  the  bike 
had  to  do  one  of  the  last  tasks  you’ll  hopefuNy 
ever  have  to  perform  on  youHfrals  bike 
(especially  one  that’s  owned  by  Uncle  Male  and 
Auntie  Rhoda  Rathmell)  and  that’s  draining  the 
engine  and  carb  after  completely  submerging 
aforementioned  bike  in  aforementioned  river. 

The  first  thing  you  need  to  do  when  you 
submerge  your  bike  under  water  is  kill  the 
engine  before  to^  much  of  the  wet  stuff  is 
drawn  through  into  the  engine.  Then  it’s  a 
matte/  of  dragging  your  bike  to  the  side  of  the 
torrent  and  getting  straight  to  work.  Don’t  bother 
trying  to  start  tl\e  bike  because  you  are  quite 
frankly  wasting  ycur  time. 

The 'fuel  tank  and  rear  mudguard/seat  panel 
thingy  comes  off  quite  quickly  by  undoing  the 
four  Allen  screws  that  hold  them  on.  Now  you’ll 
have  access  to  the  engine,  carb  and  airfilter. 

Remove  the  airfilTer  and  squeeze  - not  wring 
- it  as  dry  as  you  can.  The  airbox  on  the 
She'rfco  has  a water  trap  beneath  the  induction 
Outlet  and  jn  this  case  it  was  completely  full.  So 
to  save'  messing  about  I fully  removed  the 
airbox  from  the  carb  and  returned  its  contents 
to  the  river.  - 

Next  job  is  to  drain  the  carb.  Undo  the 
14mm  drainplug  that’s  situated  on  the  bottom  of 
the  float  bowl  and  as  the  water  drains  out 
marvel  at  just  how  much  there  is  in  there  and 
how  dumb  you  are  for  getting  it  so  wet  in  the 
first  place. 

Before  replacing  the  plug  it’s  worth 
.re-attaching  the  fuel  line  to  give  the  carb  a little 
flush  through  with  premix  to  get  rid  of  the  last 
drops  of  water  from  the  workings.  If  you’ve  got 
time  - or  you’re  do.ingrthi^  in  a workshop  - it  . 
would  be  advisable  to  fully  strip  and  clean  the—  - 
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carb  but  seeing  as  riverbanks  aren’t  the  most 
hygienic  of.  places  we’ll  give  that  a miss  right 
now^arrtfj^av^  the  job  until  I get  the  Sherco 
safelydlome. 

Remove  the  plug  cap  and  clean  it  out  with  a 
moisture  dispenser  such  as  WD40.  Now 
remove  the  sparkplug.  You’ll  probably  notice 
that  it’s  a wee  bit  wet  so  clean  that  with  WD40 
then  dry  it  off  with  a rag.  Now  for  the  fun  part! 

Turn  the  bike  fully  upside-down  and  balance 
it  on  the  handlebars  and  rear  frame  section.  On 
the  Sherco  you’ll  notice  that  this  section  of 
frame  protects  the  end  of  the  silencer  from 
crashes  and  such  - clever!  Now  turn  the  engine 
over  by  using  the  kickstart  lever  with  your  hand. 
This  is  where  you  can  see  just  how  much  water 
your  beloved  machine  has  ingested  - in  this 
ca^e  it  was  quite  ja  lot.  Keep  on  turning  the 
engine  overuntil  the  air  that>  blown  from  the 
plug  hole  is  pretty  much  gosh  darn  dry. 

Again,  if  I was  in  the  workshop  I’d  remove 
the  exhaust  and  empty  that  too  but  to  be  - 
honest  it  should  be  pretty  much  empty  anyway. 

Turn  your  bike  rubber  side  down  again  and 
- replace  everything  you’ve  removed  after 
' cleaning  and  WD40ing  it.  Make  sure  the  airfilter 


is  dry  before  you  replace  it  - if  not  you’re  just 
gonna  be  sucking  moisture  through  and  your 
bike  will  run  li^e  a’crock  o’  ***U 

Then,  once  everything  is  all  back  together, 
comes  the  moment  of  truth.  Luckily  for  me  the 
bike  started  first  kick  and  rar}  like  a good  ’un. 

That’s  when  I could  relax  safe  in  the  knowledge 
that  Uncle  Male  probably  wasn’t  going  to  hunt 
me  down  and  kill  me  for  wrecking  6ne  of  his 
bikes  (this  time  at  least  anyway)  - phewsh! 

The  final  step  is  to  go  and  enjoy  riding  trials  ■ 
some  more!  .*  I 

Thanks  guys! 

SUTTY’S  ROLL  OF  HONOUR 

Just  a quick  note  to  say  thanks  to  Malcolm 
Rathmell  Sport  for  the  loan  of  the  bike. 

MRS  $re  the  main  UK  importers  for  Sherco 
motorcycles,  Gaerne  off-road  boots,  Nau 
helmets,  dice  clothing,  Monty  bicycles, 

Domino  and  Tommaselli  hardware  as  well 
as  Ipone  lubricants.  They  can  be  contacted 
on  01423  772885  or  by  email  at 
info@malcolmrathmellsport.com.  I’d  also 
like  to  send  out  a cheers  geez  to  my  Uncle 
Raymond  for  the  use  of  his  land  - and 
water  - for  this  month’s  article. 
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GEEK  CHIC! 

With  his  38th  birthday  fast  approaching  and  a pro  career  stretching 
into  its  third  decade,  South  African  Collin  ‘Geek’  Dugmore’s  still  the 
most  bankable  rider  in  his  adopted  homeland  of  Germany 

Words  and  photos  by  Alex  Hodgkinson 


AS  COLLIN  Dugmore  approaches  his  38th 
birthday  he’s  still  the  single  biggest  draw  in  his 
adopted  homeland  as  he  starts  his  21st  season 
of  racing  in  Germany. 

“Yeah,”  he  admits,  “pretty  far  advanced  but 
still  enjoying  it  and  loving  every  moment  on  the 
track.  That’s  the  only  reason  I’m  still  racing.” 

So  how  did  a South  African  end  up  in 
Germany?  “Back  in  the  ’80s  there  was  an 
international  series  in  SA  every  year  and  they 
invited  a lot  of  riders  from  America  and  Europe 
- Rex  Staten,  Jacky  Martens,  Harry  Everts  - 
and  they  all  really  enjoyed  it  and  that’s  how  we 
got  a GP  in  1985.  A German  guy  by  the  name 
of  Werner  Schutz  used  to  come  over  and  at  the 
time  the  up-and-coming  kids  were  Robbie 
Herring  and  me. 

“Werner  asked  me  if  I wanted  to  come  and 
race  in  Germany  but  I said  I wanted  to  finish 
school  first  - that  was  important  for  my  father 


and  for  me.  I was  17  and  Werner  arranged  an 
offer  for  me  to  race  a blue  Maico.  I came  across 
and  said  I’d  give  myself  three  years  and  here  I 
am  20  years  later.  If  it  hadn’t  worked  out  I’d 
have  become  a jet  fighter  pilot  like  my  dad.” 

The  teenage  tearaway  couldn’t  speak  the 
language  but  found  other  ways  to  communicate. 
“I  think  it’s  just  my  attitude  towards  racing, 
towards  the  fans,  just  the  South  African  way.  I 
was  brought  up  to  be  friendly  to  everyone,  to  be 
open.  And  through  my  riding  style  I won  a lot  of 
fans  in  those  days. 

“It  wasn’t  always  easy.  There  was  a culture 
shock  because  Germany  was  very  different  to 
the  rest  of  the  world  back  then  and  then  there 
was  the  weather.  I arrived  in  February  and  was 
coming  from  plus  32  degrees  to  minus  51  in 
Siegen.  That  was  a cold  winter! 

“The  main  fan  base  in  Germany  is  in  the 
south  but  I spent  the  first  seven  years  in  Siegen 


and  I had  a large  fan  base  there.  It’s  a kind  of 
isolated  community  in  the  mountains  and 
everyone  knew  who  I was.  I used  to  walk  down 
the  street  and  people  would  come  up  to  me  and 
ask  for  my  autograph.  I had  good  coverage  in 
the  local  papers  and  everything.” 

Although  twice  top  10  in  the  world,  Collin’s 
always  concentrated  on  the  German  domestic 
scene  - a decision  made  for  him  in  the  early 
years.  “Back  then  I was  not  able  to  ride  the 
complete  world  series  because,  as  a South 
African,  I had  to  get  visas  for  every  single 
country  except  Britain  and  Switzerland  and 
some  countries  just  wouldn’t  let  me  in. 

“Sweden  was  interesting.  Back  in  those 
days  you  could  wait  for  six  weeks  for  a visa 
just  as  a tourist.  I had  to  pretend  I was  going 
for  a holiday,  not  to  race  motocross.  I even 
had  an  aunt  living  in  Sweden  but  there  was 
an  embargo  against  South  Africans  because 
of  apartheid. 

“So  I just  arrived  at  the  border  and  we 
tried  to  smuggle  me  through  in  the  back  of  the 
van.  But  they  found  me.  Luckily  I had  a visa 
for  Finland  and  they  bought  my  story  that  I only 
needed  a visa  for  transit.  So  they  gave  me  a 
five-day  visa  which  was  just  enough  to  race 
the  GP! 

“All  hell  let  loose  later  that  year  when 
Sweden  had  the  Motocross  des  Nations.  I was 
racing  with  a German  licence  and  I had  been 
picked  for  the  German  team.  That  was  great,  I 
told  them  - but  they  had  to  get  me  the  visa. 

“Well,  they  phoned  up  the  Swedish  consul 
and  told  him  the  story  how  they  had  this 
young  kid  who  they  wanted  to  race  for 
Germany  and  of  course  the  consul  replied  that 
Germans  don’t  need  a visa.  ‘No,  he’s  South 
African’  they  said  and  the  tone  changed 
immediately.  Then  they  made  the  mistake  of 
saying  ‘yeah,  but  he  was  already  there  racing 
the  GP  back  in  the  summer’.  Can  you  imagine? 
The  roof  blew  off!  It’s  all  changed  now  but  that 
was  wild  back  then. 

“And  it  wasn’t  only  the  Swedes.  The  first 
place  I ever  went  outside  Germany  was  Italy 
and  they  wouldn’t  give  me  a visa  either.  I had  a 
friend  with  me  who  could  speak  Italian  and  they 
told  him  a lot  of  South  Africans  are  terrorists 
and  they  weren’t  going  to  let  me  in. 

“My  manager  was  also  the  secretary  of 
the  German  DMV  federation,  he  rang  up  his 
Italian  counterpart  and  45  minutes  later  the 
consul  himself  came  through  on  the  phone 
and  apologised  for  what  had  happened. 

That  was  the  first  country  that  ever  gave  me  a 
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three-month  visa  - everywhere  else  I had  to  get 
a new  visa  every  time  I went  there. 

“And  then  there  was  Czecho.  They  had  a 
fence  round  the  place  and  border  guards  with 
machine  guns  so  I had  no  chance.  The  first 
time  I got  in  there  was  in  1990  when  the 
Russians  were  getting  ready  to  move  out.  I 
kinda  talked  my  way  in  with  stickers,  caps 
and  all  that  stuff  but  even  then  I still  had  to 
get  out  again. 

“Every  border  was  a nightmare.  Once  I didn’t 
have  a valid  visa  at  the  Austrian  border.  I was 
there  for  nine  hours  and  in  the  end  I had  to  turn 
round  and  go  back  home.  I mean,  I was  17,  I 
couldn’t  exactly  do  a lot  about  the  political 
situation  in  SA.  Even  some  of  the  press  were 
against  me.  There  were  some  who  actually 
came  and  told  me  SA  was  a bad  country.  I just 
used  to  ask  them  if  they’d  ever  been  there  to 
know.  All  I wanted  to  do  was  race  motocross 
and  I had  all  of  that  put  on  me.” 

The  dynamic  style  came  naturally. 

“Motocross  in  SA  was  almost  SX-based.  Either 
you  made  the  triple  or  died.  SX  was  almost 
nothing  in  Europe  - the  first  races  in  Germany 
were  all  on  wooden  boards.  They  were  horrific, 

I got  hurt  so  many  times  in  those.  When  they 
started  to  bring  dirt  in  they  also  started  the 
Super  Jump  and  I would  lay  it  flat  and  take 
both  hands  off  the  bars.  Back  then  that 
was  sensational. 

“Racing  was  fun  then.  The  whole  GP  scene 
was  like  one  big  family.  Everyone  would  be 
travelling  in  trucks  to  all  the  races  - one  long 
convoy  from  one  GP  to  the  next  - and  we  would 
do  four  weeks  at  a time,  one  weekend  after  the 
other  in  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  Italy.  When  I 
go  around  a GP  paddock  now  I see  sullen 
faces,  closed  tents  and  I must  admit  I don’t 
miss  it.” 

Collin  hasn’t  raced  GPs  outside  Germany 
and  SA  for  a couple  of  years  but  he  is  still  there 
at  the  start  of  every  SX  season.  “You  know, 
most  guys  are  finished  with  it  at  25  but  I still 
enjoy  it.  The  only  years  I have  missed  I was 
hurt  and  that’s  the  only  times  I had  a break  in 
20  years. 

“In  the  ’80s  and  ’90s  we  just  never  stopped. 
The  German  outdoor  season  was  like  a zillion 
races,  32  weekends  non-stop  and  midweek 
holiday  races  too.  The  body  was  beat  up  and  it 
needed  a three-month  break  really  but  then  it 
was  straight  into  the  SX  and  the  big  teams 
wanted  you  out  there  at  the  indoors. 

“Two  weeks  after  the  final  outdoor  you’d  be 
racing  indoor  and  by  the  time  that  season 


dirtbikeniden  67 


01 778  345653 


THE  UK’S  PREMIER  KTM  RETAIL  SUPERCENTRE 

UNIT  2,  BLENHEIM  WAY,  NORTHFIELDS  ESTATE,  MARKET  DEEPING,  PETERBOROUGH,  PE6  8LD 

0%  FINANCE  AVAILABLE  ON  SXAND  EXC  MODELS 


FOX  RIDING  GEAR 


KTM  EXHAUST 


WITH  ALL  2007  SXrS 


WITH  ALL  2007  EXC'S 


FULL  RANGE  OF  USED  BIKES  AVAILABLE  ONLINE 


WWW.GEAR40FFR0AD.C0.UK 


DirtBikeBook  Q1 778  380380 


BRINGING  GEAR4  TO  YOUR  DOOR 


UNIT  2,  BLENHEIM  WAY,  NORTHFIELDS  ESTATE,  MARKET  DEEPING,  PETERBOROUGH,  PE6  8LD 

FOXANDKTMINSTOREANDONLINE 


LTD  EDITION 

AIRLINE 

m 

COMING  SOON 

£38.99 

AIRLINE 

LTD  EDITION 

& 

f 

M 

£124.99 

COMING  SOON 

FURIOUS 

GEAR  BAG 

m 

% 

£16.59 

£85.59 

ROOST 


FROM  £39.99 


POD  BRACE 


£249.99 


KTM  BRACE 


PDK SHOES 

❖ 

N oaa  an 


LAUNCH 


LION^HOODY 


GIRLS  HOODY 


£43.20 


WWW.DIRTBIKEBOOK.COM 


finished  it  was  two  weeks  to  the  start  of  the 
next  outdoor  season.  Sometimes  you’d  be 
carrying  injuries  and  you  just  kept  on  carrying 
them  until  you  were  completely  dead. 

“But  SX  still  goes  well.  I’ve  even  had  some 
podiums  this  winter.  I’ve  got  a very  good  team 
backing  me  at  the  moment  - EBS  Sturm. 
They’re  a very  relaxed  team  and  riding  is 
pleasurable  then.  When  the  team  atmosphere  is 
awesome  you  can  go  to  the  line  hurting  and  put 
it  out  of  your  mind.” 

Collin’s  nickname  - ‘Geek’  - goes  back  to 
his  youth.  “Robert  Herring  gave  me  the  name. 

I called  him  Fish  and  he  called  me  Geek.  It’s  a 
little  magical  creature  in  a cartoon  series  in  SA. 

“The  racing  was  fun  back  then  but  it  was 
intense.  We  were  really  good  friends  but  we 
both  wanted  to  win.  The  world  was  different 
then  - my  dad  taught  me  to  drive  a car  when  I 
was  15  and  one  day  I asked  him  if  I could  drive 
round  to  Robbie’s  house.  Robbie  went  wild  with 
his  dad  that  I was  allowed  to  go  out  on  my  own. 
Next  day  I’m  just  getting  ready  to  go  to  school, 
there  was  a knock  at  the  door  and  there  was 
Robbie  with  his  dad’s  pick-up!” 


Collin  was  never  short  of  offers  of 
machinery.  “I  always  had  plenty  of  options  with 
the  German  teams.  I was  one  of  the  most 
marketable  people  in  Germany  and  I still  am. 
That’s  satisfying  because  it  means  I did 
something  right  in  my  life.  I never  got  a factory 
deal  but  I was  injured  quite  a lot.  But  the  GPs 
were  just  for  fun.  I earned  my  money  at  the 
German  races  and  the  German  teams  were 
only  really  interested  in  those. 

“In  1996  I should  have  been  fifth  in  the  world 
on  125.  I should  have  put  a mousse  on  for  the 
last  race  but  I didn’t,  I got  a flat  and  I lost  fifth  to 
Fanton.  I was  pretty  motivated  that  year.  The 
Honda  was  not  the  fastest  bike  out  there  but  I 
was  having  fun.  It’s  a pity  I only  did  the  one 
season  in  the  class  because  I’m  actually  a 125 
rider.  That’s  my  style,  twisting  the  throttle  a lot, 
hanging  it  out,  riding  loose. 

“The  Kawasaki  in  1 987  was  my  own  bike. 
Then  I was  backwards  and  forwards  between 
Suzuki  and  Sarholz  Hondas  plus  the  couple 
of  years  on  KTM.  I have  five  German  titles, 
three  with  Burkhardt  Sarholz  and  two  with 
Millennium  KTM.” 


This  will  be  Dugmore’s  final  outdoor  season 
- although  he  has  already  promised  to  race 
Dortmund  next  January  too  - but  his  future 
remains  in  the  sport.  “My  riding  schools  are 
actually  a problem  at  the  moment.  Last  year  I 
broke  the  middle  hand  bone  and  was  out  of 
racing  for  three  months  so  I did  some  schools. 

I wasn’t  even  advertising  - it  just  spread  by 
word  of  mouth  - and  I was  being  inundated  by 
calls.  I already  have  19  weekends  of  schooling 
this  summer  and  I just  can’t  take  anymore. 

“I  have  big  plans  for  the  future.  I’m  going  to 
create  the  Dugmore  Academy  and  we  want  to 
help  the  riders  out  in  every  aspect  of  the  sport, 
right  down  to  what  to  do  when  they  are  hurt.  I 
mean,  they  go  to  their  local  GP  and  those  guys 
just  have  no  idea.  I’m  going  to  be  working  with 
Stefan  Nusser  and  we  want  to  point  the  guys  to 
proper  sports  doctors  when  they  get  hurt  and  to 
give  them  proper  training  plans  so  their  body  is 
ready  for  the  exertions  of  motocross. 

“My  youngest  pupil  is  four-and-a-half  years 
old,  my  eldest  is  70  - that’s  seven  zero  - and 
he’s  fit  as  a fiddle.  You  cannot  believe  it,  he  is 
still  trying  to  improve  his  technique  and  his 
fitness.  You  can  have  motocross  schools  where 
you  just  push  them  with  technique  or  you 
can  give  them  schools  where  they  go  home  ■ 
smiling.  I want  to  do  the  latter! 
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When  a posse  of  US  hotshots  lined  up  in  Manchester  for  the  ’86  supercross,  an  11-year-old  Sutty  was 
ideally  situated  to  catch  all  the  action  and  - surprise,  surprise  - Uncle  lack  was  there  as  well... 


Words  and  photos  by  Jack  Burnicle 

“THAT  WAS  the  best  British  supercross  since 
Manchester  in  1986!”  We  were  at  a crowded 
party  to  celebrate  the  success  of  our  second 
night  at  the  Odyssey  Arena  in  Belfast  and  a 
beaming  Sutty  towered  over  me  like  a great 
goth  Buzz  Lightyear. 

I initially  agreed  but  later  recalled  epic 
evenings  at  Birmingham  NEC  starring  Rick 
Johnson  and  Warren  Edwards  in  1989  and 
Larry  Ward  in  1992.  And  that  unforgettable  first 
year  at  Sheffield  in  ’97  when  Larry  returned  to 
steal  victory  after  a colossal  contest  with 
Jeremy  McGrath  and  Damon  Bradshaw 

An  1 1 -year-old  Sutty  sat  in  the  concrete 
and  corrugated  iron  bleachers  at  Manchester’s 
enormous,  elderly  Belle  Vue  speedway  stadium 
back  in  September  ’86.  The  Belgian-based 
‘Hard  Cross’  Association  who  had  run  a 
week  earlier  at  Gothenburg  in  Sweden 
attracted  an  astonishing  entry  to  their  inaugural 
UK  promotion. 

The  Saturday  and  Sunday  afternoon  races 
would  feature  1985  AMA  supercross  champion 
Jeff  Ward,  top  US  125  privateer  (and  future 
world  supercross  champ)  Guy  ‘Airtime’  Cooper, 
250  AMA  contender  ‘Bullet’  Billy  Liles  and 
Suzuki’s  AJ  Whiting  taking  on  European  world 
champions  Eric  Geboers,  Georges  Jobe, 

John  van  den  Berk  and  Pekka  Vehkonen  plus 
explosive  English  newcomer  Rob  Herring  and 


El 


British  national  champions  Jem  Whatley  and 
Greg  Hanson. 

Also  in  this  heady  mix  were  flying  Finns  Mika 
Khouki  and  Ismo  Vehkonen  (Pekka’s  cousin) 
and  super  Swedes  Anders  Ericksson,  Jorgen 
Nilsson  and  Leif  Nicklasson! 

Sadly,  though,  American  master  trackbuilder 
John  Savitski  - who  moulded  the  early  years  of 
Paris  Bercy  - failed  to  show  and  the  long, 
winding  track  proved  a disappointment. 

Jeff  Ward  registered  his  dismay.  “It’s  kind  of 
a letdown,”  said  the  small,  stocky,  freckled 
Scotsman  (Wardy  was  actually  born  in 
Glasgow).  “Too  one  line.  It’s  no  good  weaving 
through  a series  of  curves  like  this.  You  need  to 
lay  out  180  degree  turns.  There’s  plenty  of 
room  in  this  stadium  for  that.”  Jeff  paused  and 
frowned.  “When  are  they  going  to  start  letting 
people  in?” 

Sorry  Jeff,  they’re  here  already.  This  is  Belle 
Vue,  not  Anaheim! 

Eventually,  though,  the  grandstands  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  stadium  from  the  start 
straight,  alongside  a double  and  triple  jump 
combination,  filled  up  enough  to  create  an  air  of 
excited  anticipation  around  the  boy  Sutty  and 
the  autumn  sun  shone  brightly. 

Soft,  powdery  soil  quickly  dug  out  into  deep 
ruts  and  trenches  but  like  any  quality  field  these 
guys  launched  into  some  riveting  action  once 


the  gate  dropped.  Van  den  Berk,  Khouki,  Ward 
and  Herring  - the  latter  urged  on  from  the 
echoing  grandstands  - each  won  a heat.  In  the 
first  semi  Jobe  tried  to  follow  Whatley’s  low 
trajectory  across  the  whoops  and  endoed  out, 
cracking  a rib.  Then  Greg  Hanson  (Kawasaki) 
won  a repecharge  to  reach  an  enthralling  final 
in  which  Geboers  and  van  den  Berk  were  taken 
out  in  the  first  turn. 

Guy  Cooper  holeshot  ahead  of  Herring,  the 
crowd  in  uproar  as  the  16-year-old  prodigy 
fended  off  factory  superstar  Ward.  Then 
Cooper  spun  out  and  the  Kawasaki  pair 
pounced  with  Ward  unable  t< 
the  chequered  flag  mistal 
and  red  hot  Hei 
AMA  champ! 

“It  should  have  run 

laps,”  muttered  a mystified  Ward.  "I  got  my 
board  saying  four  to  go  and  the  last  lap  flag 
went  out.  But  it  was  fun...” 

Anders  Ericksson  grabbed  third  place  from 
Yamaha  team-mate  Mika  Khouki  with  Liles  fifth 
from  a storming  van  den  Berk,  Cooper’s  Honda 
and  stylish  second  Brit  Jem  Whatley  on  his 
factory  Cagiva. 

AJ  Whiting  got  a deputation  of  riders 
together  that  evening  and  requested  the 
track  be  run  in  reverse  direction  on  Sunday 
iut  Hard  Cross  boss  Rene  Hurner  refused. 
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MBP  EUROPEAN  DISTRIBUTOR  FOR  TWO  BROS  RACING 

Full  exhaust  systems  and  slip-ons  available  for  CRF,  KXF,  RMZ,  SXF  andYZF 


“Hard  Cross  know  only  the  theory  of  track 
construction,”  grinned  Geboers.  “They  do  not 
know  how  to  put  it  into  practice!” 

The  Kid’  did  his  best.  He  shoved  bales 
across  the  low  groove  that  wore  through  the  left 
side  of  the  whoops  within  half  a heat  on 


bunnicle’s  beat 


Saturday’s  final 


Sunday.  Then  he  turned  his  attention  to  the 
‘speed  bumps’  before  the  finish,  filling  in  and 
packing  the  rut  that  had  made  the  wide  line  the 
only  line.  Bemused,  silver-suited  marshals  stood 
around  and  gawped.  One  thought  Geboers  was 


cheating  by  creating  his  own  fast  line.  “No,  I am 


A 


trying  to  make  more  lines,”  explained  an 
exasperated  Eric,  eyeing  the  offender  frostily. 
Then  he  shook  his  curly  head.  “This  is  stupid. 
This  is  not  a rider’s  job!” 

Thankfully,  the  marshals  learned  from  Eric’s 
energetic  example  and  overtaking  once  more  - 
with  commitment  and  courage  - became 
possible  on  the  sweep  round  to  the  finish  line, 
Anders  Ericksson  found  it.  Pekka  Vehkonen 
used  it.  And  Eric  Geboers  needed  it. 

Van  den  Berk,  Khouki,  Ward  and  Herring 
once  more  shared  the  heats  with  Geboers  and 
Jobe  - typically  racing  despite  injury  - taking 
the  semis  and  Greg  Hanson  once  more  in  via 
last  chance. 

viewed  the  final  from  the  grandstands 
ehind  the  start  straight  with  Rob  Andrews 
and  the  Surrey  dirt  bike  mafia.  Andrews  had 
broken  ribs  the  previous  day  in  his  first  ‘proper’ 
supercross.  “I’d  watched  Alan  Morrison  seat 
bouncing  those  awkward  doubles  where  the 
landing  was  higher  than  the  take-off  ramp,” 
smiled  Rob.  “How  did  he  know  that?  And  I 
remember  walking  the  track  with  Dickie  Dye 
and  his  dog  Dipstick,  who  blitzed  the  whoo| 
better  than  Chad  Reed  could  do  today!” 

Unlucky  Eric  Geboers  hit  neutral  into  the  fast 
first  turn  and  disappeared  through  the  bright 
blue  haybales.  Remounting  a distant  last,  the 
Belgian  rode  heroically,  puling  off  several 
colossal  overtaking  manoeuvres  on  his  wild  way 
to  snatching  sixth  place  from  van  den  Berk  on 


the  final  lap. 

While  we  were  on  our  feet  in  the  grandstand 


hollering  ourselves  hoarse,  Jeff  Ward  hounded 
early  leader  Rob  Herring  until  the  teenager 
finally  cracked.  So  Wardy  won  with  Herring 
splitting  the  Yanks  ahead  of  Liles,  Pekka 
Vehkonen,  Guy  Cooper  and  Geboers. 

On  the  rostrum  - as  dusk  closed  in  creating 
j magical,  luminous  atmosphere  in  the 
ecaying  (and  long  since  demolished)  old 
speedway  stadium  - Ward,  to  the  crowd’s 
approval,  complimented  Herring’s  promise. 

Rob  is  a very  good  rider  but  I just  had  to 
ut  the  pressure  on  and  force  him  to  make 
a mistake.” 

Billy  Liles,  on  the  brink  of  a stellar  European 
grand  prix  career,  also  paid  his  respects  to 
England’s  raw  newcomer.  “Rob  Herring  really 
impressed  me,”  drawled  the  Georgia  Boy.  “He’s 
so  fast.  I wish  he’d  come  to  the  States  and  get 
a little  more  experience.  I think  that  he  can 
really  well.” 

Robbie  never  did  and  nor  did  super* 
ever  return  to  the  ill-fated  Manchester  Belle  Vue 
stadium.  But  it  had  bounced  a big  bad  boy 
from  Bollington  in  Cheshire  up  and  down  in 
the  bleachers! 

“Mum  and  dad  loved  speedway  so  as  a 
family  we  went  a lot  to  Belle  Vue,”  recalls  Sutty. 
“Dad  was  a steady  AMCA  expert  motocrosser 
and  I was  mithering  and  mithering  him  to  take 
me  to  the  supercross. 

“We  were  on  the  back  straight,  where  it 
seemed  quite  busy.  The  main  thing  I remember 
is  Herring  leading  the  final  and  everyone  in  the 
‘tands  stamping  their  feet,  like  a Mexican  wave 
of  foot  stamping!  Also  Cooper  leading  the  final 
until  he  spun  round  in  a tight  right-hander  and 
Greg  Hanson  pulling  a massive  whip  over  the 


triple  by  us  as  he  won  the  last  chance!” 
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STEPPING  UP! 

Josh  Grant  has  hired  a new  trainer  and  is  taking  racing  much  more  seriously 
- and  it  shows  - so  what’s  the  gameplan  for  America’s  latest  ‘next  big  thing’? 


Words  and  photos  by  Steve  Cox 


EVER  SINCE  JOSH  GRANT’S  FIRST 
APPEARANCE  AT  AN  AMA  NATIONAL 
PIT  PUNDITS  HAVE  TABBED  HIM  AS 
POTENTIALLY  ONE  OF  THE  NEXT 
GREATS  IN  OUR  SPORT.  IN  HIS  VERY 
FIRST  NATIONAL  MOTO  HE 
GRABBED  THE  HOLESHOT  AT 
HANGTOWN  AND  THEN  LEFT. 
CHECKED  OUT.  HE  WAS 
FLAT  GONE. 


He  held  a lead  of  more  than  15  seconds  by  the  time 
James  Stewart  got  into  second  place  and  Stewart  wasn’t 
gaining  on  Josh  - until  he  stalled  his  CRF250R  and  was 
unable  to  restart  it. 

So  Grant  has  raw  speed  outdoors.  And  after  visiting 
him  recently  at  a supercross  test  track  it’s  apparent  that 
he  has  raw  speed  indoors  now  as  well. 

DBR:  Let’s  start  with  what’s  changed  since  last  year  so  far 
as  getting  your  injuries  healed  and  picking  up  Ryan 
Hughes  as  your  trainer.  How  did  that  go? 

JG:  “I’d  say  a lot  has  changed  from  training  and  taking 


time  off.  I honestly  think  that  this  injury  [knee]  was 
actually  the  best  thing  for  me.  It  got  me  to  realise  how  bad 
I want  it.  Training  with  Ryno  and  everything  like  that  made 
a big  improvement  in  my  fitness  and  my  strength  and  I’ve 
changed  a lot  since  the  outdoors.  And  I know  it’s  for  the 
better.  Him  and  I have  been  working  not  just  on  training 
and  stuff  but  riding  techniques  too.  Every  little  bit  counts 
and  I feel  like  I’ve  gained  a lot  in  the  last  few  months.” 

DBR:  Your  outdoor  riding  speaks  for  itself  but  indoors 
you’ve  struggled.  What  have  you  done  to  address  that? 

JG:  “I  can  recover  from  mistakes  a lot  easier  now  because  } 
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josh  grant  interview 


I’m  a lot  stronger  and  I’m  mentally 
stronger  as  well.  I’ve  got  a lot  more 
confidence  this  year  in  technical 
jumps  and  situations  on  different 
tracks.  I feel  really  comfortable  on 
the  bike  and  that  has  a lot  to  do 
with  it  too.  Last  year  I wasn’t  too 
comfortable  with  supercross  and 
getting  set  up  with  whoops  and 
stuff.  So  I think  this  year  is  a 
lot  better.” 


DBR:  Would  you  say  you’re  going  for  the  title  and  nothing 
less  this  year? 

JG:  “I  definitely  want  the  East  Coast  title.  There  are  a lot 
of  reasons  behind  it  and  I’m  not  going  to  go  out  hunting 
for  anyone  in  particular.  But  Millsaps  and  Hepler  both 
work  hard  at  what  they  do  and  they’re  both  going  to 
be  tough. 

“It’s  time  for  me  to  work  hard  and  see  where  I can  be 
and  what  I can  do  so  I want  to  be  consistent  this  year,  get 
good  starts  and  stay  on  the  podium.  I think  consistency  is 
going  to  win  the  championship.” 


DBR:  Your  contract  is  up  at  the  end  of  this  year.  Does  that 
add  any  incentive  for  you? 

JG:  “Yeah,  the  contract  ends  this  year  but  I want  to  prove 
myself  before  I sign  another  deal  and  make  sure  I can 
show  that  I’m  worth  the  money  and  stuff  like  that.  I have  a 
lot  of  big  goals  this  year  and  one  of  them  is  winning  the 
championship.  I feel  like  I can  and  I’ve  worked  hard  at  it 
and  it’s  my  time. 

“I’m  a 125  guy  so  if  I haven’t  accomplished  anything 
in  the  125  class  I’m  definitely  going  to  stay  down 
until  I can  accomplish  what  I want  to  accomplish.  ) 
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I just  don’t  want  to  point  out  or  anything 
like  that.” 

DBR:  Yeah,  if  you  get  100  points  in 
three  consecutive  125cc  SX  seasons 
you’re  bumped.  Did  you  get  100  points 
last  year? 

JG:  “No.  I got  71.  So  I guess  I’m  good 
for  at  least  two  years  after  this  one.” 

DBR:  For  the  East  Coast  now  we’ve  got 
Jeff  Alessi  out,  Ben  Townley  out,  Troy 
Adams  out,  Joaquim  Rodrigues  out... 

Is  your  team-mate  Tommy  Hahn  going 
to  be  back? 

JG:  “He’s  been  back  riding  longer 
than  me  so  he  should  be  good.” 

DBR:  The  point  is  that  the  field  is 
thinning  so  not  only  are  things 
shifting  in  your  favour  but  you  have 
to  worry  about  getting  through 
supercross  healthy  so  that  you  can 
be  100  per  cent  by  the  time  the 
Nationals  start,  right? 

JG:  “Well,  after  watching  Joaquim 
crash  it  was  kind  of  like  you’ve  got 
to  make  it  to  the  race  first.  You’ve 
got  to  be  healthy.  You  don’t  want  to 
be  worn  out  and  you  don’t  want  to 
take  risks  or  chances  that  could 
blow  it  for  you.  I’m  not  going  to.” 

DBR:  As  a young  rider  coming  up 
in  this  sport  are  there  things  that 
you  look  to  as  example  of  what  to 
do  and  what  not  to  do? 

JG:  “I  kind  of  do  my  own 
programme.  I mean,  I have  my 
own  circle  and  there  are  a few 
people  in  there  that  I trust  and 
that  I look  up  to  and  I think  I’ve 
realised  who  to  use  as  a 


resource  - who  to  hire  and  stuff.  I kind  of  just  do  my  own 
programme.  But  I stay  away  from  the  wrong  crowd  and 
stuff  like  that.” 

DBR:  It  seems  like  a bit  of  an  epidemic  in  that  for  every 
10  riders  who  come  up,  like  you,  who  are  really  good  and 
have  lots  of  potential  maybe  one  or  two  go  more  than 
three  or  four  years.  How  will  you  ensure  that  you  are  one 
of  the  two  that  make  it? 

JG:  “I’m  just  going  to  keep  my  head  down  and  work  hard. 
I mean,  I don’t  want  to  be  some  washed-up  pro  out 
training  little  kids  at  Starwest  [local  MX  track].  I’ve  seen 


what  I want  and  I’ll  do  whatever  it  takes  to  succeed  in 
motocross  and  succeed  in  life.” 

DBR:  You  almost  got  a permanent  number  this  year. 

Do  you  know  which  number  you  might  take? 

JG:  “I’ll  just  play  out  this  year  and  see  what  comes  up. 

If  I do  good  I think  I’ll  definitely  go  lower.” 

DBR:  So  you  wouldn’t  take  your  amateur  number,  86? 

JG:  “I  would,  actually.  I mean,  a bunch  of  people 

have  had  it  that  have  made  it  look  bad  the  last  _ 

couple  years  [laughs].”  1= 
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AMASX  WRAP 


Words  and  photos  by  STEVE  COX 


Only  four  rounds  in  and  already  the  2006  AMA  SX 
series  has  come  down  to  a fight  between  Ricky 
Carmichael,  James  Stewart  and  Chad  Reed 

COMING  INTO  THE  2006  AMP’D  MOBILE/AMA  SX  SERIES  EVERYONE  EXPECTED  A THREE-HORSE 
RACE.  WITH  KEVIN  WINDHAM  OUT  WITH  A BROKEN  ARM  IT  WAS  BASICALLY  A FOREGONE 
CONCLUSION  THAT  CHAD  REED,  RICKY  CARMICHAEL  AND  JAMES  STEWART  WOULD  BE 
THE  MEN  OCCUPYING  THE  PODIUM  AT  NEARLY  EVERY  ROUND. 

THE  BIG  QUESTION  WAS,  IN  WHICH  ORDER? 


dbr  stateside 


AFTER  FOUR 
ROUNDS  RC  HOLDS  A 
SLENDER  LEAD 


After  two  rounds  of  complete  domination  in  Canada  in 
December,  Kawasaki’s  20-year-old  phenom  Stewart  comes 
into  Anaheim  with  only  one  hope  - to  start  the  AMA  series 
on  the  right  note  with  a win.  Of  course,  Reed  and 
Carmichael  are  hoping  to  do  the  same. 

Stewart  and  Carmichael  don’t  make  it  easy  on 
themselves  as  they  start  near  the  tail  end  of  the  top  10. 

“I  got  a great  jump,  actually,”  Carmichael  says.  “My 
reaction  time  was  awesome.  Unfortunately,  I spun.” 

Stewart  shadows  Carmichael  through  the  field  - even 
making  a move  past  RC  at  one  point,  only  for  Carmichael 
to  blitz  back  by  through  the  whoops  as  the  two  of  them 
simultaneously  pass  Kyle  Lewis. 

Reed  soon  moves  into  the  lead  just  before  the 
Carmichael/Stewart  train  slots  in  behind  him.  For  the  next 
five  laps  Reed  leads  followed  by  Carmichael  and  Stewart. 
At  the  halfway  point,  Carmichael  makes  his  move  for  the 
lead  after  Reed  cases  a triple  out  of  a corner.  Only  three 
corners  later  Carmichael  goes  down  in  the  whoops. 

“I  got  by  Chad  - he  made  a little  mistake  there  by  the 
mechanics’  area  and  I was  able  to  get  by  him,”  Carmichael 
says.  “I  just  tried  to  get  a good  run  into  the  whoops  - I felt 
the  faster  I could  go  into  them,  the  better  I would  be  at  the 
end  of  them.  I just  missed  one  and  the  rest  is  history.” 

“I  almost  hit  him!”  Stewart  says  of  RC’s  crash.  “Those 
whoops  were  tough  tonight.  Clear  Channel  and  Dirt  Wurx 
did  a good  job  tonight  getting  the  track  ready.  The  track 
was  definitely  tough  tonight” 

From  there  Stewart  begins  to  hound  Reed  for  the  lead 
until  Reed  bobbles  in  a rhythm  section  and  Stewart  goes 
around  the  outside  of  him. 


“Toward  the  end  I had  some  small  problems  with  the 
rhythms  and  some  sections  of  whoops  but  we’ll  fix  that 
next  week,”  says  Reed.  “But  I felt  good  on  the  bike.  It  felt 
good  to  go  out  there  and  do  two  or  three  jumps  that  I 
hadn’t  done  all  day  in  the  Main  Event.  I felt  like  I had  a 
good  rhythm  and  it  was  going  to  be  a good  race  for  the 
three  of  us. 

“Unfortunately,  Ricky  went  down  and  about  that  time 
James  caught  up  to  me  and  there  wasn’t  a lot  I could  do 
about  it.  What  was  fun  for  me  was  to  get  out  there  and 
show  some  of  what  I could  do.” 

Stewart  goes  on  to  a seemingly  easy  victory,  followed 
by  Reed  about  10  seconds  back.  Carmichael  recovers 
for  third. 

“I  look  at  it  that  I just  want  to  go  to  every  race  and  do 
my  best,”  Stewart  says.  “I’ve  had  a good  season  so  far 
and  I just  want  to  do  my  best.  I don’t  look  at  it  as  a points 
lead  or  anything.  I just  want  to  go  to  each  race  and  see 
what  happens.” 

What  happens  at  round  two,  though,  is  a first-turn  fall 
in  the  Main  Event.  Supercross  legend  Jeremy  McGrath  - 
now  nicknamed  “Part-Time”  rather  than  “Showtime”  - 
brings  the  crowd  of  more  than  50,000  people  to  life  by 
grabbing  the  holeshot  and  then  two  turns  into  the  race 
pulling  his  legendary  Nac-Nac  in  front  of  a field  of  the 
world’s  best  supercross  racers.  Reed  follows  and 
Carmichael’s  fifth  while  Stewart  picks  himself  up. 

“You  know,  it’s  kind  of  hard  to  remember.  I just  know  I 
highsided  off  somebody  and  fell,”  Stewart  says.  “I  think  I 
was  in  a rush  trying  to  start  the  thing.  I was  just  pretty 
far  back.” 


On  lap  two  Reed  makes  his  way  by  his  idol  McGrath 
but  MC  holds  onto  second  for  the  next  five  laps  before 
Carmichael  finally  catches  him  and  makes  a pass  stick. 

At  this  point  Stewart  is  already  up  to  sixth,  only  seven 
laps  into  the  race.  However,  just  after  Carmichael  moves 
into  second,  Reed  makes  a huge  mistake  and  goes  down  - 
actually  catching  a handlebar  to  the  chin  and  getting  his 
helmet’s  face  mask  stuck  on  his  bars. 

“Yeah,  the  track  was  slick  and  the  side  of  the  jump 
was  kind  of  worn  away  a little  bit  and  I just  hit  it  - 1 don’t 
remember  if  I lost  the  front  or  I lost  the  rear  but  it  kind  of 
just  went  sideways.” 

He  gets  up  quickly  - only  losing  about  six  seconds  to 
Carmichael  - but  the  damage  is  done.  Carmichael  is 
within  sight  of  Reed  and  he  begins  to  hound  the  former 
champion.  Three  laps  later  Reed  messes  up  the  rhythm 
section  and  Carmichael  jumps  alongside  him  before 
pushing  him  into  the  Tuff  Blox  on  the  outside  of  the  track 
to  complete  the  pass. 

“I  came  up  with  a lot  of  speed  off  the  triple  and  I just 
held  my  speed,”  Carmichael  says.  “I  had  to  bring  him  to 
the  outside  or  he  was  going  to  go  by  me  so  I did  what  I 
had  to  do,  that’s  all.  We  both  stayed  upright  and  did 
battle  after  that.” 

Carmichael  stretches  his  lead,  eventually  winning  by 
2.6  seconds  from  Reed.  Carmichael  also  sets  the  fastest 
lap  of  the  Main  Event. 

Stewart  amazingly  recovers  from  his  start  crash  to 
finish  on  the  podium  behind  Reed.  “You  can’t  win  [the 
championship]  in  three  races  but  you  can  certainly  lose  it. 
The  main  thing  was  I was  trying  to  get  up  and  collect  ) 
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points.  I knew  I was  good  enough 
to  get  on  the  box  tonight  and  I felt 
like  I had  the  speed  but  when  I was 
down  there  I was  trying  to  think  of 
the  championship.  It’s  not  a 
one-race  shoot-out.” 

With  one  win  each,  the 
RC/Stewart  rivalry  hits  fever  pitch 
at  Anaheim  II.  Stewart  and 
Carmichael  gate  at  the  tail  end  of 
the  top  10  but  they  quickly  start 
working  through  traffic. 

Ivan  Tedesco  grabs  the  lead 
and  in  less  than  a lap  he’s 
joined  by  Stewart  and,  a lap 
later,  Carmichael. 

Stewart  gets  out  front  while 


Carmichael  works  on  Tedesco  for  second  and  although  the 
two  are  Makita  Suzuki  team-mates  Tedesco  doesn’t  give 
way  easily.  So  Carmichael  has  to  block-pass  his  way  by  for 
second  before  setting  out  after  Stewart. 

Over  the  next  couple  of  laps  Carmichael  reels  Stewart 
in  and  by  lap  eight  he’s  glued  to  Stewart’s  rear  wheel. 

Every  now  and  then  Carmichael  loses  a few  bike-lengths 
but  seems  to  be  able  to  catch  Stewart  at  will. 

“I  knew  he  had  some  good  lines,”  Stewart  says.  “He 
didn’t  have  a problem  keeping  up  with  me  - it  was  kind  of 
like  how  I felt  in  Toronto.  You  can  just  kind  of  get  back 
there  and  watch  the  guy  make  mistakes  and  stuff  and  just 
pick  your  lines.” 

The  capacity  crowd  stands  as  Carmichael  repeatedly 
puts  a wheel  in  on  Stewart,  only  to  back  off  to  avoid 
contact.  “I  felt  I could’ve  got  a little  buck-wild  and  try  to 
put  a move  on  him  but  I was  waiting,”  Carmichael  says. 


“A  little  later,  if  I needed  to  do  it,  then  I was  gonna 
try  something.” 

Stewart  makes  some  spectacular  saves  under  pressure 
from  Carmichael,  including  landing  on  a Tuff  Block  off  of 
a jump,  nearly  landing  on  a lapped  rider  and  nearly 
crashing  twice  in  the  same  section  of  whoops.  But  it  all 
comes  to  a head  with  two  laps  to  go  as  Stewart  jumps  into 
a corner  and  goes  down  as  he  gets  on  the  brakes  trying 
to  avoid  a downed  Mike  Brown.  Carmichael  tip-toes 
around  the  outside  to  avoid  Stewart  and  Brown  and  the 
race  is  over. 

Reed  moves  into  second  after  the  fall  and  Stewart 
recovers  for  third. 

“I  heard  the  crowd  go  nuts  so  I was  kind  of  hoping 
they  were  in  a pile-up  together,”  grins  Reed.  “But  when  I 
came  up  there  it  was  only  James.  No,  I don’t  wish  that  on 
them  - but  it  would  be  nice  [laughs].” 
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AMA  SX  WRAP 


SERIES  STANDINGS 

250CC 


1 Ricky  Carmichael  92  points  (2  wins) 


JAMES  STEWART 
PLOUGHS  TO  VICTORY 
THROUGH  THE  SAN 
FRANCISCO  MUD 


So  they  head  into  San  Francisco 
with  Carmichael  in  the  points  lead 
and  rain  on  the  menu.  By  the  time 
the  races  start  the  track  is  a 
quagmire  and  anything  can  happen. 

Nick  Wey  grabs  the  holeshot 
with  Stewart  second  but  the  #7 
Kawasaki  quickly  hits  the  front 
while  Carmichael  comes  through 
the  pack  to  third  by  the  end  of  the 
first  lap.  “I  got  a good  start  - 1 think 
it  was  Nick  out  front,”  says 
Stewart.  “I  got  around  him  and 
was  just  kind  of  in  my  own  world. 

I made  a few  mistakes  but  it  was 
more  the  track  than  anything. 

I never  felt  like  I pushed  it  once.” 

Carmichael  chases  Stewart 
down  over  a period  of  eight  laps 
and  on  lap  nine  RC  is  on  Bubba. 
In  that  period  of  time  Carmichael 
throws  down  three  laps  in  the 


1:09  range.  Stewart  never  gets  below  1:10. 

“I  knew  he  was  behind  me,”  Stewart  says.  “Every  time 
I didn’t  jump  the  finish  line  or  I messed  up  I could  hear  the 
crowd  going  crazy  and  I couldn’t  tell  if  he  crashed  or  he 
was  right  up  on  me.  I looked  back,  I saw  that  #4  and  I was 
like  ‘there  he  is  again’.” 

On  lap  10  Carmichael  makes  the  move  stick  and 
while  they’re  battling  the  duo  laps  eventual  third-placed 
finisher  Wey. 

“Sometimes  in  the  mud  like  that  it’s  really  hard  to  go 
for  the  lead,”  Carmichael  says.  “You’re  just  sloshing 
around  everywhere  and  everyone’s  all  over  the  place. 
Toward  the  end  he  kind  of  got  screwed  up  by  the  finish 
line  there  and  couldn’t  jump  it  and  that’s  when  I started  to 
make  up  a lot  more  time.  Once  I got  by  him  - 1 think  we 
had  two  laps  to  go  - I slung  my  goggles  and  did  my  best.” 

But  Stewart  isn’t  having  any  of  it. 

“He  kind  of  gapped  me  because  I cased  doubling 
the  triple  pretty  hard  - I’m  going  to  be  limping  for  a 
while  from  that  one,”  Stewart  says.  “Then  I got 
around  him  through  the  rhythm  section.  I doubled, 
got  around  him  and  then  he  doubled  again  and  I ended 


up  doubling  the  last  one  and  got  to  the  inside.” 

Stewart  quickly  pulls  away  after  the  pass  to  take  a 
relatively  easy  win  as  Carmichael  has  a couple  of  bobbles 
on  the  last  couple  of  laps. 

But  the  battle  begs  the  question  ‘what  can  separate 
Stewart  and  Carmichael  right  now?’  “Honestly,  I don’t 
think  anything  can  right  now,”  Stewart  says.  “I  think  we’re 
both  on  the  same  page.  We’re  running  a good  pace  right 
there  and  I think  it’s  just  going  to  come  down  to  who’s 
going  to  be  the  smartest.  He’s  had  a lot  of  years  and  I 
learned  a lot  from  last  year  so  I don’t  really  see  anything 
to  separate  us.” 

Carmichael’s  second  place  is  a far  cry  from  the  old  RC 
who  couldn’t  seem  to  find  his  way  around  a muddy  track. 
“I  just  think  I’ve  gotten  a little  bit  older  now  - this  is  my 
10th  season  so  I know  how  to  ride  it  and  I don’t  take  the 
chances  that  I used  to,”  Carmichael  says.  “Back  when  I 
was  younger  sometimes  I would  take  chances  and  it 
would  pay  off  and  then  other  times  it  wouldn’t  be  good 
at  all.  Now  my  ratio  in  the  mud  is  10  times  better  than 
it  has  ever  been  and  I think  it  just  comes  with  time 
and  experience.” 
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Last  year’s  predicted  Perfect  Storm  has  finally  arrived  ■ 
it’s  sent  temperatures  soaring  from  LA  to  NYC... 


ere  in  New  York  City  things  aren’t 
quite  right.  I’m  supposed  to  be 
trudging  around  Gotham  with  my 
heavy  coat  on  and  a scarf 
bunched  up  around  my  neck, 
protecting  me  from  the  bitter 
north  east  cold.  There  should  be 
a foot  of  snow  on  the  ground.  My  windows 
should  not  be  wide  open.  But  the  coat  and  scarf 
are  still  in  the  closet  and  there’s  not  a snowflake 
in  sight.  It’s  late  January  and  everything  is 
different  than  a year  ago  at  this  time.  There’s 
been  a change  in  the  weather. 

As  it  turns  out,  last  season’s  Perfect  Storm  - 
the  drooled  over  clash  between  Ricky 
Carmichael,  Chad  Reed  and  James  Stewart  - is 
finally  here.  It’s  for  real.  And  it’s  hot. 

Through  the  first  five  rounds  of  the  US  and 
World  Supercross  GP  series,  the  power  trio  of 
American  supercross  stayed  atop  the  podium 
exclusively.  Reed  got  bogged  down  in  the  San 
Francisco  mud  at  round  four  of  the  AMA  series, 
dropping  him  to  fifth  there  and  giving  Nick  Wey 
a third  place  breakthrough.  He’ll  be  happy  to 
have  only  dropped  a couple  points  there, 
though,  after  last  year’s  disastrous  start.  Speedy 
Reedy  is  still  in  the  hunt  and  at  this  stage  that’s 
all  any  rider  can  ask  for. 

James  Stewart’s  ‘New  Beginning’  is  for  real 
folks.  That  newfound  patience  and  maturity  he 
showed  in  Canada?  Yeah,  it  looks  like  that’s 
here  to  stay.  While  James  had  everyone  talking 
in  December  after  his  remarkable  tear  through 
Canada,  January  was  his  time  to  prove  himself. 

And  what  better  way  to  do  that  than  winning  the 
Anaheim  season  opener? 

After  his  wins  in  Toronto  and  Vancouver, 

Stewart  was  actually  a favourite  to  take  the  first 
US  win  of  the  year.  The  kid  was  on  a roll  and 
Carmichael  - legend  that  he  may  be  - has  never 
actually  won  the  first  round  in  his  premier  class 
career  (take  a moment  to  think  that  one  over  - 
as  great  as  he  is,  Ricky  never  started  the  series 
in  the  lead).  Carmichael  and  Stewart  got  horrible 
starts  in  the  Anaheim  I Main  Event  but  they  each 
battled  through  the  pack  and  eventually  caught  up  to 
Reed.  Keeping  his  streak  alive,  though,  RC  hit  the 
ground  and  was  only  able  to  take  third.  Stewart  stalked 
the  Aussie  and  used  all  that  Canuck  momentum  to 
propel  him  to  the  win  and  the  early  points  lead. 

Round  two  - in  Phoenix,  Arizona  - was  a 
remarkable  race  for  several  reasons.  Carmichael  took 
his  first  win  of  the  season,  Reed  moved  up  a spot  on 
the  podium  and  Stewart  charged  back  for  third  after  a 
first-turn  crash  left  him  stranded  at  the  back.  But  the 
highlight  of  the  evening  came  from  the  king  himself, 
Jeremy  ‘Part-Time  Showtime’  McGrath. 

After  a poor  showing  on  the  CR250R  - one  of  the 
few  remaining  in  the  SX  class  - McGrath  and  Honda 
decided  they  would  switch  to  the  four-stroke  CRF450R 
after  Phoenix.  The  two-stroke  just  didn’t  have  the 
power  to  compete  with  a full  field  of  thumpers 
nymore.  But  somebody  must  have  forgotten  to  tell 
leremy  that  in  Arizona  because  in  the  Main  Event  that 


night  he  pulled  the  must  unexpected  holeshot  this  side 
of  Mike  LaRocco  and  rocketed  to  the  early  lead.  Then, 
to  cap  off  an  already  magical  moment,  he  threw  out 
his  signature  Nac-Nac  and  brought  the  house  down.  It 
was  a scene  that  will  replay  in  the  minds  of  every  fan 
who  was  in  attendance  that  night  (unfortunately,  it 
won’t  be  replaying  on  television  - the  CBS  network 
cameras  were  all  focused  on  James  Stewart  who  was 
on  the  ground  in  the  first  turn).  MC  eventually  gave 
up  the  lead  to  the  new  guard  but  it’s  great  to  know 
that  he’s  still  got  it  in  him.  Even  though  he’s  just 
Part-Time  now  he’ll  always  be  Showtime  and  he’s 
going  out  very  near  the  top. 

The  return  trip  to  Anaheim  for  round  three  was  yet 
another  special  occasion  as  it  marked  the  20th 
anniversary  of  the  legendary  Bailey  vs  Johnson  battle 
of  Anaheim  ’86,  the  benchmark  for  just  about  every 
race  for  the  last  two  decades.  In  a fitting  tribute  to  that 
night,  Carmichael  and  Stewart  gave  us  another  one  for 
the  ages,  dicing  for  the  lead  for  18  laps  until  Stewart 
lost  his  front  end.  RC  took  the  top  spot  for  the  second 


week  in  a row  followed  by  Reed  and  Stewart  for  a 
carbon  copy  of  the  previous  week’s  podium. 

James  got  his  revenge  in  the  San  Francisco  mud  a 
week  later  but  Carmichael  kept  him  honest.  In  a race 
where  just  about  everyone  else  hit  the  (very  wet)  dirt, 
the  two  Floridians  stayed  on  two  wheels  and  fought  for 
the  win  until  the  very  last  lap.  The  race  was  even  better 
than  the  previous  week’s  and  the  two  riders  brought 
The  Hottest  January  to  a thrilling  close. 

Finally,  I’m  a little  sad  to  say  that  this  column 
marks  the  end  of  a long  run  for  me  here  at  DBR.  For 
the  last  six  years  or  so  I’ve  been  sending  out  my 
monthly  Stateside  report  but  the  time  has  come  to 
move  on.  I’ve  had  great  fun  babbling  on  about  people 
throwing  rocks  through  my  windows,  weather  reports 
and  my  beloved  Newcastle  United  - and  even  some  MX 
and  SX  from  time  to  time  - and  I’m  thankful  that  you’ve 
been  kind  enough  to  let  me  ramble  as  long  as  you 
have.  And  a special  thanks  goes  out  to  Sean  and  Sutty 
for  their  patience  with  my  serial  deadline  abuse. 

It’s  been  great,  everyone.  I’ll  be  seeing  you... 
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LUBED  UP! 

It’s  another  bit  of  basic  maintenance  that 
you  neglect  at  your  peril  so  take  your  lead 
from  Walker’s  World’s  easy-to-follow  oil 
service  special 

Words  by  Geoff  Walker  Photos  by  Sutty 

THE  BASIC  oil  service  is  a task  that  everyone  should  feel  comfortable 
performing  on  their  off-road  bike.  A lot  of  you  out  there  are  riding 
your  bikes  week-in  and  week-out  and  not  giving  the  internal  workings 
of  your  motors  a nice  bath  in  lovely  fresh  oil.  Go  on,  you  know  you 
want  to! 

The  motor  on  your  bike  needs  fresh  oil.  Four-strokes  in  particular 
are  really  in  need  of  constant  attention  when  it  comes  to  the  oil 
service.  There  are  so  many  moving  parts  which  require  lubrication  and 
if  there’s  no  lube  the  running  surfaces  will  ultimately  heat  up  and  fail. 

The  viscosity  of  the  oil  is  also  important.  When  motor  oil  is 
over-used  it  becomes  thin  and  its  lubricating  qualities  quickly 
disappear  which  causes  damage  to  your  motor’s  internals.  That’s  why 
the  oil  you  use  should  always  be  a racing  oil  - there  are  many  on  the 
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market  so  speak  to  your  local  dealer  as  you  need  to  be  able  to  get  your 
pinkies  on  lots  of  your  chosen  oil. 

As  most  of  you  know  I use  Motul  as  the  lube  of  choice  on  the  mag 
machines  as  I have  reassurance  from  Valentino  that  they  work  real  hard 
to  produce  some  great  oils. 

Sutt  Dawg’s  new  CRF450  has  turned  up  at  the  workshop  so  I will  use 
this  as  a demonstration  weapon.  The  Honda  causes  a little  confusion  as 
most  of  the  other  manufacturers  use  single  oil  systems  but  the  Honda 
has  two  sides  to  the  motor.  There  is  the  clutch  and  gearbox  side  and 
there  is  the  top-end  lubrication  side. 

I like  to  use  semi-synthetic  oil  in  the  gearbox  as  I’ve  found  that  the 
clutch  stays  feeling  positive  for  longer  this  way.  In  the  top  half  of  the 
motor  I like  to  use  a fully  synthetic  oil  - Motul  300V  5/40wt  racing 
four-stroke  oil  actually  showed  an  increase  in  power  on  a CRF250  a 
couple  of  years  ago. 

You  only  need  basic  tools  for  this  small  job  - 12mm  t-bar,  14mm  t-bar, 
oil  catcher  and  a measuring  jug. 

pic:  1 Obviously  the  Dawg  machine  is  brand  new  so  it’s  sparkly.  Try  to 


make  sure  your  own  bike  is  equally  clean  all  around  the  motor  before  you 
start  the  task. 

pic:2,2a,2b,2c  Remove  both  oil  filler  caps  and  locate  both  the  drain  bolts 
on  the  motor.  On  a CRF250  the  one  on  the  left  is  the  drain  for  the  clutch 
and  gearbox  and  the  one  on  the  bottom  of  the  motor  is  for  the  top  half. 
However  on  the  ’06  CRF450  both  drain  bolts  are  situated  on  the  left.  The 
higher  bolt  is  for  the  engine  oil  and  the  lower  is  for  the  gearbox. 

Whip  the  puppy  off  the  stand  and  onto  a side  stand  at  this  point.  If 
you  have  one  oil  catcher  then  drain  one  side  at  a time  or  if  you  have  two 
catchers  - or  one  big  unit  - then  you  can  drain  both. 

Always  drain  the  main  body  of  oil  from  each  side  of  the  motor  one  at 
a time  to  start  with  as  you  should  look  at  the  oil  closely  for  any  metal 
fragments  draining  from  the  motor.  If  you  see  any  metal  then  get  down  to 
your  dealer  - you’ve  got  other  troubles! 

If  the  engine  oil  is  looking  okay  then  drain  the  gearbox  oil,  again 
check  this  for  foreign  bodies  as  it  starts  to  drain. 

pic:3  With  both  sides  now  draining  together  you  can  hurry  the  job  up  a 
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little  by  slowly  rocking  the  bike  from  side  to  side.  This  will  free  most  of  the 
oil  in  the  motor.  If  you  are  not  in  a great  hurry  at  this  stage  then  you  are 
best  to  leave  the  motor  to  drain  overnight  or  do  some  strength  increasing 
exercises  such  as  sit-ups.  If  you’re  in  a hurry  to  get  the  job  done  then 
make  sure  your  bike  is  inside  in  a warm  environment  so  the  oil  is  at  a 
good  temp  to  drain. 

pic:4  When  you’re  sure  there  is  as  much  oil  drained  from  the  motor  as 
you’re  going  to  get  then  you  should  clean  and  carefully  replace  the  drain 
bolts  making  sure  the  sealing  washers  are  in  good  condition.  If  they  are 
too  ‘squeezed  out’  they’ll  not  provide  an  efficient  seal  and  you  will  have  a 
leak.  Replace  these  washers  around  every  fourth  oil  change.  Torque  the 
bolts  up. 


pic:5  Measure  your  engine  oil  to  the  specified  level  of  660ml  in  your 
jug  and  slowly  pour  into  the  left  side  filler.  That  is  left  as  you  would  sit 
on  the  bike. 

pic:6  Measure  your  gearbox  oil  to  the  specified  level  of  670ml  in  your 
cleaned  out  jug  and  slowly  pour  into  the  right  side  filler.  That  is  right  as 
you  would  sit  on  the  bike.  Put  the  filler  caps  back  into  place  and  there 
you  have  it  - a Honda  oil  change. 

I would  recommend  that  every  time  you  ride  you  change  the  gearbox 
oil  and  every  two  or  three  rides  you  change  the  engine  oil.  The  oil  filter 
should  be  renewed  every  second  engine  oil  change  to  keep  everything 
all  twinkly  sparkly! 
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The  Tech  10  unique  design  takes  the  heavy  stitching  and  added 
layer  construction  of  the  traditional  motocross  boot  and  replaces 
it  with  a one-piece,  four-density,  engineered  low-profile  bottom. 

Rider  benefits:  Dedicated  protdK'^VMMMf^eh^  are$£  oT 
the  foot  with  differentia«||^K[i^HpF|^^f^ioR^ll^1jnd 
thefootm  y^ic^'^SJlSi 


ALPINESTARS  PROTECTS 


ALPINESTARS.COM/TECH10 


I DON’T  know  about  the  name  but  the  Birf  Bang  fiour  taster  is  worth 
more  than  its  weight  in  gold.  This  little  black  box  will  m^^tetur  life  - and 
the  life  of  your  pride  and  joy  - much  better.  This  sinrfute  uriitjmows  when 
your  bike  is  running  and  counts  up  the  time.  Superb! 

I really  cannot  big  this  little  unit  up  enough.  Most  peopl^tiave  no  idea 
how  long  their  bike  has  been  abused  for  between  services.  This  puppy 
will  take  the  strain  of  the  time-keeping  so  you  can  make  sure  you  keep 
up  with  your  bike’s  service  schedule  which  should  make  it  a little  more 
sellable  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Sutt  Dawg  CRF  is  the  first  to  have  the  meter  fitted  as  I have 
to  keep  an  eye  on  him.  Sutton  is  fearless  when  it  comes  to  the 
destruction  test.  He  also  needs  to  ride  a little  more  to  get  rid  of  his 
ever  increasing  waistline! 


pic:2  Hold  the  unit  in  place  and  mark  where  you  are  going  to  mount  it. 


pic:3  Press  the  pick-up  wire  into  place  so  it  is  heading  in  the  direction  of 
the  HT  (plug)  lead.  I used  a small,  blunt  screwdriver  for  this  job  as  you 
mustn’t  damage  the  wire. 


pic:4  With  the  unit  and  the  frame  warmed  up  stick  one  side  of  the 
double-sided  sticky  pad  onto  the  back  of  the  unit  before  fitting  it  firmly 
into  place.  I used  a bit  more  gentle  heat  at  this  stage  to  make  sure  the 
unit  was  well  stuck. 


pic:5  With  the  unit  stuck  like  ***t  to  a blanket  you  can  begin  to  feed  the 
pick  up  wire  towards  the  HT  lead.  Make  sure  the  wire  is  running  in  a 
neat  fashion  as  you  don’t  want  it  rubbing  through  as  time  goes  on. 


pic:1  This  small  wonder  is  really  easy  to  fit.  It  will  only  take  you  a few 
minutes  and  should  stay  fixed  in  place  as  long  as  you’re  careful  to  fit  it 
correctly  at  the  beginning.  You  must  make  sure  the  area  you  choose  to 
stick  the  meter  is  flat,  free  from  all  crud  and  nice  and  warm.  Use  some 
brake  or  carb  cleaner  and  a clean  cloth  to  totally  clean  the  fitting  surface 
and  the  back  of  the  unit. 


pic:6  Wrap  the  pick-up  wire  around  the  HT  lead  three  times  and  fix  to 
itself  before  trimming  the  excess  wire. 


pic:7  There  you  go  - your  hour  meter  is  ready  to  rock  and  roll.  So  Sutty, 
exactly  how  long  will  you  leave  it  between  piston  changes? 
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With  a factory  ride  for  ’06,  South  African 
showboater  Wyatt  Avis  is  aiming  to  convert 
his  spectacular  style  into  GP  points 


Words  and  photos  by  Alex  Hodgkinson 


HE’S  THE  GP  king  of  whip  but  Wyatt  Avis  has  to  do  that.  And  my  dad  thought  it  was  cool  too  Grant  was  gone.  I won  pretty  much  everything 

faced  a stony  road  to  stardom  since  coming  to  and  didn’t  try  to  stop  me.”  there  was  to  win  back  home  in  SA  then.  I could 

Europe  six  years  ago.  Saying  that,  the  reward  Wyatt’s  affection  for  acrobatics  has  not  have  had  the  best  deals  there  but  the  challenge 

for  the  21 -year-old’s  persistence  is  an  MX1  ride  brought  universal  acclaim.  “A  lot  of  people  don’t  was  gone.  I suppose  I could  have  gone  to  road 

with  Sarholz  KTM  - Mattighofen’s  official  GP  like  to  see  a racer  do  a whip,  they  think  it’s  just  racing  but  that’s  not  my  scene, 

junior  squad  - and  a full-factory  bike,  Ben  for  freestylers.  But  if  a rider  feels  comfortable  “So  halfway  through  2000  I came  here  on  a 

Townley’s  ’05er!  on  a jump  then  why  not?  You’re  not  going  to  do  test  for  Sanstra  Suzuki,  a Dutch  team.  They 

Wyatt’s  career  has  never  been  lacking  in  top  it  unless  you  feel  right.  People  who  know  me  were  looking  for  a rider  and  Grant  told  them  to 

class  opposition,  right  from  his  early  days  in  the  better  know  that  if  I’m  playing  around  on  a bike  give  me  a call.” 

SA  youth  scene.  “I  come  from  a place  called  and  doing  tricks  in  practice  then  I’m  in  a good  Wyatt  had  arrived  in  Europe  but  life  has  not 

Pinetown  - a suburb  of  Durban  - and  I grew  up  mood.  It  helps  me  feel  more  fluid  on  the  bike.  always  been  easy.  “I  didn’t  get  to  ride  so  many 

racing  locally  every  week  with  Grant  Langston  I just  love  it.  times  that  first  year.  I was  entered  for  all  of  the 

and  Jarrett  De  Jager.  And  there  were  other  fast  “I  did  a little  bit  of  freestyle  at  the  start  of  Dutch  championship  races  but  the  clearance 

kids  who’ve  never  been  to  Europe  like  Ryan  2003  but  that  wasn’t  me.  They  are  true  from  the  SA  federation  only  came  through  in 

Williams  and  John  Whiting.  specialists  now.  I just  like  to  have  fun  and  I time  for  one  race.  And  I only  got  to  race  three 

“I  was  always  behind  them  when  I was  know  where  my  limits  are.  It’s  sad  to  see  so  GPs.  There  were  others  like  Grobbendonk  and 

younger  because  they  were  all  one  year  older  many  riders  nowadays  winning  races  and  doing  Luxembourg  but  they  were  triple-headers  and 

and  that  makes  a difference  at  that  age.  I used  nothing.  Okay  there’s  a lot  of  money  in  it  but  you  had  to  get  invited, 

to  live  about  half-a-mile  away  from  Grant  and  they  jump  dead  straight,  no  mistakes.  You  know,  “The  whole  team  switched  to  Yamaha  the 

we  used  to  go  training  together  all  the  time.”  the  crowd  come  to  see  the  racing  but  they  next  year  but  they  were  already  running  out  of 

Wyatt  doesn’t  come  from  a biking  family  but  want  to  see  some  action  too  and  they  really  money  halfway  through  the  year.  Fortunately  for 

they  were  soon  hooked.  “I  just  went  crazy  for  a appreciate  it  when  the  riders  put  on  a little  bit  me  Boonenberg  Motors,  who  were  backing 

bike  the  first  time  I saw  one.  We  didn’t  even  of  a show.  Kevin  Strijbos,  were  also  one  of  the  sponsors  of 

know  about  racing  then  but  my  dad  bought  me  “People  criticise  Travis  Pastrana  for  all  of  the  the  team  and  when  Sanstra  folded  I got  to  ride 

my  first  bike  when  I was  four  and  a little  time  tricks  that  he  does  but  he  learns  bike  control  for  them.  They  let  me  go  to  the  Europeans 

later  he  was  driving  through  town  and  saw  bikes  while  he’s  doing  it  - if  you  know  how  it  is  to  with  Kevin. 

racing  and  we  took  it  from  there.  I had  my  first  flip  or  do  a 360  it  becomes  second  nature  to  “That  first  year  it  was  just  a mission  to 

race  at  five.”  be  able  to  save  it  if  you  get  out  of  shape  qualify  but  I learnt  a lot.  The  speed  is  not  a lot 

And  it  wasn’t  too  much  later  that  show  during  a race.”  lower  than  the  GPs,  just  enough  that  the  guys 

became  as  important  as  speed.  “I  had  just  So  how  come  Wyatt  decided  to  cross  the  who  are  30th  in  the  world  will  be  racing  for  the 

moved  onto  65cc  and  we  went  to  watch  a pro  Equator  in  Y2K?  “I  came  to  Europe  looking  for  win.  But  you  learn  how  to  qualify  and  you  get  to 

supercross  and  I saw  Jeff  Hodson  do  a whip  on  prestige.  Once  I got  to  16  that  year  age  ride  with  a lot  of  different  guys  with  different 

a tabletop.  I was  hooked.  I had  to  figure  out  how  difference  didn’t  mean  anything  anymore  and  styles  and  different  strengths.  Everybody  at  ^ 
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that  level  is  best  at  home  and  to  beat  guys 
of  your  age  on  their  tracks  is  definitely  a real 
learning  process.” 

For  ’02  Wyatt  was  back  on  Suzuki  but  still 
with  Boonenberg.  “Our  plan  was  to  do  the 
Dutch  and  the  Europeans  and  just  take  in  the 
GPs  if  we  got  a chance.” 

But  then  he  got  hurt  mid-season.  “It  was  one 
week  before  the  final  round  of  the  European 
championship  in  the  Ukraine  I was  leading  the 
series  and  only  needed  one  fifth  place  to  be 
champion  but  we  went  practising,  I crashed 
and  blew  out  my  right  knee  and  Luca  Cherubini 
got  the  title. 

“Initially  the  doctor  said  I would  never  ride 
again  and  it  would  be  six  months  before  I could 
even  think  about  moving  around  normally.  The 
medial  bands,  the  crossbands,  they  were  all 
wrecked.  And  I’ve  got  two  screws  in  the  top  of 
my  knee  to  hold  the  knee  cap  in  place  because 
I broke  that  too. 

“But  after  three  months  I was  already  back 
on  a bike.  The  doctor  said  he  couldn’t  explain  it 
but  he  gave  me  the  OK.  I trained  for  three 
weeks  and  came  back  with  two-times  top  15 
in  the  Dutch  championship  and  a few  weeks 
later  I qualified  for  the  last  GP  and  even 


scored  a few  points.” 

The  ’03  season  started  off  on  Kawasaki  with 
Satellite  Racing  Team.  “Glen  Dempsey  had  set 
it  up  with  me  and  Jarrett  De  Jager.  We  were 
supposed  to  get  factory  support  from  Jan  De 
Groot  and  the  suspension  Maschio  had  used 
the  year  before.  Everything  seemed  fine  until 
the  first  Dutch  race  but  I crashed  and  hurt  my 
other  knee.  I tore  the  medial  band  on  the  inside 
of  the  knee  and  with  the  pressure  of  the  brace 
every  time  I pressed  against  the  bike  I just 
couldn’t  ride. 

“We  tried  to  race  in  Spain  but  it  was  no 
good  so  we  decided  to  give  it  four  weeks  to 
heal  up.  I only  started  riding  again  just  before 
Valkenswaard  but  I only  rode  there  because  the 
team  asked  me  to.  I wasn’t  ready,  I didn’t  qualify 
and  the  team  just  folded. 

“I’m  sure  Glen  set  up  the  team  with  all  the 
best  intentions  but  the  concrete  support  was 
just  never  there.  He  knew  Jarrett  and  me  were 
good  riders,  was  expecting  good  results  and 
was  expecting  the  sponsors  to  start  coming  in. 
But  you  can’t  base  an  entire  GP  season  on 
hope.  It  was  only  the  end  of  April,  beginning  of 
May  and  the  money  wasn’t  there.  The  team 
was  never  going  to  last  the  whole  season  - we 


were  already  running  second-hand  pistons  in 
the  race  bikes. 

“Looking  back  on  it  everyone  else  in  the 
paddock  clearly  knew  long  before  me  that  all 
was  not  well.  Theo  Eggens  had  already 
approached  me  weeks  before  and  made  me  an 
offer.  I didn’t  know  what  was  happening,  I just 
said  ‘I’m  riding  for  this  team,  I can’t  just  up  and 
quit’  but  he  answered  just  to  keep  thinking 
about  the  offer  and  to  give  him  a call  if  I wanted 
to  switch  teams.” 

Wyatt  salvaged  23rd  in  the  world  but  didn’t 
have  a ride  for  ’04  until  he  got  back  in  January. 

“I  have  to  be  grateful  that  I had  a ride  at  all.  I 
even  had  a choice  of  bike  - two-stroke  or  four- 
stroke  - and  I broke  into  the  top  10  in  the  GPs 
but  that  was  a year  of  tears  with  Kurz  Suzuki. 

“I  had  a lot  of  problems  with  the  way  the 
team  was  set  up.  I blame  myself  - not  the  team 
- but  we  just  didn’t  communicate  enough  at  any 
level.  We  had  bike  problems  and  they  couldn’t 
fix  it,  or  at  any  rate  what  they  tried  didn’t  work. 
And  I never  got  my  head  clear  all  year. 

“I  qualified  12th  at  Zolder  and  twice  rode 
through  the  pack  to  eighth  after  crashes  but 
then  I couldn’t  start  the  bike  after  the  second 
time  and  after  that  it  just  went  downhill. 
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“The  next  race  I didn’t  qualify  and  it  just 
blew  me  away,  then  in  Portugal  we  blew  four 
ignitions  during  the  training.  I was  training  in  the 
week  on  a two-stroke  and  racing  a four-stroke.  I 
needed  time  to  get  my  head  straight  - just  one 
weekend  might  have  been  enough  - but  every 
week  there  was  either  a GP  or  a German 
championship.  There  was  a race,  we  were  at  it.” 

Kosak  wanted  to  keep  Wyatt  but  he  knew  he 
had  to  get  out.  But  again  it  was  late  January 
before  he  had  a ride  for  2005.  “I  had  spoken  to 
Sarholz  before,  just  casually,  then  suddenly  at 
the  end  of  January  he  made  my  manager  a 
concrete  offer  and  I was  on  the  next  plane  back 
from  SA.  One  week  later  I broke  my  collarbone! 

“I  came  back  and  had  a brilliant  race  at  the 
first  Dutch  championship  - second  to  Sword  in 
the  first  race  - then  one  week  later  I had  a car 
crash  and  broke  my  collarbone  again.  I just 
wasn’t  fit  enough  and  hadn’t  ridden  enough 
before  Zolder,  then  in  Spain  I had  a first  moto 
10th  but  I pushed  much  too  hard  at  the  start  of 
race  two.  I was  top  five  out  of  the  gate  and 
wanted  to  stay  there  but  I wasn’t  fit  enough  yet 
to  run  that  pace  for  an  entire  moto.” 

Still,  top  10  finishes  were  a regular 
occurrence  by  mid-summer  and  on  wildly 
different  surfaces  at  Matchams,  in  France  and 
in  Sweden.  But  then  came  another  blow. 

“It  was  at  Aichwald  in  Germany,  the  race 
where  Townley  got  hurt  too,  just  one  week 
before  Sun  City.  I holeshot  the  first  two  motos 
and  was  riding  really  well  but  the  third  moto  I 
missed  the  gate  completely.  I went  off  last  and 


those  guys  back  there  brake  for  the  first  turn.  I 
don’t  know  what  they  are  thinking  because  that 
corner  is  wide  open.  I ran  straight  into  the  back 
of  them.  I put  my  knee  down  - the  bad  knee  - 
and  I heard  it  crack.  The  pain  was  unbearable. 

“I  still  had  the  speed  but  I couldn’t  last  a 
race  anymore  all  year.  It  was  my  fault.  I 
shouldn’t  have  been  riding  at  all.  My  knee 
needed  time  off  but  when  you  don’t  have  a 
contract  yet  for  the  next  season  you  want  to 
show  everyone  your  speed.  It  almost  backfired 
but  I can  be  thankful  that  Sarholz  knew  what  I 
am  capable  of. 

“He  didn’t  tell  me  it  was  going  to  be  KTM  but 
he  had  told  me  from  the  word  go  that  he 
wanted  me  to  go  MX1 . I didn’t  really  want  to  - I 
wasn’t  sure  if  I was  big  enough  - but  after 
riding  the  250  two-stroke  I know  it  feels  good.  I 
only  got  to  ride  the  450  once  so  far,  a 
production  bike,  for  15  minutes.  Within  that 
quarter-of-an-hour  all  of  my  apprehensions 
were  gone.  I get  to  the  BT  bike  just  before 
Mantova  and  I can’t  wait. 

“There  are  no  excuses  now.  Ken  De 
Dycker’s  ’04  mechanic  Eddie  is  working  for  me, 

I have  a factory  bike  and  if  a race  doesn’t  work 
out  it’s  down  to  me.  The  knee  is  as  good  as  it 
will  ever  be.  The  ligaments  are  never  going  to 
be  okay  again  so  the  only  way  was  to  train  the 
muscles  around  the  knee  and  I have  been 
doing  a lot  of  training  to  make  them  stronger. 

“I’ve  had  a rough  time  these  past  five 
years  but  I’m  looking  to  show  everyone  ■ 

what  I am  capable  of  this  summer.”  I 


Soft:  stuff 

Practice  makes  perfect 

“I  used  to  hate  sand.  My  first  sand  national  in  SA  I got 
lapped  three  times  by  Grant.  When  you  come  from 
the  hardpack  in  SA  to  race  the  Dutch  in  sand  you  find 
a completely  different  riding  mentality.  They  learn 
from  an  early  age  to  keep  their  speed  up  because 
once  you  let  your  momentum  drop  it  is  hard  work  to 
build  again.  Back  home  in  SA  everything  is  so  tight, 
all  stop  and  go,  riding  inside  lines. 

“In  Holland  there  are  a few  top  guys  who  can  switch 
lines  at  will  but  most  of  the  rest  will  run  the  same  line 
until  it  is  completely  wrecked  and  only  then  will  they 
change  it.  I like  to  think  of  myself  as  an  all-rounder 
now  but  to  be  quite  honest  I now  prefer  to  ride  in 
deep  sand. 

“On  hardpack  you  can  be  riding  so  well  but  you  just 
sit  in  the  train  - in  sand  you  can  make  passes  and  be 
passed.  It  is  pure  racing.  You  can  pass  somebody 
three  times  in  one  lap  and  he  will  pass  you  back 
because  there  are  so  many  different  lines. 

That  makes  racing  fun.” 


Daddy’s  boy 

Highs  and  lows 

“My  dad  was  with  me  all  through  the  first  four  years 
but  when  I turned  18  we  didn’t  have  the  best  of 
relationships.  We  get  on  fine  again  now  and  I owe  him 
a lot.  If  it  wasn’t  for  my  dad  I wouldn’t  be  here  at  all. 

I’d  be  back  in  SA  doing  a normal  job. 

“It  was  almost  a case  of  him  caring  too  much.  He 
wanted  the  best  for  me  and  as  a kid  I used  to  listen  to 
what  he  said  and  do  it  that  way  but  when  you  get  to 
18  you  start  to  rebel  against  that.  My  dad  did  so  much 
for  me.  He  gave  up  my  sister’s  childhood,  he  gave  up 
his  business,  just  to  come  to  Europe  with  me  chasing 
a dream.  He  won’t  admit  but  I know  he  regrets 
missing  out  on  my  sister  growing  up  because  I know 
I regret  it.  ” 
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Pro  riders  need  to 
understand  the  science 
behind  training  but 
weekend  warriors  will 
benefit  as  well 


THERE’S  LIGHT  at  the  end  of  the  tunnel  at 
last!  Spring  isn’t  too  far  off  now  and  this  barren 
time  for  UK  motocross  will  soon  be  over. 

We  are  very  much  in  the  pre-season 
period  now  as  opposed  to  the  off-season 
break  and  the  various  pro  riders  I work  with  are 
disappearing  off  around  Europe  in  search  of 
sun  and  sand  (or  both)  to  ride  in,  test  new  2006 
bits  and  get  the  bike  time  and  fitness  up. 

If  you  have  been  training  regularly  over  the 
off-season  and  keeping  those  fitness  levels  up 
now’s  the  time  to  change  things  around  to  make 
the  training  much  more  motocross  specific  and 
prepare  your  body  for  the  rigours  of  racing. 

Motocross  racing  is  high-intensity  exercise 
as  we  know.  As  intensity  increases,  the 
body’s  oxygen  supply  struggles  to  keep  up 
and  continue  to  provide  oxygen  for  respiration. 
There  comes  a point  where  one  of  the 
by-products  of  energy  production  - lactic  acid  - 
cannot  be  broken  down  and  neutralized  by  the 
body  and  it  begins  to  accumulate.  Lactic  acid 
builds  up  in  the  working  muscles  making  it  a 


more  acidic  environment.  The  condition  is 
known  as  acidosis  and  it  is  experienced  as  the 
feeling  of  sore  or  ‘heavy’  muscles. 

This  obviously  affects  your  ability  to  maintain 
your  pace  and  on  the  motorbike  you  may  feel 
this  soreness  in  your  arms,  shoulders  or  legs. 
The  pace  has  to  drop  and  you  are  suddenly 
working  your  way  backwards  in  the  pack  and 
just  hanging  on  until  that  final  lap.  Acidosis  also 
affects  the  way  in  which  the  muscle  works  and 
hinders  its  contraction-relaxation  mechanism. 
This  hampers  co-ordination  capacity  and  greatly 
affects  technique  - a big  problem  in  a sport 
which  is  heavily  influenced  by  technique  and 
skill  - so  you  start  to  ride  poorly  and  get 
frustrated  at  your  mistakes. 

Fitness  training  for  motocross  is  seasonal 
and  has  different  components  depending  on  the 
rider  and  time  of  the  season.  Hopefully  you  will 
have  been  following  long  duration  and  medium 
intensity  levels  of  exercise  over  the  winter  so 
far.  This  will  have  helped  your  body  burn  fat  as 
well  as  helping  it  become  more  efficient  at 


taking  in,  transporting  and  using  oxygen  and 
started  to  change  the  make-up  of  your  muscle 
fibres  to  be  more  endurance  based. 

Now  that  we  are  only  six  to  eight  weeks 
away  from  the  start  of  competition  we  need 
to  think  about  being  in  good  condition  and 
physically  prepared  for  racing.  The  training 
done  up  to  this  point  may  not  been  seen 
as  very  ‘event  specific’  - that  is,  it 
doesn’t  necessarily  replicate  the  heart  rates 
seen  when  racing. 

Now  is  the  time  for  this! 

One  of  the  best  ways  to  train  specifically  for 
motocross  is  to  train  at  the  intensity  level  at 
which  lactic  acid  starts  to  accumulate  in  the 
muscles  and  acidosis  becomes  a limiting  factor 
in  your  riding.  This  intensity  point  is  generally 
known  as  the  ‘lactic  threshold’  level.  For  MX  this 
is  generally  the  intensity  level  at  which  you  ride 
on  the  track  at  the  start  of  the  race  - imagine 
how  much  better  your  results  would  be  if  you 
could  maintain  that  intensity  of  effort  and 
speed  all  race  long! 
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• Training  at  this  ‘threshold’  level  will  allow  your 
body  to  cope  with  the  build-up  of  lactic  acid  and 
allow  you  to  not  only  maintain  performance  and 
speed  when  it  builds  up  but  raise  the  level  of 
exercise  at  which  it  starts  to  build  up. 

• Find  your  ideal  training  range  for  this  - it  is 
usually  about  90-95  per  cent  of  your  maximum 
heart  rate  or  the  equivalent  level  of  exercise 
that  you  can  just  sustain  for  four  to  five  minutes. 
These  five  minutes  of  very  hard  exercise  forms 
one  ‘bout’  of  exercise  and  after  a rest  interval  is 
repeated  four  to  six  times.  This  level  of  exercise 
will  be  higher  than  race  levels  if  you  can  only 
just  sustain  it  for  five  minutes  in  one  go  and  will 
allow  you  to  up  your  ‘ceiling’  and  go  harder  for 
longer  on  the  bike. 

• You  can  use  any  piece  of  equipment  to  train 
in  this  way  - cycling,  running  or  rowing 
machines  are  ideal.  Aim  to  lift  your  exercise 
level  right  up  and  keep  it  steady  - using  a heart 
rate  monitor  is  very  useful  for  this  and  you  will 
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The  build-up  of  lactic  acid  in 
your  muscles  will  add  seconds  to 
your  lap  times  - unless  you  tailor 
your  training  to  deal  with  it 
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soon  learn  the  range  which  you  can  maintain 
for  this  duration.  You  can  set  a distance  on  the 
rower  or  a level/gear  on  the  bike  and  maintain  a 
set  rpm  for  the  duration  of  the  bout. 

• Two  sessions  a week  of  this  high  intensity 
training  are  ideal.  Any  more  and  you  won’t 
recover  sufficiently  between  training  sessions. 
Include  one  long  steady  cardio  session  and/or  a 
weights  training  session  into  your  week  too  to 
give  a good  pre-season  training  routine. 

• High  intensity  exercise  can  be  made  more  fun 
if  there  are  a couple  of  you.  Racing  a friend  of 
similar  fitness  to  a set  point  - up  a hill,  through 
a park,  round  a track  etc  - will  help  you  get  the 
best  from  your  training. 

• Don’t  forget  that  this  kind  of  training  will  also 
help  your  recovery  rates.  This  kind  of  training 
will  help  you  to  go  into  the  second  (or  third) 
race  fresher  than  before.  Lactic  acid  build-up 
has  a negative  effect  on  muscle  movements.  It 


has  been  shown  that  low  intensity  exercise 
following  hard  efforts  helps  reduce  acidosis 
much  quicker  than  just  stopping  altogether. 
Therefore  in  the  rest  interval  walk,  cycle  slowly 
or  perform  the  activity  at  a snail’s  pace.  Now 
you  know  why  some  pro  riders  are  straight  onto 
the  stationary  bike  in  the  awning  after  a race. 

Hard  efforts  that  lift  your  heart  rates  right  up 
are  the  name  of  the  game  now  - but  only  if  you 
have  been  training  up  to  this  point.  If  you 
haven’t  you  won’t  be  able  to  just  jump  straight 
into  this  kind  of  training. 

These  efforts  will  be  best  in  getting  you  all 
set  for  racing  and  help  you  push  your  riding 
levels,  have  more  concentration  and  fun  on  the 
bike  and  enjoy  the  riding  and  racing  more  than 
just  hanging  on  after  five  minutes! 

Including  other  forms  of  training  such  as 
strength  training  and  core  work  are  also 
important  so  try  to  put  together  a balanced 
plan  with  the  help  of  a trainer  or  through  ■ 
good  understanding  of  your  needs.  I 
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Snow  biz! 

It’s  all  about  who’s  got  the  most  bad-ass  flip  up 
their  sleeve  as  Winter  X goes  off  in  Aspen 

Photos  by  Paul  Buckley 


t 

Mike  Metzger  flips 
out  in  practice... 


...then  throws  out  an 
old-school  Indian  Air 
seat-grab  in  the  prelims 


YOU’D  HAVE  never  guessed  that  too  much 
snow  would  be  a problem  at  Winter  X but  a 
fresh  fall  of  eight  inches  of  powder  causes  no 
end  of  difficulties  for  the  men  and  machines  of 
the  games’  Moto  X Best  Trick  comp. 

Snow  starts  falling  just  before  Saturday 
night’s  prelims  and  even  though  thousands  of 
FMX  fans  are  lining  the  fences  - and  millions 
more  are  watching  live  internet  feeds  - the 
riders  stand  together  and  wisely  decide  not  to 
jump  on  the  grounds  of  safety 

The  snow’s  still  falling  early  on  Sunday 
morning  as  a mini-blizzard  engulfs  the  town  but 
by  noon  the  skies  are  clear  and  the  Aspen 
airspace  is  finally  ready  to  be  invaded  by  10  of 
the  world’s  finest  freestylers. 

The  prelims  shakedown  the  field  from  10  to 
five  riders  and  it  seems  that  if  you  ain’t  got  a 
good  flip  variation  you  ain’t  going  through  to  the 
finals.  It’s  Swiss  whizz-kid  Mat  Rebaud  who 
kicks  American  ass  in  the  qualifying  round  as 
his  inverted  saran-wrap  out-points  Ronnie  ‘Kung 
Fu’  Faisst,  Brian  ‘Boner  Skalansky’  Deegan, 
Jeremy  ‘Twitch’  Stenberg  and  pre-event 
favourite  Nate  The  Destroyer’  Adams  who 
doesn’t  seem  too  phased.  “You  want  to  save 
something  for  the  final  but  you  can’t  get 
knocked  out  - you  just  have  to  find  a 
happy  medium.” 

Someone  who’s  not  found  a happy  medium 
is  Mike  Metzger  who’s  making  his  debut  on  the 
Monster  Energy  Kawasaki.  Metz’s  tweaked-out, 
no-foot  to  one-hander-lander  flip  is  judged  to  be 


two  tenths  of  a point  short  of  a qualifying  score 
and  Metz  is  out.  He’s  not  shy  about  expressing 
his  displeasure  either  as  he  trashes  a chair  then 
verbally  trashes  the  judges,  the  Mulisha  and 
anyone  else  he  can  think  to  blame. 

By  the  time  Metz  has  calmed  down  the  sun 
has  set  and  the  floodlights  have  been  lit  ready 
for  the  five-man  final  which  will  see  10  different 
back-flip  variations  all  over  the  90-foot  gap  - 
can  anyone  remember  when  freestyle 
motocross  was  actually  about  individualism  and 
not  just  who  can  pull  the  best  flip? 

Anyhoo,  it’s  Faisst  who  breaks  the  ice  by 
running  first  and  safely  executing  a one-handed 
back-flip  to  one-handed  side-saddle  landing  for 
a score  of  90.6  which  will  be  good  for  the 
bronze  medal  position. 

Rebaud’s  saran-flip  with  no-hander-lander  is 
good  enough  for  the  silver.  Mat  seems  more 
nervous  about  getting  his  English  language 
skills  right  than  he  is  about  pulling  off  his 
bad-ass  mid-air  manoeuvre  and  the  X-Games 
newbie  must  definitely  be  considered  a threat  to 
take  gold  at  this  summer’s  back-flip  games. 

The  big  winner  on  the  night  is  Jeremy 
Stenberg  who  brings  a new  flip-trick  to  the  party 
and  goes  home  wearing  the  gold  medal. 

Twitch’s  no-handed  back-flip  to  can-can  and 
side-saddle  landing  easily  out-points  even 
Rebaud’s  best  efforts.  “I’ve  been  working  on  the 
trick  for  the  past  month,”  confesses  Twitch. 

“I  didn’t  know  if  it  would  work  in  competition  ■ 
so  I was  pumped  that  it  all  came  together.” 


Mat  Rebaud  takes  a 
surprise  silver 
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winter  x games 


Check  out  Twitch’s  feet 
hooked  under  the 
footpegs  to  stop  him 
going  into  freefall! 


A 


Winter  X-Games 

Results  - Moto  X Big  Air 


1 Jeremy  Stenberg 

2 Mat  Rebaud 

3 Ronnie  Faisst 

4 Nate  Adams 

5 Brian  Deegan 


(Yamaha) 

93.01 

(KTM) 

92.40 

(Honda) 

90.60 

(Yamaha) 

90.40 

(Honda) 

88.00 
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...I  tell  thee!  Spanish  19-year-old 
wildcard  Antonio  Bou  pulls  off  a 
surprise  win  in  Sheffield  as  the 
WITC  kicks  off 

Words  and  photos  by  Sutty 

“WHERE’S  DOUGIE  Lampkin?”  yells  a joker 
from  the  darkness  of  the  cheap  seats  as  the 
final  of  this  year’s  Sheffield  Indoor  Trial  is  about 
to  commence.  The  question  raises  a laugh  from 
those  members  of  the  massive  crowd  who  are 
within  earshot  but  the  situation’s  really  not  that 
funny  as  for  the  sec<*d  year  in  a row  Dougie  - 
the  hero  of  the  Sheffield  crowd  - has  failed  to 
make  the  cut. 

In  fact  it’s  a pretty  disappointing  night  all 
round  for  the  British  boys.  Shaun  Morris  draws 
the  short  straw  and  has  to  ride  first  in 
qualification  which  is  always  a disadvantage. 
The  Lancastrian  has  a good  crack  at  each  and 
every  section  but  aside  from  cleaning  section 
seven  he  fails  to  make  the  end  cards  on  all 
occasions  and  picks  up  an  extra  four  on  time. 

Junior  world  champ  James  Dabill  and  his 
reet  Bobby  Dazzler  haircut  fare  little  better.  The 
Leeds-based  Beta  rider  bests  Shaun’s  rides  in 
sections  three  and  six  but  James  fives  in  seven 
where  Morris  went  clean  then  picks  up  two 
extra  on  time. 

With  Morris  eighth  and  Dabill  seventh  it’s 
Lampkin  who  makes  it  a British  1-2-3  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  finishing  order  - although  he 
loses  less  than  iftlf  the  marks  of  Dabill. 

Dougie  starts  off  well  with  a single  dab  lost 
in  section  one  followed  by  a five  on  the  rocks. 

He  cleans  three  but  a big  five  in  section  four 
damages  more  than  Dougie’s  scorecard.  “The 
crash  I had  at  the  end  of  the  white  box  section 
unfortunately  damaged  the  bike  which  I was 
unaware  of  at  the  time,”  reckons  Dougie. 
“Although  I cleaned  the  next  section  I knew 
there  was  something  wrong  but  I didn’t  have 
time  to  check  it  properly.  This  proved  to  be  a big 
mistake  as  the  oil  that  was  leaking  from  the 
cracked  crankcase  cover  ended  up  on  my  back 
tyre  and  caused  me  to  five  the  logs  without 
even  really  getting  into  the  hazard.” 

After  a quick  change  of  bike  Dougie 
rushes  through  the  skips  for  a single  dab  lost 
then  quickly  cleans  the  waterfall,  ending  his 
lap  with  just  two  seconds  to  spare  for  a total 
score  of  17. 

Going  one  mark  better  in  the  qualifying 
rounds  is  Douglas’  team-mate  Takahisa 
Fujinami.  Fujigas  seems  to  be  riding  well  but  a 
pair  of  fives  in  sections  three  and  four,  then  a 
messy  three  in  six  all  but  kill  the  Japanese 
rider’s  chance  of  making  the  three-man  final. 

Sherco’s  Albert  Cabestany  finishes  fourth  on 
the  night  and  misses  out  on  the  final  by  the 
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Sheffield  trial 
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...and  so  does  his  HRC 
Montesa  team-mate 
Dougie  Lampkin 


narrowest  of  margins.  A five  on  the  opener 
followed  by  a dab  on  the  rocks  then  another 
failure  in  section  three  makes  it  look  like  the 
Spaniard  is  in  for  a long,  hard  night  but  Albert 
pulls  himself  together  and  goes  clean  - except 
for  a single  prod  in  section  six  - for  the  rest  of 
the  round. 

Jeroni  Fajardo  finishes  third  in  the  qualifying 
round  on  his  Gas  Gas.  The  Spaniard  starts  in  a 
similar  fashion  to  Fujigas  by  going  1 -0-5-5  in 
the  first  four  sections  but  from  there  Fajardo 
stays  clean  which  is  good  enough  to  give 
Jeroni  the  final  spot  in  tonight’s  final. 

Second  is  defending  world  champ  Adam 
Raga.  Raga  digs  deep  and  gets  through  the 
eight  sections  and  dual  lane  race  for  just  seven 
marks  lost  but  the  real  sensation  of  the 
qualifiers  is  his  teenage  countryman  Antonio 
Bou  on  the  Beta. 

Bou  loses  two  marks  in  section  one  then 
cleans  the  next  couple  before  dropping  another 
dab  each  on  the  boxes  and  waterfall  sections. 

He  picks  up  a mark  on  time  and  another  when 
Raga  beats  him  in  the  dual  lane  race  but 
Antonio  knows  he  has  nothing  to  gain  by  racing 
Adam  and  lets  him  go  safe  in  the  knowledge 
that  victory  in  the  heats  is  secure. 

But  for  the  final  - which  for  all  purposes 
may  as  well  be  a Spanish  championship  round 
- all  the  scores  are  reset.  It’s  Fajardo  who’ll 
have  to  tackle  each  hazard  first  while  Raga  and 
Bou  watch  intently  and  try  and  figure  out  the 
best  way  through. 

It  all  starts  badly  for  Fajardo  who  claims 
he’s  blinded  by  the  search  lights  as  he  crests 
the  summit  of  section  one  and  picks  up  a five 
as  his  eyes  try  and  adjust  to  the  pitch  black  of 
the  other  side.  Raga  makes  it  through  clean 
while  Bou  gets  in  a little  trouble  but  manages  to 
foot  his  way  out  for  a two. 

Section  two  is  a bogey  section  for  everyone 
as  they  each  pick  up  five  while  the  two  Gas 
Gas  team-mates  clean  three  with  Bou  dropping 
one.  Section  four  sees  Fajardo  five  while  t’other 
two  go  clean  meaning  the  scores  before  the 
dual  lane  races  are  Fajardo  on  15,  Bou  on 
eight  and  Raga  on  five. 
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A schoolboy  error  costs 
Adam  Raga  the  win 
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Knighter’s  all  smiles  at 
the  start  of  the  race 


Captain  Caveman 
Rob  Warner  tops  the 
Expert  class 


Headlight  problems 
slow  Si  Wakely  in 
the  final  hour 


WHEN  THE  going  gets  tough,  David  Knight 
gets  going.  And  at  The  KTM  Tough  One  ’06 
that’s  exactly  what  the  reigning  Enduro  3 world 
champion  does  as  he  blasts  to  a convincing  win 
after  making  the  gruelling  Nantmawr  Quarry 
circuit  look  easy 

Claiming  a convincing  win  despite  being 
handicapped  at  the  start  of  the  event  and 
made  to  run  up  a steep  climb  before  getting 
on  his  bike,  Knighter  needs  no  time  at  all  to 
catch  up  with  his  premier  class  rivals  and  once 
again  proves  just  how  dominant  he  is  in 
extreme  events. 

“That  was  one  of  the  most  enjoyable  races 
I’ve  had  in  a long  time,”  reckons  Knight  at  the 
end  of  what  was  a two-hour  ordeal  for  most 
riders.  “I’ve  competed  in  the  dark  several  times 
but  never  raced  against  other  riders.  It  is 
completely  different  but  great  fun.  I was  able  to 
catch  and  pass  quite  a few  of  the  premier  class 
riders  that  were  stuck  on  the  log  and  rock 
sections  early  on  lap  one,  then  I just  got  my 
head  down  to  try  and  catch  Paul  and  Wayne.” 

With  Fast  Eddy  getting  the  jump  from  the 
drop  of  the  flag  he  and  fellow  Honda  rider 
Wayne  Braybrook  open  up  an  early  lead  with 
Edmondson  ahead  at  the  end  of  the  first  lap  to 
claim  £250.  Soon  after  Wayne  hits  the  front 
before  a mistake  sees  him  back  in  second  with 
Knighter  fast  approaching. 

Needing  just  over  half-an-hour  to  take  the 
lead,  Knighter  soon  starts  to  open  up  a lead 
and  as  the  race  reaches  the  halfway  point  the 
rider  many  thought  would  push  him  the  hardest 
calls  it  a day  and  heads  back  to  his  van. 

“I  messed  up  one  hill  three  times,”  explains 
Paul  Edmondson.  “The  first  time  I just  didn’t  get 
the  right  line,  the  second  time  I was  in  too  much 
of  a hurry  and  the  third  time,  well,  I ended 
underneath  my  bike  and  decided  enough 
was  enough.” 

With  Edmondson’s  withdrawal  showing  just 
how  hard  the  race  is,  Knight  starts  to  lap  his 
way  through  the  premier  class  before  claiming 
the  chequered  flag  and  two  cheques  - one  for 
£500  for  leading  at  the  one-hour  mark  and 
another  for  £1000  for  topping  the  race. 

“Winning  the  race  is  obviously  what  I came 
to  do  but  it’s  a great  way  of  starting  the  new 
season.  I honestly  thought  it  would  take  longer 
to  catch  the  leaders  from  the  start  than  it  did. 

The  race  was  spot  on.” 

Displaying  the  very  same  skills  that  earned 
him  a runner-up  finish  to  Knighter  at  the  ’05 
running  of  the  Hell’s  Gate  race  in  Italy,  Wayne 
again  places  second  to  DK  having  ridden  a 
determined  race. 

“It  all  went  really  well  for  me.  I started  well, 
passed  Paul  but  then  made  a small  mistake  in 
the  rocks.  There  was  no  way  I was  going  to 
compete  with  David  but  I’m  well  chuffed  with 
second  and  to  have  got  onto  the  podium  on  my 
little  four-stroke.” 

Third  after  struggling  to  get  into  his  stride  at 
the  start  of  the  race  is  TM-mounted  Scot  Euan 
McConnell.  Crashing  several  times  in  the  first 
hour,  the  tall  WEC  regular  steps  up  a gear  as 
darkness  falls  to  make  it  onto  the  final  step  of 
the  rostrum. 

“Finishing  on  the  podium  first  time  out  on  the 
TM  is  great,”  explains  Euan.  “I  rode  badly  in  the 
first  hour  but  then  much  better  in  the  second.  I 
really  enjoyed  the  event  - it  was  great  to  have  a 
really  tough  race.” 

Missing  the  podium  by  one  spot  is  reigning 
British  trials  champ  Graham  Jarvis  aboard  his 
Sherco.  Another  rider  to  start  slowly  before 
working  his  way  through  the  pack  and  on  to  a 
strong  finish,  Graham  impresses  many  by 
making  light  work  of  even  the  nastiest  of 
rock  sections. 

“I  pretty  much  did  my  own  thing  during  the 
race  and  didn’t  really  have  any  battles  with 
anyone.  I made  things  hard  for  myself 
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Wayne  Braybrook 
goes  great  guns  on 
the  baby  thumper 


There’s  no  stopping 
Knighter  at  Nantmawr 
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because  I got  a bad  start  but  after  that  I 
managed  to  stay  out  of  trouble  and  really 
started  to  enjoy  the  race  once  I’d  relaxed.” 

At  the  head  of  the  Expert  race,  former 
national  downhill  mountain  bike  star  Rob 
Warner  claims  £500  for  making  it  home  ahead 
of  his  rivals  and  is  joined  on  the  podium  by 
talented  youngster  Ashley  Wood  and  his  brother 
Rich  Warner.  In  the  Clubman  class  the  fact  that 
three  riders  manage  to  get  to  the  finish  is  an 
achievement  in  itself  with  Paddy  Langan 
coming  home  first  ahead  of  Gav  Thornton  ■ 
and  Colin  McNee. 

Knight  vision 

Illuminating  the  trail 
For  an  event  like  The  KTM  Tough  One  bike  prep  is 
super  important  when  it  comes  to  finding  your  way  in 
the  dark.  In  David  Knight’s  case  that  means  fitting 
lights  to  his  300cc  KTM  that  are  so  bright  they’re 
probably  visible  from  the  moon. 

“I’ve  ridden  in  a few  events  that  run  into  the  night 
now,  ” explains  Knighter.  “Racing  in  the  Lalay  and 
Hell’s  Gate  has  taught  me  that  it  doesn’t  matter  how 
fast  you  are,  or  good  on  the  really  difficult  bits,  if  you 
can’t  see  where  you’re  going  you  aren’t  going  to  win.  ” 
With  no  fewer  than  four  lights  attached  to  the  front  of 
his  bike  as  well  as  two  more  attached  to  his  helmet, 
Knighter  makes  sure  he  can  see  exactly  where 
he’s  going. 

“I’ve  run  loads  of  different  lighting  systems  over  the 
years  but  the  one  I’m  using  now  is  the  best.  I have  an 
up-rated  three-phase  ignition  and  then  a 
regulator/ rectifier  and  use  a battery  off  a four-stroke 
KTM.  By  running  my  lights  from  the  ignition  through 
a battery  I always  get  maximum  power.  If  you  run 
lights  just  off  the  ignition  when  you  close  the  throttle 
the  lights  lose  power.  That  means  you  lose  your 
lights  on  downhills,  which  is  often  when  you  need 
them  the  most.  ” 

But  as  well  as  up-rating  his  lights  are  there  any  other 
modifications  David  makes  to  the  bikes  he  uses  in 
extreme  races?  “If  I know  the  event  is  going  to  be 
really  difficult  I’ll  have  a rope  attached  to  the  top  of 
my  fork  so  spectators  or  officials  can  easily  pull  me 
up  any  hill. 

“I  normally  run  rally  guards  just  in  case  I crash  and 
sometimes  run  a black  front  mudguard  to  stop  light 
reflecting  back  at  me.  Other  than  that  there  aren’t  too 
many  other  things  I do.  As  / normally  ride  a two-stroke 
in  indoor  and  extreme  events  because  they  are  lighter 
and  a bit  easier  to  throw  around  than  a thumper  I run 
a good  exhaust  guard  so  the  bike’s  exhaust  doesn’t 
get  smashed.  I also  run  a good  sump  guard. 

“The  most  important  thing  is  to  try  and  look  after  the 
bike.  It’s  not  always  possible  but  you  can’t  smash  into 
rocks  all  race  and  expect  not  to  run  into  problems.  If 
you  look  after  your  bike  it  will  look  after  you.” 


Results 


Close  Encounters  of 
the  Third  Kind 


Premier  class 


1 David  Knight 

2 Wayne  Braybrook 

3 Euan  McConnell 

4 Graham  Jarvis 

5 Ed  Jones 

6 Juan  Knight 

7 Jason  Thomas 

8 Mark  Jackson 

9 Daryl  Bolter 

10  Tom  Sagar 
Expert  class 


(KTM)  17  laps 
(Honda)  16  laps 
(TM)  16  laps 
(Sherco)  16  laps 
(KTM)  15  laps 
(Gas  Gas)  15  laps 
(KTM)  15  laps 
(KTM)  14  laps 
(Husqvarna)  14 
(Honda)  14  laps 


1 Rob  Warner 

2 Ashley  Woods 

3 Rich  Warner 

4 Chris  Du  stow 

5 James  Gammons 

6 Simon  Comer 

7 Steve  Dustow 

8 William  Midgley 

9 Ben  Begbie 

10  Shane  Lewis 


(Yamaha)  14  laps 
( Hond q)  13  la, 
(KTM)  13  laps 
(Honda)  13  laps 
(KTM)  12  laps 
(KTM)  12  laps 
(KTM)  12  laps 
(KTM)  12  laps 
(Gas  Gas)  12  laps 
(Gas  Gas)  12  laps 


Clubman  class 


1 Paddy  Langan 

2 Gav  Thornton 

3 Colin  McNee 


(KTM)  6 laps 
(KTM)  6 laps 
(Gas  Gas)  5 laps 


The  Dumb  One! 

It’s  tough  at  the  top  and  it’s 

NO  EASIER  FURTHER  DOWN  THE 
PECKING  ORDER  WHERE  THE  OLD 
ADAGE  ‘NO  SENSE,  NO  FEELING’ 

RINGS  TRUE  WITH  SUTTY 

Words  by  Dumb  Sutty 

There  are  certain  sounds  that  are  synonymous  with 
certain  sports  - cricket  has  leather  on  willow  and 
soccer  has  the  horrible  noise  of  breaking  beer  bottles 
crashing  down  on  away  supporters’  noggins. 

If  I had  to  choose  one  noise  to  sum  up  my  recent 
extreme  hare  scrambles  experience  it  would  have  to 
be  ‘braaaaaaaaaaaaaap... (silence). ..crack’  - that’s  the 
exact  noise  a two-stroke  KTM  makes  when  you  fire  it 
out  of  a rut  and  into  a rather  solid  tree. 

“I  think  I’ve  broken  the  light,  ” I shout  at  Jonty  Edmunds 
who  just  happens  to  appear  as  if  by  magic,  kinda  like 
the  fez-wearing  shopkeeper  out  of  Mr  Benn.  “Try 
turning  it  on,  ” comes  his  dumbass  reply.  “It  is  turned 
on...”  “Well  you’re  *****d  then  ain’t  ya!” 

Compassion  isn’t  one  of  Jonty’s  strongest  skills,  just 
like  riding  in  t’dark  with  no  lights  is  not  one  of  mine. 

All  of  which  explains  why  with  just  one  third  of  this 
year’s  KTM-sponsored  Tough  One  completed  - and 
the  darkness  setting  in  - I was,  not  to  beat  around  the 
bush,  completely  boned! 

Being  boned  was  the  last  thing  on  my  mind  as  I 
enjoyed  an  early  morning  shower  roughly  eight  hours 
before  the  Tough  One  began.  I had  a simple  plan  for 
the  day  which  consisted  of  attacking  the  course 
harder  than  last  year  and  ripping  the  ***s  out  of 
Knighter  if  he  wore  a neckerchief  again  like  last  year. 
Luckily  for  the  Manxman  his  luggage  was  too  full  with 
lights  to  fit  in  any  Fred-from-Scooby-Doo-inspired 
garments.  So  while  he  would  be  able  to  see  in  the 
darker  stages  of  the  race  he  did  run  the  risk  of  getting 
a cold  neck  - it’s  tough  at  the  top. 

I don’t  have  either  a neckerchief  or  a kazillion  lights 
with  me  or  a bike  for  that  matter  but  KTM’s  Shaun 


Sisterson  does  - have  a bike  I mean,  not  a 
neckerchief.  Shaun  (he’s  the  new  marketing  manager 
at  KTM)  has  hooked  me  up  with  a sparkly  EXC200  to 
‘test’  and  D3’s  top  dog  Julian  Stephens  does  the 
decent  thing  by  popping  in  a couple  of  mousses  and 
giving  the  bike  a good  going  over  to  make  sure 
everything  is  tickety-boo  come  the  4pm  start  time. 

I’m  a little  concerned  by  the  lack  of  lights  on  my  bike. 

I have  one  - the  stock  one  - while  Knighter  looks  like 
a mobile  disco  with  a shedload  of  high-tech  looking 
bike-mounted  ones  and  some  strapped  to  his  helmet 
for  good  measure. 

But  Lord  Jonty  of  Wales  reckons  I’ll  be  alreet  as 
fellow  EXC200-riding  off-road  legend  Ady  Smith  has 
the  same  set-up  as  me  and  he  isn’t  moaning  about 
it  so  I close  my  cakehole  and  get  kitted  up  ready 
for  the  off. 

Come  start  time  I’m  all  fired  up  and  ready  to  go.  The 
Pro  class  leaves  the  line  first  and  a minute  later  the 
Experts  and  Clubman  qualifiers  give  chase.  I fudge  my 
dead  engine  start  up  by  failing  to  fire  up  the  little  KTM 
first  kick  but  with  a little  pushing  and  shoving  and 
some  creative  line  selection  I soon  battle  my  way  up  to 
the  mid-pack  running  order  of  the  Expert  class. 

The  course  seems  to  flow  a little  better  than  last  year’s 

- except  for  the  freakin’  tyre  section  which  I still  hate 
with  a passion  but  that’s  okay  because  I know  it  hates 
me  too.  The  section  that  causes  me  most  discomfort 
is  the  row  of  four  logs  that  have  just  a little  more  than 
a bike’s  length  in-between  them. 

Now  don’t  get  me  wrong,  I usually  have  no  trouble 
passing  difficult  logs  - just  ask  Tom  Church  who’s  still 
choking  on  the  remnants  of  one  I laid  in  his  luxury  loft 
apartment’s  WC  - but  these  buggers  have  me 
stumped.  The  WOR  marshals  do  an  excellent  job 
though  and  most  laps  when  I get  stuck  straddling 
one  of  them  they  come  along  and  pull  me  off 

- nice  work  fellas! 

It’s  in  the  rock  section  that’s  just  after  the  logs  where 
I enjoy  one  of  the  most  surreal  moments  of  my 
45-minute  Tough  One  adventure. 

After  getting  stuck  between  two  boulders  the  ’toomer’s 
running  a little  on  the  warm  side  - steam’s  billowing 
out  of  the  radiator  overflow  pipe  and  I’m  desperate  to 


keep  moving  to  get  some  air  through  the  rads  to  cool 
the  puppy’s  temperature  down. 

My  way’s  blocked  by  fallen  riders  and  Honda’s  Roger 
Harvey  and  Sherco’s  Malcolm  Rathmell  just  happen  to 
be  stood  there.  Both  these  guys  have  been  good 
enough  to  lend  the  magazine  long-term  test-weapons 
this  year  and  I’m  sat  there  on  a steaming  and  battered 
looking  bike  that  was  pristine  before  I got  my  paws  on 
it  - hardly  a good  advert  for  lending  me  anything,  let 
alone  almost  five  grand’s  worth  of  machinery. 

Luckily  for  me  - and  my  future  bike  blagging 
escapades  - neither  Roger,  Male  or  Shaun  are  there 
when  the  ‘braaaaaaaaaaaaaap... (silence). ..crack’ 
incident  happens. 

Jonty  is  right  there  however  but  he  fails  to  capture  the 
moment  (freakin’  amateur)  that  more  or  less  ends  my 
2006  Tough  One  campaign. 

Even  though  I keep  pushing  on  until  darkness  falls 
and  just  beyond  - although  the  lap  I do  manage  in 
the  dark  is  quite  frankly  pants-fillingly-scary  - I park 
up  and  wait  for  the  chequers  so  I can  at  least 
claim  a finish. 

There’s  a whole  heap  of  peeps  I’d  like  to  thank  for 
helping  me  to  my  fine  25th  place  finish  at  this  year’s 
Tough  One.  First  of  all  a big  thanks  to  Stevie  Ireland 
and  the  WOR  crew  - the  Tough  One  is  one  of  the 
most  enjoyable  events  I’ve  ever  ridden  and  I’ll  be  back 
next  year,  either  racing  (if  they’ll  let  me)  or  as  a 
spectator.  It  truly  is  an  awesome  event. 

I’d  also  like  to  thank  Shaun  Sisterson  and  KTM  for  the 
loan  of  the  bike.  The  rebuild  bill  has  probably  killed 
KTM’s  marketing  budget  for  the  year  but  I can’t  say 
enough  about  how  well  the  EXC200  performs 
(although  maybe  bull-bars  on  the  headlight  would 
be  a good  idea?). 

Finally,  I’d  also  like  to  say  cheers  to  Woody  @ Smith, 
Vic  @ Motul,  MRS  for  Gaerne  boots,  Amy  for  the 
unnecessary  one-hour  finger  and  much-needed 
oatmeal/ raisin  cookie  style  sustenance, 
Freestylextreme  and  Skin  Industries,  Uncle  Jack 
Burnicle,  Jonty,  Michelin,  Julian  Stephens  and  most  of 
all  Stephen  Hawking  who  once  said  “it  is  not  clear  that 
intelligence  has  any  long-term  survival  value”. 

Here’s  to  being  dumb! 
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WITH  2000  RIDERS  AND  SIX  DAYS  OF 
RACING,  THE  MINI  OLYMPICS  IS  ABOUT 
AS  GOOD  AS  IT  GETS 

It  was  7am  on  Saturday  and  the  mist  drifted 
over  the  magnificent  Gatorback  Raceway  in 
northern  Florida.  Suddenly  the  American 
national  anthem  echoed  across  the  amazing 
setting  of  the  34th  Winter  Mini  Olympics, 
possibly  the  biggest  motocross  event  I’ve 
ever  covered! 

Around  2000  of  the  best  riders  from  the 
USA,  South  Africa,  New  Zealand,  Europe  and 
good  old  Blighty  descended  on  the  Gainesville 
circuit  to  do  battle,  supported  by  just  about 
every  major  manufacturer  and  company 
involved  in  our  amazing  industry 

Six  days  of  SX  and  MX  action  on  two 
separate  perfectly  manicured  circuits  for  a total 
of  78  races  on  each  day.  It  sounds  amazing  but 
it’s  true!  And  there  were  35  different  classes 
from  the  tiny  guys  of  the  PeeWees  up  to  the 
A class  boasting  such  stars  as  the  UK’s  Adam 
Chatfield  and  America’s  Zach  Osborne. 

I had  a phone  call  from  Richard  Clarke 
asking  if  I would  like  to  join  him  in  America  for 
the  trip  - it  was  a tough  one  but  he  twisted  my 
arm  and  off  I popped,  camera  in  one  hand  and 
pasty  in  other. 

His  son  Steven  needed  some  bits  so  after 
squeezing  two  sets  of  wheels  and  a complete 
suspension  system  into  our  already  bulging 
bags  Mr  Customs  Bloke  said  “chaps,  you’re 
overweight”!  Now  me  being  a sensitive  soul  I 
took  offence.  “Dude,  you’re  out  of  order,  I just 
like  my  food...”  He  didn’t  take  kindly  to  that  joke 
and  charged  us  around  £140  extra  each. 


After  10  hours  in  the  air  we  landed  in 
Sandford,  Florida,  to  be  greeted  by  beautiful 
sunshine  and  smiling  Yankee  faces  - I love 
America!  The  plan  was  to  meet  Steven,  his 
mum  and  Elliott  Banks  Browne  who  was  also 
racing  at  the  event  at  the  track  the  next  day  but 
we  got  itchy  feet  and  decided  to  drive  to  MTF  in 
Georgia  and  meet  them  there. 

MTF  has  turned  into  a winter  training  ground 
for  all  the  top  English  riders  - not  only  Clarkey 
and  Elliott  but  Scott  Probert,  Lewis  Hall  and 
Jackson  Evans  were  all  waiting  to  greet  us  on 
our  arrival.  It  was  like  being  back  home. 

After  packing  up  the  truck  and  getting  all  the 
supplies  sorted  we  hit  the  road  for  Gainesville 
which  is  around  two  hours  away.  Following  a 
stop  at  Wendy’s  for  the  best  chicken  burger  I’ve 
had  in  a long  time  we  got  to  the  track  for  around 
7pm.  After  picking  up  our  passes  and  signing 
on  we  were  actually  shown  to  our  parking  space 
before  settling  down  for  the  night. 

Now  I’d  never  been  to  an  American 
motocross  race  - only  supercross  - and  when  I 
took  a peek  out  of  the  truck  my  eyes  nearly 
popped  out  of  my  head.  Trucks  as  far  as  you 
can  see  and  everyone  rattling  around  on 
minibikes  and  golf  carts.  Cool! 

Like  an  excited  10-year-old  I wolfed  my 
bacon  and  eggs  - perfectly  turned  out  by  Mrs  C 
by  the  way  - before  me,  Clarkey  and  Elliott  all 
piled  on  the  pitbikes  for  a tour  of  the  huge 
venue.  It  was  amazing  with  factory  trucks  on 
show,  huge  lanes  of  stalls,  food  everywhere 
(which  was  nice)  and  to  top  it  all  two  amazing 
tracks,  one  MX  and  one  SX.  I was  in  heaven! 

For  the  first  day  it  was  qualifying  for  the  main 
supercross  event.  Races  never  stopped  and  by 


4.30pm  it  was  all  done.  Steven  and  Elliott 
qualified  for  all  their  Main  Event  finals  - you  can 
actually  enter  up  to  four  different  categories  (it’s 
all  too  confusing  to  explain  but  it  works  well). 

Elliott  had  a nightmare  and  crashed  which 
put  him  way  down  the  field  as  once  you  give  the 
Americans  an  inch  in  supercross  they’re  gone. 
Steven  on  the  other  hand  rode  brilliantly  and 
finished  in  the  top  10  and  top  six  in  his 
respective  groups. 

From  Wednesday  onwards  it  was  motocross 
and  our  flying  young  guns  were  looking  forward 
to  it  - both  qualified  well  after  two  days  of  heat 
races.  By  this  time  my  feet  and  head  were 
dazed,  one  with  the  sun  and  one  with  the 
amount  of  walking  I had  to  do. 

Clarkey  rode  well  and  again  produced  good 
solid  top  10  finishes  in  his  finals  but  Elliott 
looked  tired  and  made  too  many  mistakes  - but 
he  knows  for  next  time  what  he’s  got  to  do. 

All  too  soon  it  was  time  to  say  our  goodbyes 
and  head  back  to  Sandford  for  our  flight  home. 
Mrs  C was  driving  the  truck  back  to  MTF  while 
me  and  Richard  hopped  into  our  trusty  hire  car 
for  our  trip  to  the  airport. 

I can  honestly  say  it  was  better  than  any  GP 
I’ve  ever  been  too.  The  tracks  were  amazing, 
the  pits  were  perfect  and  the  entertainment 
wasn’t  all  about  how  drunk  and  annoying  you 
can  get.  And  you  can  add  to  that  the  wonderful 
hospitality  of  the  American  people.  I’ll  be  back 
in  2006  for  sure. 

Just  like  to  say  a big  thank  you  to  the 
Clarkes  for  looking  after  me  so  well,  MTF  for 
inviting  me  to  their  gorgeous  Thanksgiving 
dinner  and  all  the  people  I met  who  were  so  ■ 
helpful.  Cheers  everyone!  I 


US  hotshot 

Mike  Pi  cone... 

...and  Ken  Roczen’s 
another  fast  nipper! 

1SG  dirtbikeniden 

' r RAY’SREVIEW 

THE  GOOD,  THE  BAD  AND  THE  FUNNY! 


Malcolm  Stewart 
shows  the  kinda 


All-in-all  2005  was  a good  and  fun  year  for 
youth  motocross  in  the  UK  and  an 
exceptional  year  for  Rage. 

To  cover  any  form  of  motorsport  you  need 
to  be  at  the  events  consistently  which  in  2005  I 
have  - whether  BYMX,  BSMA  or  on  roadtrips 
in  Europe  or  the  USA.  Let’s  all  sit  back  and 
look  at  the  highs  and  lows  of  our  now 
completed  year. 

At  the  end  of  2004  Matchams  Park  was 
running  a really  great  winter  series  for  the 
nippers.  It  was  always  very  cold  but  nearly 
always  had  a quality  line-up  of  riders  and  some 
great  prizes.  In  2005  it’s  all  gone  a bit  quiet 
with  no  full  line-ups  anymore.  What  has 
changed  in  a year?  The  track’s  better  so  what’s 
happened? 

MX  Mum  just  disappeared.  Around  October 
all  the  lovely  mums  were  refusing  to  be 
photographed  as  their  deep  summer  tans 
faded.  Well,  2006  will  see  a welcome  return  of 
Rage’s  star  feature  - keep  your  eyes  peeled. 

My  roadtrip  to  the  Millsaps  Training  Facility 
in  the  USA  was  just  amazing,  a complete 
eye-opener  to  what  the  sport  can  achieve  if 
done  correctly  with  perfectly  prepared  tracks 
and  100  per  cent  commitment  from  the  trainer. 
You’ve  only  got  to  look  at  the  champions  MTF 
helped  produce  in  2005  - Joe  Dark  (BYMX 
champion),  Tommy  Searle  (U21  champion)  and 
Steven  Clarke  (world  85cc  champion).  I think 
that  says  it  all. 

Our  first  European  championship  round  at 
Pontrilas  turned  into  a mud  bath.  British 
weather  again  kicked  everyone  in  the  ging 
gang  goolies  and  took  the  edge  off  what  could 
have  been  a great  meeting.  But  despite  the 
mud  and  goo  two  real  positive  things  emerged. 

Firstly,  the  track  team  proved  what  can  be 
done  with  a lot  of  hard  graft  - it  was  worked  on 
through  the  night  with  two  feet  of  mush 
skimmed  off  leaving  it  near  perfect  for  Sunday. 
The  second  positive  was,  of  course,  our  total 
domination  of  the  125  class  where  we  took  the 
top  seven  places. 

What  about  the  battle  of  the  nationals  - 
BSMA  vs  BYMX  vs  British  Masters?  Personally, 
I think  two  ran  great  events  and  all  had 
amazing  racing  but  for  me  both  the  BYMX  and 
BSMA  come  out  on  top  with  the  British  Masters 
flagging  behind  in  third  due  to  the  amazing 
scenes  at  Abram  which,  to  be  honest,  I would 
rather  forget. 

One  thing  I will  say  - let’s  all  start  working 
together  and  move  the  sport  forward.  And  listen 
to  the  riders  more.  This  season  looks  much 
more  positive  with  only  one  clash  - but  that’s 
one  clash  too  many! 

One  of  the  most  frustrating  things  about  our 
wonderful  sport  is  the  Crazy  Dad  Syndrome. 
Shouting  and  screaming  at  your  son  to  go 
faster  is  not  big  and  it  certainly  isn’t  clever.  I 
see  it  week-in,  week-out  and  it  seems  to  be 
getting  worse.  Give  the  kid  a break  - he’s  trying 
his  hardest.  I just  wonder  how  many  of  the 
dads  who  lose  it  have  ever  ridden  and  know 
how  hard  it  actually  is? 

Last  but  not  least,  both  Kawasaki  and  661 
ran  fun  days  for  all  their  sponsored  nippers.  I 
was  there  at  both  events  and  it  shows  these 
two  giants  of  our  sport  are  happy  to  give 
something  back.  All  the  stars  were  there,  there 
was  lots  of  gooning  around  and  freebies  were 
given  to  every  rider  - good  show  chaps,  let’s 
see  more  of  this  from  others! 

So  that’s  the  review  of  the  year  - the  good, 
the  bad  and  the  funny  I’d  say.  I’ll  see  you  all  at 
the  races  in  2006. 
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MYBESTRACE 


With  the  season  start  fast  approaching, 
this  month’s  My  Best  Race  comes 
from  Motocross  World  team  rider 
Lewis  Hall  (above)  who  will  be  campaigning  a 
250F  Kawasaki  in  2006. 

“My  best  race  was  back  in  July  2005  at  the 
fifth  round  of  the  BYMX  championship.  I was 
racing  at  Pontrilas  near  Hereford  and  it  was  the 
last  race  of  the  weekend. 

“I  went  into  the  first  turn  side  by  side  with 
Shane  Carless  - it  was  such  a buzz  getting 
such  a great  start  at  this  level,  I was  pumped 
and  ready  to  race.  I just  got  back  from  a broken 
leg  and  it  was  only  my  third  time  on  my  bike,  I 
really  wanted  to  perform  well  and  I knew  even 
with  a good  start  other  riders  would  come  past 
as  my  fitness  and  bike  speed  wasn’t  quite 
there  yet. 

“I  kept  pushing  myself  and  tried  my  best  to 
keep  them  at  bay.  I only  dropped  a few  places 
and  finished  in  12th  and  that  was  such  a good 
position  for  me.  I was  really  pleased  with  my 
effort  and  went  home  on  a high.” 


BACKINTHEDAY 

Back  in  the  day  is  certainly  picking  up  a bit 
of  a following  and  loads  of  riders  all  have 
great  stories  to  tell.  This  month’s  featured 
rider  is  MotoXtreme’s  new  team  member  and 
all-round  good  guy  Mark  Hucklebridge. 

“When  I was  10  years  old  my  dad  bought  me 
my  first  motocross  bike  - a Yamaha  YZ80 
air-cooled.  I had  the  bike  for  about  two  months 
before  I started  racing.  During  the  first  two 
months  I did  a practice  day  at  Tog  Hill  near 
Bath  to  get  used  to  riding  the  bike.  Tog  Hill  is 
renowned  for  being  really  hilly  and  I struggled  to 
get  round  - my  dad  had  to  run  around  after  me 
pushing  me  up  the  hills. 

“A  few  weeks  later  I was  lining  up  for  my  first 
race,  it  was  at  a flat  stubble  field  near  Devizes. 
Back  then  there  was  no  tricked  out  Sprinter  or 
camper  van  but  we  did  have  our  trusty  Cavalier 
and  one-bike  trailer. 

“I  had  the  #1  plate  on  my  bike  and  was  so 
excited  about  racing  for  the  first  time  but  I was  a 
little  nervous  as  my  80cc  group  was  mixed  with 
lOOcc  riders  as  well.  I raced  all  day  and 
managed  to  do  the  whole  track  better  than  I 
thought  but  I didn’t  know  where  I finished  as  we 
didn’t  know  how  to  work  out  the  results. 

“There  was  a presentation  at  the  end  of  the 
day  so  me  and  dad  went  along  to  watch.  They 
were  calling  out  the  names  of  riders  who  had 
won  trophies  - I didn’t  think  I had  one  as  he 
hadn’t  said  my  name  by  the  time  the  only  trophy 
left  was  for  first  place.  Guess  what  - the  guy 
called  my  name  out  as  the  winner!  We  were 
so  shocked. 

“So  I actually  won  my  first  ever  race  - it’s  a 
great  memory.” 


• ^ • 


RAY’SR  I BUCKLER! 

Now  I don’t  usually  laugh  when  I see  a big 
crash  but  I couldn’t  help  myself  at  the 
Mini  Os  recently. 

Jimmy  Albertson  and  Brock  Tickle  were 
having  a great  race  and  at  the  last  corner 
Albertson  went  straight  through  the  hay  bales 
and  wiped  out  a photographer. 

I thought  the  poor  guy  had  maybe  broken 
his  leg  but  it  turned  out  that  his  shorts  and 
pants  were  ripped  clean  off  and  he  was  unable 
to  stand  without  giving  everyone  a flash  of  his 
meat  and  two  veg. 


I’M  STANDING  in  line  for  passport  control  at 
Gatwick  Airport  - it’s  5am  on  November  18  and 
I’m  about  to  fly  to  the  USA. 

I’m  gradually  getting  closer  to  the  end  of  the 
line  and  I’m  looking  at  all  the  different  faces  of 
the  people  around  me  and  wondering  what  life 
must  be  like  for  them.  Is  it  me  or  does 
everyone  look  miserable? 

I then  think  I really  do  have  a fantastic  life 
and  career.  I look  at  all  the  businessmen  and 
wonder  if  they’re  truly  happy.  I did  it  for  19 
years  and  I know  I wasn’t,  I had  no  passion  for 
what  I was  doing  and  they  look  the  same. 

I’m  sure  lots  do  enjoy  what  they  do  but  I bet 
a lot  dream  about  doing  something  they  would 
enjoy  day-in,  day-out.  I’m  standing  there  in 
shorts  and  trainers  and  then  I wonder  if  they’re 
looking  at  me  in  the  same  way.  That  guy 
probably  doesn’t  have  a job,  no  way  does  he 
run  his  own  business’  - that  sort  of  thing.  In 
fact,  I guarantee  that’s  what  they’re  thinking 
and  I’m  loving  every  minute  of  it. 

When  I’m  out  with  friends  I feel  quite 
awkward  when  discussing  what  I do  for  a living. 
They  all  think  I sit  on  my  ass  doing  nothing 
then  disappear  at  the  weekends  for  a jolly.  But  I 
put  a tremendous  amount  of  effort  into  what  I 
do,  from  8am  (shouldn’t  that  be  8pm  - Sutty)  to 
sometimes  late  in  to  the  night  with  deadlines  to 
hit,  pictures  to  be  processed,  website  updates 
and  so  on  and  so  on  (I’m  going  to  start  crying 
- SL)  but  I wouldn’t  change  it  for  the  world. 

1 get  to  shoot  photographs  which  is  my 
passion,  I get  to  go  to  the  best  races  in  the 
world,  I get  to  meet  my  idols  within 
a sport  that  I love  and  I work  for 
the  best  off-road  magazine  on 
the  planet!  ^ 1 

So  the  moral  of  the  story  is 
go  for  your  dreams, 
work  out  what  you 
want  to  do  and  go 
for  it.  I did  and  I 
haven’t  looked 
back  since. 

Until  next  time, 
safe  riding... 


/( 
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Got  any  youth  news  for  Rage? 

Give  Ray  Chuss  a bell  on  07773  609994  or 
email  him  at  dbryoutheditor@raychuss.com 

dirtbikeniden 
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WITH  A LIST  OF  WORLD  CHAMPIONS  AND  GP  STARS  AS  LONG  AS  YOUR  ARM, 
BELGIUM  IS  ONE  OF  THE  MAJOR  PLAYERS  IN  MOTOCROSS  - ALTHOUGH  THE 
OVERALL  IMAGE  AND  PROFESSIONALISM  OF  THE  BELGIAN  DOMESTIC 
SERIES  HAS  UP  TO  NOW  BEEN  SADLY  LACKING.  BUT  THIS  COULD  ALL  BE 
ABOUT  TO  CHANGE  THANKS  TO  BRIT  EX-PAT  CHRIS  BURNHAM  AND 
BUSINESSMAN  CARLO  VANDEKERKHOF  WHOSE  2CMX  COMPANY  RECENTLY 
INKED  A FIVE-YEAR  PROMOTION  DEAL. 

Words  by  Tom  Jacobs  Photo  by  Pixelpony 

DBR:  It’s  a big  step  from  GP  rider  to  championship  promoter? 

CB:  “Absolutely  but  it  did  not  come  as  overnight  as  it  might  seem.  When  I decided  to 
quit  riding  halfway  through  last  season  I got  more  involved  with  Carlo  [Vandekerkhof] 
who  had  already  been  supporting  me  as  a sponsor.  We  have  similar  ideas  on  the 
promotion  of  our  sport  and  we  saw  some  real  opportunities.” 

DBR:  What  is  it  that  makes  this  championship  potentially  so  attractive? 

CB:  “First  of  all  the  level  of  riding.  Honestly,  judging  from  a rider’s  perspective,  there’s 
no  national  championship  - apart  from  the  AMA  maybe  - that’s  so  competitive.  You 
have  some  of  the  best  riders  in  the  world  here  with  Everts,  Ramon  and  Strijbos.  Then 
there’s  Joel  Smets  who  will  contest  the  series  as  a sort  of  farewell  tour  and  he’s  still 
as  fast  as  ever. 

“You  have  a bunch  of  fast  young  guys  like  De  Dycker,  Van  Daele  and  Priem  and 
then  you  have  seasoned  pros  like  Melotte,  Caps  and  Theybers.  Eight  Belgian  riders 
finished  in  the  top  18  of  the  MX1  championship  last  year  so  you  can  not 
underestimate  the  depth  of  the  field  either  and  on  top  of  that  you  have  the  ‘expats’. 
Last  year  you  had  Josh  [Coppins]  and  Ben  [Townley],  De  Reuver,  Leok  and  Pichon 
who  participated  in  one  or  more  rounds.  We  are  working  to  get  some  high  calibre 
guest  riders  back  for  this  year.  Crockard  seemed  very  interested  and  I had 
encouraging  conversations  with  Jan  De  Groot  and  Kurt  Nicoll.” 

DBR:  What’s  wrong  with  the  championship  now? 

CB:  “Actually,  quite  a lot.  The  races  basically  look  the  same  as  they  used  to  25  or  30 
years  ago.  We  need  to  work  hard  to  improve  the  overall  facilities  like  paddocks,  VIP 
hospitality  and  the  press  room.  One  of  the  most  visible  changes  for  this  season  will 
be  a pitlane  like  you  have  in  GPs.  So  in  terms  of  overall  presentation  the  events  will 
look  a lot  more  professional,  we  will  have  the  same  podium  at  every  round  and  with 
important  sponsors  at  crucial  places  they  will  get  a lot  better  value  for  money.  Last 
year  Carlo  already  managed  to  introduce  some  new  outside  sponsors  and  we  will 
continue  to  develop  in  that  direction.” 

DBR:  With  the  help  of  the  promoter’s  Holy  Grail  called  TV? 

CB:  It  might  seem  a bit  weird  for  other  countries  but  motocross  taps  into  the 
mainstream  in  Belgium  and  that’s  something  we  are  keen  to  exploit.  Top  riders  and 
events  get  full  pages  in  dailies  over  here  while  Everts  and  Smets  are  household 
names  to  Joe  Public.  Live  TV  is  very  unlikely  because  it’s  so  expensive  to  produce  and 
the  events  follow  a three-race  format  but  we  are  pushing  hard  to  get  more  and  better 
quality  coverage  in  both  the  Dutch-speaking  and  French-speaking  part  of  the  country.” 


DBR:  We  heard  you  even  have  your  own  Suzy  Perry? 

CB:  [laughs]  “Sort  of,  only  she’s  younger  and  better  looking.  No,  seriously,  we  will  have 
Cynthia  Reekmans  who  is  a former  Miss  Belgium  working  with  us  on  the  TV  side 
among  other  things.  Besides  mainstream  coverage  we  will  be  producing  our  content 
for  the  internet  where  we  will  be  offering  streaming  of  the  races  and  behind 
the  scenes  stuff.  So  that’s  cool  news  for  race  fans  worldwide.  Cynthia  will  do  some 
pitlane  colour  stuff  and  we  will  probably  have  another  beauty  on  screen  so  eat  your 
heart  out  BBC!” 

DBR:  Your  first  season  is  looking  good  with  the  hugely  popular  pair  of  Everts  and 
Smets  in  their  last  year? 

CB:  “Obviously  we  are  happy  to  have  such  stars  on  board  for  our  first  season  because 
we  can  give  the  crowd  a unique  opportunity  to  see  them  at  work  close  to  home. 
However,  we  are  very  conscious  that  we  have  to  look  after  the  future  of  the  sport. 
With  guys  like  Ramon,  Strijbos  and  De  Dycker  maturing  we  might  even  see  the  new 
generation  of  superstars  taking  over  this  year.” 

DBR:  Sure  they  are  fast  on  the  track  but  with  all  respect  these  riders  also  seem 
a bit  dull? 

CB:  Not  everybody  is  as  talkative  as  Joel  Smets  but  even  Stefan  was  a shadow  of 
himself  in  front  of  a camera  when  he  was  a kid  and  look  how  he  has  developed! 
With  some  riders  I think  it’s  only  an  impression  that  they  are  boring  because  with  so 
much  internal  competition  it’s  hard  for  young  riders  to  get  into  the  limelight  in  Belgium. 
They  will  find  their  own  voice  as  they  gain  media  experience  and  if  necessary  we  will 
help  them  to  feel  more  confident  and  speak  out.” 

DBR:  If  2CMX  gets  its  act  together  you  could  maybe  even  steal  some  attention  from 
the  world  championship... 

CB:  “We’re  not  here  to  create  any  commotion  or  to  try  and  compete  with  GPs  - at  the 
end  of  the  day  it’s  still  the  world  championship  that  matters  most.  Clearly  we  want  to 
give  the  Belgian  crowd  a good  show  and  our  goal  is  to  make  the  sport  more  popular 
over  here.  So  if  motocross  gains  momentum  through  the  Belgian  championship  the 
GPs  will  benefit  as  well. 

“I  don’t  see  it  as  a problem  - you  will  always  have  different  opinions  but  motocross 
is  not  MotoGP  We  are  grass  roots  and  need  to  stay  close  to  the  people.  Less  races  is 
not  the  solution  to  let  the  sport  grow.  Besides  - unlike  MotoGP  - MX  riders  need  the 
physical  aspect  of  competing  in  races  to  get  into  shape.” 

DBR:  You  still  look  very  much  in  shape  yourself  - we  guess  you  still  ride  regularly  but 
do  you  miss  the  racing  itself? 

CB:  “Actually  I have  almost  not  been  riding  at  all!  I did  a little  bit  of  test  work  for  the 
Kawasaki  factory  team  and  that’s  about  it.  I don’t  really  miss  the  competition  at  the 
moment  because  I have  so  many  challenges  to  deal  with  in  my  new  job.  It’s  a very 
exciting  time  for  me  and  luckily  it’s  not  all  management  stuff.  Last  year  I have 
been  working  with  Marvin  Van  Daele  and  that’s  something  that’s  very  satisfying 
as  well.  It’s  nice  that  I’m  able  to  pass  my  experience  on,  especially  if  you  see  how 
it’s  helping  people  to  make  headway.  I have  not  been  so  thrilled  about  the  new  season 
for  a long  time!” 
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DirtBikeBook 

Unit  2 Blenheim  Way,  Northfields  Estate,  Market  Deeping,  Peterborough,  PE6  8LD 

2007  FOX  RANGE  NOW  IN  STOCK  AND  ONLINE 


V3  RC  REP  BLITZ  JERSEY  FLEXAIR  HC  ADULTS  HC  KIDS  TRACER  KIDS 


£224.99  £38.99  £38.99  £29.99  £15.99  £79.99 


F3  BOOTS 


BLITZ  PANT  BLITZ  DIRTPAW  180  KIDS  TRACKER  KIDS 


£129.99  £27.99  £21.99  £59.99  £94.99 


01778  380380 


YOUR  FIRST  CHOICE  FOR  ALL  THINGS  KTM 


RED  BULL 

KIDS  JERSEY 

» 

£163.75 

£25.45 

RACING  PARKA 

MENS  HOODY 

A 

£ 

£72.59 

£43.25 

TECH  8 AFTERSHOCK  KIDS  PANTS  KTM 


£252.35  £52.59  £61.75  £146.75 


RUCSACK  SNEAKERS  LADIES  HOODY  LADIES  PARKA 


£29.95  £49.90  £43.20  £59.29 


www.DirtBikeBook.com 
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